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CHAPTER 37 Worksheet

The Eisenhower Era, 1952–1960

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Theme

Theme: The Eisenhower years were characterized by prosperity and moderate conservatism at home and by the tensions of the Cold War abroad. 

Theme: The 1950’s witnessed a huge expansion of the middle class and the blossoming of a consumer culture.  Crucial to the development of a new lifestyle of leisure and affluence was the rise of the new technology of television.

Theme: While Dwight Eisenhower and the majority of Americans held to a cautious, family-oriented perspective on domestic social questions, an emerging civil rights movement and the influence of television and popular music presented challenges to the spirit of national “consensus.”

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

Using the new medium of television to enhance his great popularity, grandfatherly “Ike” was ideally suited to soothe an America badly shaken by the Cold War and Korea. Eisenhower was slow to go after Joseph McCarthy, but the demagogue’s bubble finally burst. Eisenhower also reacted cautiously to the beginnings of the civil rights movement but sent troops to Little Rock to enforce court orders. While his domestic policies were moderately conservative, they left most of the New Deal in place.

Despite John Dulles’s tough talk, Eisenhower’s foreign policies were also generally cautious. He avoided military involvement in Vietnam, although aiding Diem, and pressured Britain, France, and Israel to resolve the Suez crisis.

He also refused to intervene in the Hungarian revolt and sought negotiations to thaw the frigid Cold War. Dealing with Nikita Khrushchev proved difficult, as Sputnik, the Berlin Crisis, the U-2 incident, and Fidel Castro’s Cuban revolution all kept Cold War tensions high. In a tight election, Senator John Kennedy defeated Eisenhower’s vice president, Richard Nixon, by calling for the country to “get moving again” by more vigorously countering the Soviets.

American society grew ever more prosperous in the Eisenhower era, as science, technology, and the Cold War fueled burgeoning new industries like electronics and aviation. Women joined the movement into the increasingly white-collar workforce, and chafed at widespread restrictions they faced. 

A new consumer culture, centered around television, fostered a new ethic of leisure and enjoyment, including more open expressions of sexuality in popular entertainment. Intellectuals and artists criticized the focus on private affluence rather than the public good. Jewish, African American, and southern writers had a striking new impact on American culture.

Introduction before first subheading 882

1.
The early 1950s saw the U.S. engaged in the Cold War abroad and divided at home over communist ____________ and civil _________.

Affluence and Its Anxieties 882-84

1.
Prosperity was seen in home construction:  one in every four homes by 1960 had been built in the ______s.  ___% of those homes were in _______________.


2.
The ________________, invented in 1948, revolutionized electronic devices (e.g., radios).  Later, silicon chips would revolutionize electronics further (notably the computer)


3.
The nature of the workforce was changing.  By 1956, white collar (office) workers outnumbered ______ __________ (factory) workers.  Blue collar labor unions began to wither.  


4.
Women, returning to home after working during WWII, were wrapped up in a new cult of _______________.  Society promoted this with such T.V. programs as “_______ _____ ___________” and “_______ ___ ___ _________” depicted perfect white families with a working dad, stay-at-home mom, two children, and a house.  [Blacks did not appear in early TV sitcoms.]


5.
Look at the chart on page 883.  What do the data indicate relating to employment of women from 1900 to 2000 in “clerical,” “manual,” and “farm”?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


6.
Most jobs for women from 1950 onward were in __________ and _________ work, creating a “pink-collar ghetto.”


7.
The modern ________ __________ was sparked with the 1963 publication of Betty __________’s book, ____ _____________ ___________, in which she articulated the alienation and boredom of educated women who were constrained by the routine of suburban housewifery.   

Consumer Culture in the Fifties 884-87

1.
The 1950s saw a huge expansion of the ________ _______ and a new kind of consumer culture that featured credit cards, McDonald’s, and Disneyland—all harbingers of a new lifestyle of _________ and ____________.   


