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CHAPTER 35 Worksheet

America in World War II, 1941–1945

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: Unified by Pearl Harbor, America effectively carried out a war mobilization effort that produced vast social and economic changes within American society.

Theme: Following its “get Hitler first” strategy, the United States and its Allies invaded and liberated conquered Europe from Fascist rule. The slower strategy of “island-hopping” against Japan also proceeded successfully until the atomic bomb brought a sudden end to World War II.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

America was wounded but roused to national unity by Pearl Harbor. Roosevelt settled on a fundamental strategy of dealing with Hitler first, while doing just enough in the Pacific to block the Japanese advance.

With the ugly exception of the Japanese-American concentration camps, World War II proceeded in the United States without the fanaticism and violations of civil liberties that occurred in World War I. The economy was effectively mobilized, using new sources of labor such as women and Mexican braceros. Numerous African Americans and Indians also left their traditional rural homelands and migrated to war-industry jobs in the cities of the North and West. The war brought full employment and prosperity, as well as enduring social changes, as millions of Americans were uprooted and thrown together in the military and in new communities across the country. Unlike European and Asian nations, however, the United States experienced relatively little economic and social devastation from the war.

The tide of Japanese conquest was stemmed at the Battles of Midway and the Coral Sea, and American forces then began a slow strategy of “island hopping” toward Tokyo. Allied troops first invaded North Africa and Italy in 1942–1943, providing a small, compromise “second front” that attempted to appease the badly weakened Soviet Union as well as the anxious British. The real second front came in June 1944 with the D-Day invasion of France. The Allies moved rapidly across France, but faced a setback in the Battle of the Bulge in the Low Countries.

Meanwhile, American capture of the Marianas Islands established the basis for extensive bombing of the Japanese home islands. Roosevelt won a fourth term as Allied troops entered Germany and finally met the Russians, bringing an end to Hitler’s rule in May 1945. After a last round of brutal warfare on Okinawa and Iwo Jima, the dropping of two atomic bombs ended the war against Japan in August 1945.

The Allies Trade Space for Time 821-22


1.
The overpowering problem confronting America at the start of the war was to ________ _______ _____ _____ before the dictators crushed their adversaries.

The Shock of War 822-23

1.
Unlike World War I, the patriotism of ______________ was not questioned.  Immigration had been choked off for two decades and those immigrants who were in the U.S. were well-settled.  Thus there was virtually ____ _____-_________ of minority groups as there was during WWI.  


2.
The main exception was 110,000 ___________ on the West Coast who, thought to be potential saboteurs, were relocated to ten remote camps in the West and detained for up to four years, all in violation of the 5th Amendment (two-thirds were U.S. __________).  The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the internment in _____________ v. _____ (1944).  In 1988, Congress apologized and paid each living internee $_________.  [Reasons for internment:  1] anti-Japanese war hysteria, 2) racism; 3) economic exploitation. ]

Building the War Machine 826

1.
Military orders soaked up the idle ____________ __________ of the still-lingering Depression.   Unlike the voluntary efforts of World War I, industry in WWII was more closely regulated:



a)
the _____ ____________ _______ halted production of non-essential items, including passenger _______;



b)
with sharp inflation due to full employment and scarce goods, the ________ ____ _______ _________________ regulated prices though rationing of critical goods (meat, butter);



c) 
the _____ ________ _______ imposed ceilings on wage increases. (Unions did not like wage ceilings in time of inflation and there were many strikes, prompting Congress to pass the Smith-Connally _____-_________ _____ of 1943 to authorize governmental seizure of an industry tied up by a strike.)

Manpower and Womanpower 827-28


1.
15 million were enlisted in the armed services.  The need for workers was filled in part by the ___________ program, whereby _______________ could come to the U.S. to pick the fruits and vegetables.



2.
Six million _________ got jobs outside the home.  Day-care centers were set up to care for the children of “Rosie the ___________.”  The war foreshadowed the future role that women would play in the economy.  At war’s end, _____-________ of the women left the labor force, most returning to their homes to assume traditional roles.
Wartime Migration 828-30


1.
While FDR revitalized the South with $6 billion in industrial facilities, the great migration during the war came from the flight of 1.6 million blacks to war industry jobs in the North and West.  In response to this and African American demands for better treatment, FDR ordered non-discrimination in defense industries and created a ______ ____________ ___________ ______________ (FEPC) to monitor compliance.


2.
Blacks serving in the armed forces rallied to the Double-__—victory over dictators abroad and racism at home.  [Note the idea of fighting for the freedom of others abroad and for their own freedom at home.]


