I. Historical Perspective of the Revolution – Historiography (Super Important)

a. Whig School – (Early-mid 19th century) 

1. Historian:  George Bancroft, History of the U.S. (10 volumes)

2. Interpretation:  Revolution was divine/preordained, destiny 

3. Main Idea:  

i. Dialectical idealism

ii. The natural progression of human history to utopian democracy


b. Imperial School - (Late 19th century) **

1. Interpretation:  Revolution was two conflicting views of who should rule:  the king or people 

2. Main Idea:  

i. Ideological conflict

ii. self determination or external control

c. Progressive School – (1900--1920s, Progressive Era)

1. Historian: Carl Becker 

2. Interpretation:  Revolution ighlighted social tension and class conflict

3. Main Idea:  

i. Dialectical materialism

ii. The natural progression of human society is to create a utopian state through labor

4. Questioned the Revolution

i. Who shall rule = Qualified? The people? Someone else? 

ii. How should the system prevent abuses

iii. Fear is the alternative to power—a return to the state of nature

d. Economic History - (1920s)

1. Historian:  Charles Beard, An Economic Interpretation of the U.S. 

2. Interpretation: Revolution to support the growth of new elite of the American colonies

3. Main Idea:  Institutions created to preserve economic class

4. History intended to force social change

e. Consensus History - (40s-50s, Cold War)

1. Historian:  Daniel Boorstein

2. Interpretation:  Revolution – everyone shared belief and commitment to Revolution ideology of self government

f. Ideological History - (1960s)

1. Historian:  Bernard Bailyn 

i. Interpretation:  Revolution derived from 16th-17th political theory 

ii. Enlightenment Ideology and Social Contract: Locke, Hobbes, etc

2. Historian:  Gordon Wood

i. Interpretation:  Revolution inspired by Classical Rome 

ii. Inspired by new revolutionary ideology (Liberty, equality, fraternity)

3. Main Idea:  Revolution was about property/representation 

g. Social History - (1960-present, New History)

1. Historian:  Linda Kerber

2. Interpretation:  Revolution undertaken by “the people” – eg. Women

3. Main Idea:  Revolution highlights under-represented population groups (women, Afro-Americans, “Marxists”)

4. Issues: Uncertainty, social upheaval 

II. The American Revolution:  Was it inevitable?

	Inevitable
	“Road to Revolution” – Immediate

	· 1st Arrival

· Geographic separation 

· Original founding charters:  Individual/economic 

· Self-sustained/isolated – benign neglect

· Different/varied diet

· Development of different institutions

· Political theory 


	· Participation in 74’s war **

· Proclamation of 1763

· No taxation without representation

· Acts…

· English “corporate” monopoly

· Either/of = false dichotomy 


