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CHAPTER 36 Worksheet

The Cold War Begins, 1945–1952

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: America emerged from World War II as the world’s strongest economic power, and commenced a postwar economic boom that lasted for two decades. A bulging population migrated to the suburbs and Sunbelt, leaving the cities increasingly to minorities and the poor.

Theme: The end of World War II left the United States and the Soviet Union as the two dominant world powers, and they soon became locked in a Cold War confrontation. The Cold War spread from Europe to become a global ideological conflict between democracy and communism. Among its effects were a nasty hot war in Korea and a domestic crusade against “disloyalty.”

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

In the immediate postwar years there were widespread fears of a return to depression. But fueled by cheap energy, increased worker productivity, and government programs like the GI Bill of Rights, the economy began a spectacular expansion that lasted from 1950 to 1970. This burst of affluence transformed American industry and society, and particularly drew more women into the workforce.

Footloose Americans migrated to the Sunbelts of the South and West, and to the growing suburbs, leaving the northeastern cities with poorer populations. Families grew rapidly, as the “baby boom” created a population bulge that would last for decades.

The Yalta agreement near the end of World War II left major issues undecided and created controversy over postwar relations with the Soviet Union. With feisty Truman in the White House, the two new superpowers soon found themselves at odds over Eastern Europe, Germany, and the Middle East.

The Truman Doctrine announced military aid and an ideological crusade against international communism. The Marshall Plan provided economic assistance to starving and communist-threatened Europe, which soon joined the United States in the NATO military alliance.

The Cold War and revelations of spying aroused deep fears of communist subversion at home that culminated in McCarthy’s witch-hunting. Fear of communist advances abroad and social change at home generated national and local assaults on many people perceived to be “different.” Issues of the Cold War and civil rights fractured the Democratic Party three ways in 1948, but a gutsy Truman campaign overcame the divisions to win a triumphant underdog victory.

The Communist Chinese won a civil war against the Nationalists. North Korea invaded South Korea, and the Americans and Chinese joined in fighting the seesaw war to a bloody stalemate. MacArthur’s insubordination and threats to expand the war to China led Truman to fire him.
Making Modern American 1945 to present 850-851


1.
PROMISE:  Prosperity after 1945 nourished a sense of national self-confidence and fed a revolution of ________ ________________.


2.
FEAR:  Abroad, fierce competition with the Soviet Union colored almost every aspect of America’s _________ ___________.  Domestically, anti-communist fears unleashed the destructive force of McCarthyism in the 1950s—a modern-day _______ ______ for communists and their sympathizers that ruined thousands of careers and lives.

Postwar Economic Anxieties 852-53

1.
Without wartime price controls [and the pent-up demand for consumer goods], prices rose ___% in 1946-47.  Fearing they would not be able to buy the very goods they were producing, laborers went on strike with regularity.


2.
Conservatives reacted to labor gains with the ______-___________ _____ (1947), passed over Truman’s veto, that outlawed the “__________” (all union) shop.  Union membership would peak in the ________s and then begin a long decline.


3.
A great boost to the economy came as a result of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, commonly known as the ____ _________.  This act provided money for returning vets to go to _______ and to buy _______ with low-cost loans obtained from the Veterans Administration.
The Long Economic Boom, 1950-1970 854

1.
National income almost __________ in the 1950s.  By the mid-1950s, 60% of the American people were middle-class.  They bought cars, washing machines, television sets, and homes. [From the 1920s, recall that people bought cars, refrigerators, vacuum cleaners, and radios—now in the 1950s add washing machines, TVs, homes, and more cars.]


2.
Prosperity benefited _______ who found jobs in urban offices and shops.
The Roots of Postwar Prosperity 854, 856-57

1.
Cheap energy fed the boom—oil, _____, coal, and falling water.  


2.
Spectacular gains were made in productivity.  By 1970, U.S. workers could produce _______ as much as they could in ______.  This _________ the average American’s standard of living in the postwar quarter-century.


3.
The family farm declined as consolidation led to big agribusiness.   Huge farms with expensive machinery, ______________, and government ___________ made the small farmer a relic of the past.  At the end of WWII, farmers were 15% of the labor force.  By the 1990s they were __%. [Add cars, highways (including the interstate system), and malls/WalMart and you have the reasons for the decline of small towns across rural America.]
The Smiling Sunbelt 857-59

1.
For three decades after 1945, ten of millions of Americans changed residences every year.   The uncertainties associated with this mobility resulted in child-rearing advice books, the most notable being Benjamin Spock’s 1945 _____ ________ _______ ______ ____ ______ _____ _______ ______.

 2.
Living in the Sunbelt--the fifteen Southern states from Virginia to California--became increasingly more popular, as evidenced by the fact that every occupant of the _______ _______ since ______ has hailed from a Sunbelt state.
The Rush to the Suburbs 859
1.
Modern migrants fled to the _________, using low cost loans from the _________ ___________ ___________ (FHA) or __________ ________________ (VA) to buy inexpensive homes.

