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The Stalemated Seventies, 1968–1980

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: As the war in Vietnam finally came to a disastrous conclusion, the United States struggled to create a more stable international climate. Détente (a lessening of tensions) with the two communist powers  (China and the U.S.S.R.) temporarily reduced Cold War tensions, but trouble in the Middle East threatened America’s energy supplies and economic stability.

Theme: Weakened by political difficulties of their own and others’ making, the administrations of the 1970s had trouble coping with America’s growing economic problems. The public also had trouble facing up to a sharp sense of limits and a general disillusionment with society. 

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

Nixon’s “Vietnamization” policy reduced American ground participation in the war, but his Cambodia invasion sparked massive protest. Nixon’s journeys to Communist Moscow and Beijing (Peking) established a less hostile climate. 
The 1972 election victory and the cease-fire in Vietnam were negated when Nixon became bogged down in the Watergate scandal and congressional protest over the secret bombing of Cambodia, which led to the War Powers Act. The Middle East War of 1973 and the Arab oil embargo created energy and economic difficulties that lasted through the decade. Americans gradually awoke to their costly and dangerous dependence on Middle Eastern oil, and began to take tentative steps toward conservation and alternative energy sources.

Non-elected Gerald Ford took over after Watergate forced Nixon to resign. The Communist Vietnamese finally overran the South Vietnamese government in 1975. The defeat in Vietnam added to a general sense of disillusionment with society and a new sense of limits on American power. The civil rights movement fractured, and divisive issues of busing and affirmative action enhanced racial tensions. The most successful social movement was feminism, which achieved widespread social breakthroughs though failing to pass the Equal Rights Amendment.

Campaigning against Washington and Watergate, outsider Jimmy Carter proved unable to master Congress or the economy once he took office. The Camp David agreement brought peace between Egypt and Israel, but the Iranian revolution led to new energy troubles. The invasion of Afghanistan and the holding of American hostages in Iran added to Carter’s woes.

CHAPTER 39 key to Worksheet

The Stalemated Seventies, 1968–1980

Introduction before first subheading 938
1.
Increased productivity in the 25 years after WWII caused the doubling of American’s average __________ ____ _______.  For the next two decades, the median income of the American family stagnated and for the first time a generation of Americans faced the prospect of a living standard that would be lower than their _________. [Hint:  American identity includes the “sense of possibility,” where one is always looking ahead to an economically better world.  Thus the stagnation of the ‘70s and ‘80s should be seen as an attack on that identity.  Add to this the disillusionment associated with the loss of the Vietnam War and the loss of confidence in the government (Johnson’s lies; Nixon’s resignation) and you have a weakening in the unbounded faith that Americans have in themselves, their economy, and their government.  On the other hand, apply the sense of possibility to immigrants, including illegal Hispanics, and you can see that the “sense of possibility” is alive and well.]
Sources of Stagnation 938-40

1.
The general shift from manufacturing to _________ slowed productivity gains (services: motels, fast-food, retail sales, and clerks).  Further, military and welfare spending caused ____________ (without tax increases, more money is in circulation and people compete for the same amount of goods, driving prices up).  Thus we have stagnant productivity and inflation—“stagflation.”   Finally, U.S. manufacturers were slow to modernize while war-torn _____ and Germany rebuilt modern factories that could compete better with the Americans.  Japan, for example, rebuilt with U.S. help and became a powerhouse in automobiles and electronics.   

Nixon “Vietnamizes” the War 940-41
1.
When Nixon was inaugurated on January 20, 1969, he brought broad knowledge and thoughtful expertise in ________ _________ with him.  He announced “Vietnamization,” whereby he would withdraw 540,000 U.S. troops while simultaneously training and equipping the South Vietnamese to fight the war. He articulated the Nixon Doctrine, whereby the U.S. would honor existing commitments but would not commit to ground troops in Asia in the future.  While getting out of Vietnam was his goal, he sneered at the student antiwar protestors and called them “_____.”
2.
Domestic disgust with the war deepened in 1970 when Americans learned that a U.S. Army unit massacred innocent women and children at ___ _____ in _____ (year).
Cambodianizing the Vietnam War 941-42

1.
“Neutral” ___________ provided sanctuary for the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese.   In April 1970, Nixon bombed and sent troops into Cambodia and protests mounted.  Four students were killed at _____ _______ (Ohio) and two at Jackson State (Mississippi).    Filled with disgust, many more Americans turned against the war.


