
ENGLISH SOVEREIGNS
	SOVEREIGN
	REIGN
	RELIGION
	MAJOR EVENTS
	EFFECT ON COLONIES

	Henry VIII
	1509-1553
	Anglican
	English Protestant Reformation
	no interest

	Mary
	1553-1558
	Catholic
	persecution of Protestants - beheaded after coup - fear of Spanish Catholicism
	no interest

	Elizabeth I (virgin queen)

last of Tudor dynasty
	1558-1603
	Anglican
	sets temperament for constitutional monarchy - establishes Anglican church Puritans (Calvinists) challenge official Church
	defeat of Spanish Armada makes England a world power -search for "northwest passage" begins - Roanoke settlement fails

	James I (Stuart dynasty - Scotland)
	1603-1625
	Catholic
	attempts to rule by "divine right" - begins religious and political strife between parliament (Puritans) and the crown (Catholic nobility)
	first settlements fostered by royal land grants - economic adventurers and religious dissenters - allows Separatists to settle Plymouth

	Charles I
	1625-1645
	Catholic
	Civil War - Puritans (middle class) and Catholics (nobility)  - Charles I is beheaded
	political strife halts New World colonization

	The Commonwealth (Oliver Cromwell's dictatorship)
	1645-1660
	Puritan
	Puritan (Round head) rule harsh and overly moral - unpopular with the people
	Catholics flee England for New World and freedom from religious persecution (Maryland)

	Charles II

Stuart Restoration
	1660-1685
	Catholic
	rules as constitutional monarch has good relations with parliament (Puritans) - England has economic boom - industrialism - establishes many proprietary colonies
	positive social temperament and lack of political and religious strife results in an explosion of colonization  Navigation Acts prove unenforceable

	James II
	1685-1688
	Catholic
	attempts to bring back "rule by divine right" - friction with Puritans begins (again) -

Glorious Revolution removes James from power
	James attempts to enforce mercantile regulations with royal control of corporate colonies/Dominion of New England (1686-1689)

	William and Mary (of Orange/Holland)
	1688-1702
	Protestant
	final victory of parliament over the crown - religious strife settled - English Bill of Rights drafted
	a lack of mercantile enforcement results in economic explosion in the colonies (Walpole's salutary neglect announced in 1721)

	rule by parliament and the prime ministers

Anne (1702-1714)

George I (1714-1727)

George II (1727-1760)

George III (1760-1820)
	
	
	English empire spreads around the world - wars for empire empty national treasury - balance of power in Europe proves expenseive to maintain
	Walpole's salutary neglect gives way to attempts to enforce mercantile acts resulting in anti-British temperament/American Revolution