2.
“_______ flight” to the suburbs left minorities in the inner cities.  Further, the government built public ________ projects that inadvertently contributed to the continued segregation of minorities in cities.
The Postwar Baby Boom 859-62

1.
The huge leap in the birthrate in the fifteen years following WWII added ___ million babies to the population by the end of the ______s.  The economic shockwaves of the baby boom could be felt in providing education, goods, and services to this generation.
The Suburbanites 860-61

1.
A car culture featured drive-in (later drive-through) restaurants and _______-___ movies.  Shopping malls arose to replace downtown shops.  Interstate __________ permitted commuters to live in suburbs and work in cities.  
Truman:  The “Gutty” Man from Missouri 862-63

1.
Truman had a sign on his desk:  “_____ ______ _______ ______.”   He was willing to accept responsibility. 
Yalta:  Bargain or Betrayal? 863

1.
At the Yalta Conference in February 1945, Stalin promised free elections in Eastern Europe (he reneged on this) and also agreed to come into the war against _______ after the end of the war in Europe (he did this, but after the first atomic bomb was dropped).
The United States and the Soviet Union 864-65

1.
Having fought two wars with Germany in the 20th Century, the Soviet Union wanted friendly nations on its _________ border, especially in ________.  Stalin’s heavy-handed treatment of Eastern European nations after WWII contributed greatly to the Cold War.  The Cold War not only shaped Soviet-American relations; it overshadowed the entire _________ ______________ order in every corner of the globe.
Shaping the Postwar World 865-66

1.
At Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, in 1944, the Western Allies created the _______________ ___________ _______ (IMF) to regulate international monetary exchange rates and the World Bank to provide economic assistance to war-ravaged and underdeveloped areas of the world.  The U.S. took the lead in the creation of these bodies.


2.
More importantly, in 1945, the U.S. helped create the ________ _________.  The ________ approved U.S. participation in the U.N. by a vote of 89 to 2.  


3.
THINK:  In contrast with the U.S. isolationist reaction to the League of Nations following _______ ____ __, U.S. participation in the IMF, World Bank, and U.N. at the end of World War II signaled a radical change in U.S. policy, from isolation to full participation in world affairs.
The Problem of Germany 866-68

1.
Germany was divided into ______ zones under the control of the allies (Britain, France, the U.S., and the Soviet Union).  Berlin, lying completely within the Soviet zone, was also divided among the four powers.


2.
In 1948, Stalin choked off rail and road access to _______.  In a test of wills between the U.S. and the Soviet Union, Truman airlifted supplies to Berlin.  In ______, the Soviets called off the land blockade in what amounted to a great Truman victory.

The Cold War Congeals 868-71


1.
In 1947, George F. __________, in an article in Foreign Affairs, crafted what became known as the “containment doctrine,” in which he suggested that Russia was relentlessly expansionist and that the U.S. should hold back the Russians with “______ ___ ___________ _______________.”   Truman embraced containment and made it the foreign policy of the U.S.


2.
 Consistent with containment, in 1947 Truman announced the ________ __________,  in which he declared that U.S. policy would be to help free peoples who are ___________ ___________ ______________ ____ _______ ____________ ___ ___ ___________ ______________.

3.
Truman then asked Congress for $_____ million to aid Turkey and Greece.


4.
France, Italy, and Germany still suffered from WWII dislocations, and Communist parties in those countries could exploit those hardships.   In response to this threat, Secretary of State George C. Marshall articulated what became known as the __________ ______, whereby the U.S. would provide financial assistance for economic recovery.   Truman’s Marshall Plan was a spectacular success as Western European nations grew prosperous with U.S. aid.


5.
Arab (and oil rich) nations opposed the creation of Israel in 1948.  Truman, however, recognized the state of Israel upon its first day of existence.   U.S. support for Israel vastly complicated U.S.-Arab relations for decades (and continues complicated to this day).
America Begin to Rearm 871-72

1.
The perceived menace of the Soviet Union prompted the U.S. to act.  In 1947, Congress passed the National Security Act, which created the ____________ _____ __________  (DOD), the __________ __________ _________ (NSC), and the _________ ______________ __________ (CIA).  Congress also resurrected the draft. 


2.
In 1948, Western European nations formed the _______ __________ ________ _________________ (NATO).  The U.S. joined NATO in 1949, with a Senate vote of ___ to ___.  NATO became the military cornerstone of Cold War containment.  This was the first permanent entangling alliance since the Franco-American alliance of 1778 (abandoned by the Convention of 1800).  
Reconstruction and Revolution in Asia 872-74

1.
The Japanese cooperated with General ____________, politically and economically.  This paved the way for the phenomenal growth and stability of Japan in the postwar years.