2.
The 26th Amendment was ratified in 1971, lowering the voting age to ___________.  


3.
In June 1971, a confidential report was leaked to the _____ ______ _______.  The _________ _______ documented the blunders and deceptions of the Kennedy and Johnson administrations, especially relating to the North Vietnamese “attack” in the Gulf of Tonkin in 1964 (that led to the Tonkin Gulf resolution authorizing Johnson to use force in South Vietnam).

Nixon’s Détente with Beijing (Peking) and Moscow) (détente means relaxed tension) 942-43

1.
Hoping to use both China and the Soviet Union to help end the Vietnam War, Nixon traveled to China in February 1972.  Both nations agreed to normalize relations and Nixon agreed to recognize “one China,” which would mean abandoning the U.S. permanent commitment to the preservation of the national independence of ________. [When the Communists won in 1949, the Nationalists fled to the island of Formosa—Taiwan.]  Nixon, a rabid anticommunist, paradoxically began the process of thawing the frozen relationship with Communist China.   The Soviet Union, fearing China for various reasons, needed to neutralize the U.S. overtures to China and get U.S. foodstuffs.  Two results were produced by Nixon’s trip to Moscow: a) $750 million in wheat and corn would be sold to the Soviets; b) the two nations agreed to an ABM Treaty (anti-ballistic missile) in 1972 whereby each nation would limit defensive missiles.  Further, they agreed to begin _____ (strategic arms limitation talks).

2.
Nixon cleverly played China and the Soviet Union against each other and

set the stage for the withdrawal from Vietnam. 

3.
In Latin America, the anticommunist Nixon showed his colors by backing the military overthrow of the Marxist regime in _______ and embracing the military dictator General Augusto __________.

A New Team on the Supreme Bench 943-44

1.
Nixon opposed the Supreme Court’s judicial activism under Earl Warren. In _________ __ ______________ (1965) the USSC struck down a state law that prohibited contraceptives on the basis of the “right of privacy.”  In 1963, in _______ __ ___________, the USSC held that criminals were entitled to defense counsel even if they could not afford it.   In the __________ decision (1966), the USSC ruled that the accused had the right to remain silent.  In two other decisions, the USSC ruled that the ___ ____________ prohibited prayers and Bible reading in public schools.   [Don’t forget the big one:  Brown v. Board of Education (1954).]  Nixon wanted a USSC that would strictly interpret the Constitution and not meddle in social affairs.  By 1971, he had made ______ conservative appointments (there are only nine on the Court).

Nixon on the Home Front 945-46


1.
Surprisingly, the conservative Nixon presided over expansion of welfare programs.  He approved increases in Food Stamps, Medicaid, AFDC (aid to families with dependent children).  He approved a new program, SSI (supplemental security income) for the indigent aged, blind, and disabled.  He approved cost-of-living increases for social security recipients.  In 1969, he implemented the Philadelphia Plan, requiring construction unions to establish goals and timetables for the hiring of black ____________.


2.
In ______ __ ______ _______ _________ (1971), the USSC prohibited intelligence tests that unfairly excluded minorities or women from certain jobs. [The tests need to be job-related, testing for what the people will be doing as opposed to simply a broad intelligence test unrelated to the job.  Discriminate against someone who can’t do the job, not against someone because he or she is black or female.  The nation generally failed to see the wisdom in Griggs and misapplied Griggs, leading to charges of reverse discrimination.]