2.
By 1960, virtually every home had a TV set.  Televangelists such as Baptist _______ _________, Pentecostal Holiness preacher Oral __________, and Catholic Bishop Fulton J. ___________ promoted the gospel on TV.  


3.
Elvis Presley, fusing black _________ and _______ with country, helped develop and popularize a new music genre known as _____ and _______.


4.
Traditionalists were repelled by the sexual suggestiveness of Elvis Presley, Marilyn __________, and the new (1955) magazine __________.  


5.
Americans were becoming free-spending consumers of mass-produced _____________ advertised on TV.  Rising affluence promoted a rapidly expanding consumer culture.


6.
Critics lamented these developments.  David _________’s ____ _________ _______ (1950), William _______’s ____ _____________ _______, and Sloan ________’s ____ ____ ___ ____ _____ ________ _______ (1955) explored the negative effects of staggering conformity that characterized society in the 1950s.   [In terms of “American identity,” the shift is away from the individual being driven by traditions (appropriate for a very static society) or by “inner direction” (arising from deeply held values in a society experiencing changes).  The shift is toward being other-directed, whereby success is achieved by conforming to expectations and standards set by others in society—your friends, neighbors, boss.  This other-directedness arises in a rapidly changing society such as America in 1950.  To be other-directed is to set up being driven by whatever “standards” are popular.  Success is possible, but a moral compass is lost, and social criticism of this phenomenon is vital and necessary. The literature of the period discusses these issues.  Note too that a conservative Christian response to this is appropriate, which helps explain the rise of the Christian right in the 1970s and later.]


7.
Serious criticism continued with John Kenneth ___________’s ____ ____________ ___________ (1957), in which he argued that American society was producing private wealth and public squalor at the same time.  His call to spend more on public welfare was not heeded in the 1950s.
The Advent of Eisenhower 887-88

1.
In the election of 1952, Dwight _____________ and his running mate, California Senator Richard ________, beat Illinois Governor Adlai _____________ (442 to 89 in the electoral vote).


2.  
Eisenhower promised to go to _________.  His pledge to end the war helped bring about the armistice that was negotiated in the summer of 1953, shortly after he took office. [One could argue that containment worked in Korea. The North Koreans were unsuccessful in their effort to conquer South Korea. This was a “limited” war, one that was hard for the American people to understand.]
The Rise and Fall of Joseph McCarthy


This important subheading was completed while studying Chapter 36.
Desegregating American Society 890-91

1.
In the 1950s, Jim Crow governed race relations.  Further, only ___% of eligible black voters were registered in the South, and in Mississippi the figure was less than ___%.


2.
Where laws were insufficient to keep the black man in his “place,” violence was used.  Fourteen-year-old _________ _____ was lynched in 1955 for allegedly leering at a white woman.


3.
In December of 1955, _____ _______, a black seamstress active in the local NAACP, refused to give up a seat on a bus in ______________, Alabama.  She was arrested and convicted of a Jim Crow bus law.  That action began the successful Montgomery bus ___________ that brought the Rev. ________ ________ _______ to a position of leadership in the civil rights movement.  King’s devotion to nonviolent resistance was rooted in the Bible and the teachings of India’s liberator, Mohandas _______.
Seeds of the Civil Rights Revolution 891, 894-95


1.
In 1948, __________ ordered desegregation in the federal civil service and in the U.S. armed ________.


2.
Supreme Court Chief Justice ____ __________ engaged in “judicial activism” in his decisions.  Most importantly was ______ __ _______ ___ ____________ (1954), which declared that segregation was “inherently unequal” and that the “separate but equal” doctrine of _______ __ ____________ (1896) was unconstitutional.  Desegregation must proceed with “all deliberate speed.”  [THIS IS A LANDMARK DECISION IN U.S. HISTORY.]  The NAACP and Thurgood Marshall were involved in the Brown decision.