2.
When the Communists took China in _____ (year), forcing the Nationalists to retreat to the island of _________, American leaders, particularly Republican, blamed the U.S. for the “loss of China.”  The Democrats were blamed for an administration that was laced with Communists or their sympathizers.  Truman simply said he could not have lost China because he never had China to lose.


3.
 More bad news came in 1949 when Truman announced that the Soviets had perfected the atomic bomb.  ( Both sides raced to development of the more powerful ___________ bomb, with the U.S. detonating one in 1952 and the Soviets in 1953.)
Ferreting out Alleged Communists 874-75

1.
With the fall of China to the Reds and the Soviet acquisition of the bomb, critics assumed that Communists in the U.S. were to blame.  ___________ oaths became popular.  Congressman Richard Nixon made a name for himself on the _______ ___________ ____ ___-___________ _____________ (HUAC) by accusing a former New Dealer, Alger Hiss, of being a Communist.  Hiss denied the charge but was convicted and sentenced to five years in prison for perjury.


2.
Congress, acting out of fear and overriding a Truman veto, passed the McCarran __________ ___________ _____ in 1950, which authorized the president to ________ _____ __________ suspicious people during a national security emergency.   To critics, the law looked like police-state tactics that would lead to concentration camps.


3.
Red witch-hunters had their day when ________ _____ _______ ____________ were convicted of ___________ in connection with “leaking” atomic data to the Soviets. They were executed in 1953.


4.
Go to pages 888-890 in Chapter 37



Wisconsin Senator Joseph ___________’s name is used to characterize this fear-filled anti-communist period.  In 1950, he accused Secretary of State ___________ with employing 205 communists.   He even accused former General and former Secretary of State George C. ____________ as being part of the communist conspiracy.  As thousands of lives and careers were ruined as a result of communist witch-hunts, most notably in the Hollywood film industry, McCarthy posed a terrible danger to the republic.   His end came when he attacked the United States Army.  In televised hearings in 1954, tens of millions of Americans knew the McCarthy era was over when a mild-mannered, grandfatherly civilian lawyer for the Army rhetorically asked McCarthy if he had no “sense of decency—after all.”  The Senate then censured him, and he died in alcoholic obscurity three years later.  “_______________” passed into our language as a label for dangerous forces of ____________ _____ _______ that a democratic society can unleash only at its peril.

Democratic Division in 1948 875-77

1.
Southern Democrats, unhappy with Truman’s civil rights position, formed the States’ Rights Party (Dixiecrats) in 1948.  Governor _______ __________ of South Carolina was their presidential nominee.  In spite of this division, Truman beat the Republican candidate, New York Governor Thomas E. _______, ____ to ____ in electoral votes.
The Korean Volcano Erupts (1950) 877-79

1.
In early 1950, Secretary of State Dean Acheson declared Korea to be outside the ___________ ____ _________ _____________ in the Pacific.  In June, 1950, Communist North Korea, using Soviet-made tanks, invaded democratic _______ _______.  Acting under United Nations authority, Truman committed American forces to the defense of Korea.  The North Korean attack appeared, so it seemed, to be proof of the wisdom of the “containment” policy; i.e., that the Communists would expand wherever a weak spot could be discerned.  


2.
In 1949, the National Security Council, in a document known as ____-___, called for a quadrupling of the defense budget.  The Korean War (1950-53) seemed to vindicate that report, and Truman ordered a massive buildup in American armed forces.  NSC-68 was a key document in the Cold War period because it signaled the beginning of a massive and permanent military establishment, at great expense to the American people.

The Military Seesaw in Korea 879

1.
General ____________ was put in charge of the war effort.  He did not like to fight a “limited war” and saw the Korean conflict as but part of the larger battle with the Soviet Union.  He failed to heed Truman’s warnings to keep his opinions to himself, and Truman fired MacArthur on ______ ___, _______ (exact date).  MacArthur was idolized; Truman was criticized.  In the end, Commander-in-Chief and President Truman had his way.  [In Chapter 37 the Korean War comes to a close in 1953 with an armistice.]
Varying Viewpoints:  Who Was to Blame for the Cold War?  880-81

1.
a)
After WWII, historians stated that the Soviet Union was to blame for the Cold War.



b)
Revisionist historians of the ________s (decade) claimed that American warlike behavior (e.g., using and brandishing atomic weapons) was the reason for the Cold War.



c)
Post-revisionists of today claim that the Cold War is best understood as arising from _________________ by American leaders, an overreaction by those leaders, and in the case of the Vietnam War, a failure of political ______________.




Post-Revisionists still blame the Soviet Union for the Cold War, but they also give the Soviet Union credit for ending it.




Note:  Post-revisionist thinking is the best approach to take in an essay.