3.
1970 saw the establishment of the _______________ Protection Agency and the Occupational _________ _____ __________ Administration.  (Link to Rachel Carson’s 1962 ________ ________, a piece of latter-day muckraking that exposed the poisonous effect of pesticides.  


4.
To stimulate exports, Nixon took the U.S. off the ______ __________ ($35/ounce) in 1971.  


5.
Nixon’s campaign in the election of 1972 was dependent on his “southern strategy,” whereby he appointed _______________ to the USSC, soft-pedaled _______ ________, and opposed _______ ________ to achieve integration.

The Nixon Landslide of 1972 946-47
1. Nixon soundly beat South Dakota Senator George McGovern in the 1972

election (520 to 17 in the Electoral College).  The U.S. and North Vietnamese agreed to a cease-fire on January 23, 1973.  The U.S. would withdraw its troops, while North Vietnam would be allowed to keep 145,000 troops in South Vietnam.  Nixon called it “peace with honor.”   [War broke out after the U.S. pulled out and North Vietnam won in 1975.]

The Secret Bombing of Cambodia and the War Powers Act 947

1.
In 1973, Americans learned that Nixon had been bombing Cambodia in 1969, before the troops went in, while Nixon proclaimed that he was respecting Cambodia’s neutrality.  Congressional opposition to both Johnson’s and Nixon’s high-handed tactics caused Congress to pass the _____ _______ _____ in 1973, requiring the president to report to Congress within 48 hours of engaging troops in a foreign country.  If Congress did not authorize the incursion, the troops would have to be pulled out within 60 days.  The War Powers Act reflects the “new isolationism” of the U.S.   Further, the draft ended in 1973.

The Arab Oil Embargo and the Energy Crisis 948-49


1.
Syria and Egypt attacked Israel in 1973.  The U.S. backed ________.  The Soviet Union backed Egypt and Syria.  In October 1973, Arab nations imposed an oil _________ on the U.S. for supporting Israel.   Congress responded by authorizing the Alaska pipeline, but it was too late.  The U.S. was oil-dependent, and that meant Arab oil-dependent.    By 1991, the U.S. was in a shooting war with an Arab nation, Iraq, to protect its oil supplies.  

Watergate and the Unmaking of a President 949-52

1.
In June
 _____ (year), the Democratic Party campaign headquarters at the ___________ Hotel was broken into by men working for the Nixon reelection committee.    Along with other misdeeds, Nixon’s reputation spiraled downward.  Facing impeachment, he resigned the presidency on August 8, 1974.   The U.S. gave the world an impressive lesson on how a constitutional republic can clean house if needed.
The First Unelected President 952

1.
After Nixon’s resignation, ________ ______ became President in August 1974.  [After Spiro Agnew resigned the vice presidency earlier, Nixon nominated and Congress approved Ford to be vice president, all under the terms of the 25th Amendment ratified in 1967.  When Nixon resigned, Ford automatically became president.]  

Ford pardoned Nixon and ___________ were outraged.

2.
Ford attempted to continue détente but relations with the Soviet Union chilled toward the end of his term.

Defeat in Vietnam 952-53


1.
On _______ ___, ______ (date), the last Americans were evacuated from Saigon as the North Vietnamese stormed though the South Vietnamese capital.   The war was finally lost—with 56,000 Americans dead and another 300,000 wounded.  The U.S. lost respect in the world, its own self-esteem was damaged, and much of its global leadership position since WWII had been eroded.
Feminist Victories and Defeats 953, 956


1. Feminists won legislative and judicial victories.  In 1972, Congress approved _______ ____ prohibiting sex discrimination in any federally assisted educational program (most notably sports).  The ______ ________ Amendment was proposed by Congress in 1972 (but it did not get ratified by the states).   In Roe v. Wade (1973), the USSC struck down laws prohibiting abortion, arguing the constitutional right to privacy implied in the 14th Amendment.