3.
Deep South diehards organized massive resistance to Brown.  Schools throughout the South resisted the decision.  


4.
In 1957, President Eisenhower finally stepped in when Arkansas Governor Orval ________ used the National Guard to maintain order and keep nine black children from attending ________ High School in ________ ______, Arkansas.  In this direct challenge to federal authority, Eisenhower sent troops from the 101st Airborne Division to Little Rock to take charge and escort the students to school. 

5.
Also in 1957 Congress passed the first civil rights act since ____________.  This modest effort created a Civil Rights Commission to investigate ______ _________ violations and authorize _____________ to protect ________ rights.


6.
Martin Luther King organized the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) in ______ (year) to mobilize the vast power of the ______ _________ on behalf of black rights.  This was really smart because the black churches were the best-organized institutions allowed to flourish under Jim Crow.


7.
A spontaneous “sit-in” movement began in February, _____ (year), when four black students from a local college sat down at a counter in a _____________’s store in _____________, South Carolina.  They were refused service, and within a short time the sit-in movement spread throughout the South.  The object of the movement grew to include the eradication of discrimination in restaurants, ______________, __________, _______________, and _______ ______________.


8.
In 1960, Southern black students formed the activist Student Nonviolent Coordination Committee (SNCC) to supplement the more stately tactics of the SCLC and the legalistic approach of the NAACP.  Note names of civil rights organizations, dates of establishment, and significant leaders: 


1) NAACP

 1909 

W.E.B. DuBois 



2) Urban League
 1910

Whitney Young (1960s)



3) CORE

 1942 

James farmer 



4) SCLC

 1957 

MLK 



5) SNCC 

 1960 

Stokely Carmichael


6) Black Panther Party 1966

Huey Newton, Bobby seale
Makers of America:  The Great African American Migration 892-93

1.
Blacks were angered at being deprived of lucrative defense jobs before and during WWII.  FDR responded in 1941 with an ___________ _______ declaring that there shall be no discrimination in the employment of workers in defense industries.   


2.
At war’s end, millions of African Americans had moved out of the South.  They were “freer” than in the South but racial tensions remained and “justice for all” was yet to be achieved. 
Eisenhower Republicanism at Home 895-97

1.
While Eisenhower was a fiscal conservative, he nevertheless supported a massive federal program in 1956.  The ____________ _________ _____ called for the building of some 42,000 miles of interstate highways.  This Act was defended in terms of national defense (the nation needed good roads for fighting a war), but the unintended consequence was to hasten the decline of cities as people, jobs, and stores moved to the suburbs along interstate highway corridors.
A “New Look” in Foreign Policy 897

1.
In 1954, Secretary of State ______ ________ ________ promoted “massive _____________” to confront the Soviets.  This led to the expensive buildup of strategic super bombers capable of delivering nuclear bombs.  Later, intercontinental missiles would drive costs further skyward.


2.
In spite of Cold War promises, the U.S. failed to help ___________ rebels who fought against Soviet domination in ______ (year).   Massive retaliation was inappropriate for a small affair such as the Hungarian rebellion, and “Ike” was sorely disappointed with the huge costs associated with defense spending.
The Vietnam Nightmare 897-98

1.
After WWII, _________ made an effort to regain control of French Indochina (Vietnam).  By 1954, the U.S. was financing about ___% of the French effort to defeat Communist leader Ho Chi Minh.  When the French fortress at _____________ fell in 1954, the French pulled out.  At the ensuing _________ conference, Vietnam was divided in two, with Ho Chi Minh controlling the North and Ngo Dinh Diem controlling the South.  Diem reneged on the pledge to have democratic ___________ (he believed the Communists would win).  Communist rebels, supported by Ho Chi Minh, renewed the struggle.  The U.S. backed the ______ regime as part of the overarching “containment” strategy.   [Ten years later, in 1964, the U.S. would begin a massive buildup to defeat Ho Chi Minh and the Communists.  Ho Chi Minh won; the U.S. lost.]
Cold War Crises in Europe and the Middle East 898-99

1.
To confront NATO, in 1955 the Soviets created the _________ Pact, a defensive alliance among Eastern European (Soviet-controlled) nations.