3.
As a result of this black migration, by 1970 half of all blacks lived _________ _____ _________.

4.
Resulting from this migration, clashes occurred as groups intermingled, with the ________ suit riots (Mexicans, white sailors) in L.A. in 1943 and a brutal race riot (white/black) in Detroit.
Holding the Home Front 831-32


1.
While Europe was being ruined, America suffered little at home during the war.  War, not enlightened social policy, lifted the U.S. out of the _____________.  


2.
The war was expensive:  twice as much as all previous federal spending since ______ (year).  Most of the money to pay for the war was borrowed and the federal debt rose from $___ billion in 1941 to $_____ billion in 1945.  

The Rising Sun in the Pacific 832


1.
When Corregidor in Manila Harbor surrendered on May 6, 1942, the Japanese were in complete control of the _________________ archipelago.

Japan’s High Tide at Midway 832-33


1.
An epochal U.S. Navy victory occurred near __________ Island on June 3-6, 1942.  That battle halted Japan’s juggernaut.   [Dr. Burns’s favorite war story:  all fifteen planes (thirty crewmen) of Torpedo Squadron 8 off the U.S.S. Hornet were shot down in the early moments of the engagement.  The courage of the men of Torpedo Squadron 8--who attacked the Japanese fleet with no fighter cover--is one of the most remarkable stories in the history of the U.S. Navy.]

American Leapfrogging Toward Tokyo 833-35


1.
Following Midway, the U.S. was able to seize the _____________ in the Pacific.

The Allied Halting of Hitler 835


1.
[The German Sixth Army went to Stalingrad--250,000 strong--in 1942.   In arguably the greatest defeat in military history, only 6,000 returned.]

A Second Front from North Africa to Rome 835-37


1.
The Soviet Union cried out for a ____________ front in the west to relieve the pressure on the Red Army in the east.  

D-Day:  June 6, 1944 837-38


1.
In December, 1943, Stalin, Churchill and FDR met in ___________ (Iran) to make plans for the second front.


2.
On D-Day, ______ __, _______ (date), the allies, primarily the Americans and British, invaded France.  Paris was liberated in August 1944. 

FDR:  The Fourth-Termite of 1944 838, 840-41


1.
Senator Harry __________ of Missouri was FDR’s vice presidential running mate in the election of 1944.

Roosevelt Defeats Dewey 841-42


1.
FDR defeated New York Governor Thomas E. ________ by an electoral count of _____ to ____.

The Last Days of Hitler 842-43


1.
As the allies pushed eastward, the Germans launched a last-gasp offensive known as the Battle of the _________ in December, 1944.  Surrounded by German artillery at Bastogne, the ____ ___________ Division held out until Patton’s armor arrived.  The failure to take Bastogne doomed the German offensive.

Look at the map on page 842.  Assume it is a document in a DBQ.  Identify two pieces of outside information:

1_______________________________________________________________________2_______________________________________________________________________


2.
Hitler committed suicide on April 30; Germany formally surrendered on May 7.
Japan Dies Hard 843-44


1.
The fire-bombing of ________ in March 1945 killed an estimated 83,000 people [most civilians].

The Atomic Bombs 845-46


1.
The _________ (near Berlin) conference of July 1945 resulted in a surrender or die ultimatum to the Japanese.    


2.
Two atomic bombs were dropped on Japan:  August 6 on ____________ (180,000 casualties), and August 9 on ​​​​____________ (80,000 casualties).


3.
Japan surrendered on August 15 and General _______________ assumed control of the U.S. occupation of Japan.

The Allies Triumphant 847-48


1.
America sustained ____ million casualties, about one-third killed.  The Soviets sustained about __________ million killed.

Varying Viewpoints--The Atomic Bombs:   Were They Justified?  848-849


1.
Critics say:  1) racism played a role:  the bombs were dropped on ___________ people; 2) the bombs were actually the first salvo in the emerging ______ _____ against the Soviet Union (by implication not needed against Japan).



Defenders say:  1) the bomb was actually a race to beat the Germans to it and had the Germans not surrendered they would have suffered the same fate as the Japanese; 2) the _____________ bomb of August 9 was needed to convince the Japanese that the August 6 bombing was not a one-time stunt; 3) the decision to use the bomb was not made in 1945 but in _____ (year) when the U.S. committed to build the bomb; [4) not mentioned in the text is the traditional argument that an invasion of the Japanese homeland would have cost up to one million American casualties.]


2.
Seldom discussed is the fire-bombing of five dozen Japanese cities in 1945.  Those bombings killed _______ times more people than the atomic bombs.  [Some argue that had the U.S. lost the war, U.S. military commanders would have been tried as war criminals for the fire-bombing of Japanese civilian populations.]