The Seventies in Black and White 956-57
1.
In 1974, the USSC, in Milliken v. Bradley, ruled that desegregation plans could not force students to move across school district lines, thus reinforcing “white flight” from the cities.  
2.
Affirmative Action programs were controversial, with the charge of reverse discrimination frequently mentioned.  In Regents of the University of California v. Bakke, (1978), the USSC ruled that admission to the UC medical school could not be on the basis of race alone.    
3.
Native American activists gained pubic attention with the seizures of
___________ in 1970 and _________ ______ in 1972.  Indians gained a victory with the USSC decision in U.S. v. Wheeler (1978) in which tribes had a “unique and limited” sovereignty. [Essentially, tribes have civil regulatory control on the reservation, but state and federal criminal laws apply.  Gambling has been determined to be a civil regulatory activity, thus making Indians on reservations freer than those on non-Indian lands to have gambling operations.]  
The Bicentennial Campaign and the Carter Victory 957, 960
1.
Untainted by being an outsider, Jimmy Carter (Democrat) beat President Ford (Rep) 297 to 240 in the Electoral College.
Carter’s Humanitarian Diplomacy 960-61
1.
Carter brokered the Camp David Accords, whereby _______ would return lands taken from Egypt in the 1967 war and _______would respect Israel’s borders.  Carter brought peace to the two nations and between their leaders, Anwar Sadat and Menachem Begin.  [Sadat and Begin won the Nobel Peace Prize for 1978 for the hope of bringing peace to the Middle East.  Note too that thousands of years ago, King Solomon and the Egyptian Pharaoh agreed to peace.  Carter won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2002 for decades of work in the cause of peace and justice.]
2.
Carter resumed full diplomatic recognition of _______ in 1979.
3.
In 1978, Carter successfully negotiated two treaties to turn the Panama Canal over to Panama by 2000 [poor TR turned over in his grave].
4.
Détente became a bit of history as Soviet-backed ________ troops appeared in Angola, Ethiopia, and elsewhere in Africa to support revolutionary movements.  Arms control negotiations with the U.S.S.R. stalled due to this military meddling.
Economic and Energy Woes 961-63
1.
By 1979, the inflation rate was above 13%.  Huge foreign oil costs drove the trade balances into the red (more money going out than coming in).  In the rapidly globalized economy, economic isolationism was a thing of the past.  The U.S. would have to learn to cooperate and thrive in a competitive international market.
2.
High interest rates were charged to help lenders stay up with inflation.  This caused contraction in the construction industry (heavily dependent on loans).  The American economy was stagnant with inflation—a paradox that can be explained by unfavorable trade balances and excessive government spending beyond its limits.
3.
In ______ (year), a CIA-backed government took control of Iran.  In ______ (year), Muslim fundamentalists seized control of Iran.  The turmoil caused disruptions in the flow of oil, and Americans once again experienced gasoline price hikes and long lines at gas stations.
Foreign Affairs and the Iranian Imbroglio 963-64
1.
Muslim militants seized the American ___________ in the Iranian capital, Teheran.  Fifty-two hostages were held for 444 days, and this affair ruined Carter’s chance for reelection.   (The militants wanted the ousted Shah, exiled in the U.S., returned.)  Carter tried economic pressure:  that did not work.  He then authorized a spectacular commando raid that was a disaster.  He was stymied by a handful of Muslim militants and a new Iranian government that was unable to respect international rules of diplomacy [from Chapter 40, page 969:  on Reagan’s inauguration day, January 20, 1981, the hostages were released].  The hostage crisis was America’s great humiliation, and Carter was blamed for failing to end it.  
2.
The Soviet Union invaded _______________ in 1979 to support a Marxist government threatened by Muslim fighters known as mujahideen.  Carter slapped an embargo on grain and high-tech equipment to the U.S.S.R. and pulled the U.S. out of the upcoming Olympic Games in Moscow. [The Soviets returned the favor and failed to show at the Los Angeles Olympic Games in 1984.]