2.
Fearing Soviet penetration of oil-rich Iran, the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) engineered the overthrow of the ___________ government in 1953.  A pro-American regime under a “Shah” was installed and remained in power until he was overthrown by Islamic radicals in 1979 (discussed on pages 962-63).  


3.
Google “blowback” and insert a precise definition here:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
By ______ (year), the U.S. had become an importer of oil and needed Middle Eastern oil.


5.
In 1957, Ike and Congress pledged economic and military aid to ________     __________ nations threatened by Communism.  This was called the ____________ Doctrine. (The threats to stability, however, came from nationalism and Islamic fundamentalism.)
Round Two for Ike 90-01

1.
In the election of 1956, Ike beat ___________again (____ to ____ in the Electoral College).   [Asked what he would do differently if he ran again, he said:  “I would not run against a national hero.”]


2.
The Soviets stunned the U.S. with the launch of the ________ space capsule in _____ (year).   Shattering American self-confidence, the U.S. created the __________ _____________ ___ _______ _________________ (NASA) and had a capsule in orbit by 1958.  Also in 1958 and in response to the perceived lag in technical studies, Congress authorized the National Defense Education Act (NDEA) to finance _______ to college students and to give grants for teaching the sciences.  
The Continuing Cold War 901-02

1.
In 1958, and pursuant to the Eisenhower Doctrine, several thousand U.S. troops were dispatched to restore order in pro-Western ___________ (which was being threatened by Egypt and communist plots).  [The Lebanon Crisis of 1958 was Dr. Burns’s “war.”  Further, he was on the U.S.S. Intrepid with the Second Fleet in the Atlantic at the time--nowhere near Lebanon.]


2.
In 1960, a conference in Paris was to be held to discuss the burning issue of _________.  The conference collapsed, however, when Soviet Premier Nikita ___________ raged over the American __-__ spy plane shot down over Russia.
Cuba’s Castroism Spells Communism 902

1.
Communist rebel Fidel ________ led a successful takeover of Cuba in 1959.  He confiscated American property and the U.S. imposed an economic embargo on Cuba.  Diplomatic relations were severed in _____ (year).    The Soviet Union began providing economic and military aid to Cuba while Khrushchev proclaimed the death of the __________ Doctrine.  Cuba would become a dangerous flash point for 
Soviet-American relations under Kennedy.
Kennedy Challenges Nixon for the Presidency 902-03

1.
Senator John F. __________ (MA) and Senator Lyndon B. Johnson (TX) defeated Vice President ______ in the close election of 1960.  Kennedy did well in urban centers, with support from workers, __________, and _________ ______________.
An Old General Fades Away 904, 906

1.
American was fabulously prosperous during the _____________ years in spite of pockets of poverty and unemployment.  


2.
__________ and _________ were added as the 49th and 50th states in _____ (year).


3.
Eisenhower’s greatest failing--arguably--was that he did little for _______ ________ for African Americans when he had a chance to do so (he did not believe the law should be used to change social values).  [His motivation for sending the troops to Little Rock had more to do with federal authority than civil rights.]
The Life of the Mind in postwar America 906-08 

1.
See the text and description of the photo on page 907.  Arthur _________’s play, _______ ___ __ ___________ (1949), probed the psychic cost of failure in a society that held out the promise of _________ to all. [This is a good point about “American identity,” a topic in which AP has an interest.  That is, “Americans” define themselves on the basis of success, not status.  Emphasis is not on where you are (status) but where you want to go and how to get there.  For other-directed people such as Willy Loman, success is in part determined by how well you are liked by others.]


2.
Ralph __________’s ____________ _____ (1952) is a haunting novel that features a nameless _______ person who finds none of his supporters—white philanthropists, black nationalists, communists—capable of seeing him as a real ____.
