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CHAPTER 21 Worksheet

The Furnace of the Civil War 1861-1865
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Theme: The Civil War, begun as a limited struggle over the Union, eventually became a total war to end slavery and transform the nation.

Theme: After several years of seesaw struggle, the Union armies under Ulysses Grant finally wore down the Southern forces under Robert E. Lee and ended the Confederate bid for independence as well as the institution of slavery.
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The Union defeat at Bull Run ended Northern complacency about a quick victory. George McClellan and other early Union generals proved unable to defeat the tactically brilliant Confederate armies under Lee. The Union naval blockade put a slow but devastating economic noose around the South.

The political and diplomatic dimensions of the war quickly became critical. In order to retain the Border States, Lincoln first de-emphasized any intention to destroy slavery. But the Battle of Antietam in 1862 enabled Lincoln to prevent foreign intervention and turn the struggle into a war against slavery. Blacks and abolitionists joined enthusiastically in a war for emancipation, but white resentment in part of the North created political problems for Lincoln.

The Union victories at Vicksburg in the West and Gettysburg in the East finally turned the military tide against the South. Southern resistance remained strong, but the Union victories at Atlanta and Mobile assured Lincoln’s success in the election of 1864 and ended the last Confederate hopes. The war ended the issues of disunion and slavery, but at a tremendous cost to both North and South.

Introduction before first subheading
1.  Lincoln expected a quick war, but it lasted for four years, and when it was over hundreds of thousands of soldiers lay dead, ___________ ______ ________, and the nation faced the task of reintegrating the South into the Union.

Bull Run Ends the “Ninety –Day” War
2.  The military victory of the South at Bull Run on _____________ (date) set the stage for a war that would not only be one to preserve the Union but for the abolitionist ideal of ______________________.

“Tardy George” McClellan and the Peninsula Campaign

3.  McClellan Peninsula campaign of 1862 was beaten back when General ____________ __ ____________ launched a devastating and successful counterattack, after which McClellan withdrew from Virginia.  

4.  Union strategy then turned to total war, with six goals: 1)  slowly suffocate the South by ___________________ its coasts; 2) liberate the ___________, thereby undercutting the economic foundation of the South; 3) divide the Confederacy by taking control of the ______________ River; 4)  chop the Confederacy to pieces by sending armies through __________________ and the _________________; 5) capture the capital at ______________; and 6)  engage the Southern armies and grind them into ________________.

The War at Sea

5.  At the start of the war, the blockade was not effective, but Britain recognized it as binding because, as a great maritime nation, it did not want to ____ ____ ______ ________ in a future war.
The Pivotal Point:  Antietam

6.  Lee, having defeated McClellan on the Peninsula, pushed into Maryland and met the Union army at the critical battle of ___________ _______ on ___________________________ (date).  The battle was a draw, but Lee withdrew back into Virginia and the North treated the battle as a victory.  (The two most significant battles of the war, this one and Gettysburg, were fought on Union soil.)  

7.  The Union displayed great strength at this battle, and both __________ and ___________ cooled off with respect to their willingness to step in and mediate the conflict.
8.  This battle was Lincoln’s long-awaited “victory” to launch his _________________ _____________________.  Just six days after the battle, on ____________________________ (date), Lincoln issued the preliminary proclamation stating that the final proclamation would be issued on January 1, 1863.  When Lincoln issued the final proclamation on January 1, 1863, the Civil War became ______ ___ __ __________ _________________and the fate of slavery was sealed.

A Proclamation Without Emancipation

9.  The Emancipation Proclamation declared “___________ _______” slaves in Confederate states still in rebellion (those areas of the Confederacy not controlled by the Union army).  In effect, Lincoln freed no slaves, but as Union armies advanced, slaves became free.   (Final freedom was achieved when the ___________ _________________ was ratified in _______ (year).)   After the Proclamation, the moral and diplomatic position of the Union was improved greatly.
Blacks Battle Bondage

10.  After the Emancipation Proclamation, in 1863, African-Americans were organized as segregated fighting units.  Their casualties were ____________ ___________; over _____________ (number) died, and ______ received the Congressional Medal of Honor.

11.  The Confederacy did not enlist slaves to serve until the end of the war, and by that time ____ _____ _____ _______.

12.  Many slaves sabotaged the Southern war effort.  They served as spies, guides, scouts, and by war’s end nearly ____________ (number) abandoned their plantations.

Lee’s Last Lunge at Gettysburg

13.  Lee’s victory at Chancellorsville (May, 1863) prompted him to follow up by invading the North, this time through _____________________, and from _____________ (inclusive dates of battle), two mighty armies clashed at ________________.  Pickett’s charge has been called the _______ ______ ____ _____ _______________.”  With the failure of Pickett’s charge on July 3, the Confederate invasion of the North was over. The South was doomed after Gettysburg, but the Confederacy fought on for two more years. 

The War in the West

14.  In July, 1862, David Farragut seized _____ __________.  Vicksburg fell to forces under Grant on July 4, 1863.  After that, the Confederacy was split in two, with the trans-Mississippi west separated from the rest of the South. 

15.  After the twin victories of July 3 and July 4 at ____________________ and _______________, both ____________ and _______________ backed off from provided ships to the Confederacy.
Sherman Scorches Georgia

16.  Sherman took the city of _____________ in September, 1864 and then cut a sixty-mile swath through Georgia to the Atlantic Ocean.   He headed north into South Carolina in early 1865.  By that time there was virtually no Southern opposition to halt his march.

The Election of 1864

17.  Lincoln’s running mate was a loyal war ____________ from ____________ (state).  The reelection of Lincoln was not assured, but news of victories in the field boosted Republican hopes.  Admiral ____________ captured __________ _____ and Sherman took the city of ______________ just before the election.  The last hope for the Southerners was the election of McClellan, the Democratic candidate.  With Lincoln’s reelection, the South was finally doomed.

Grant Outlasts Lee

18.  Grant had superior resources available to him.  Most notably, he could get replacements for soldiers while Lee could not.  On April 9, 1865, Lee surrendered to Grant at _____________ ____________ in Virginia.  With the surrender of Lee, the war was over (but some Confederate units did not surrender until months later, the last one being in Texas).
The Martyrdom of Lincoln

19.  On April 14, 1865, Lincoln was assassinated by ______ ________ _________.  Lincoln’s moderate and intelligent control was given over to the immoderate Vice President Andrew Johnson, who immediately assumed the office of the president.  As time went by, increasing numbers of Southerners came to believe that Lincoln’s death was ___ __________ _____ ________.

The Aftermath of the Nightmare

20.  The Civil War was the supreme test of the __________ ___________.   The Union was preserved; the federal government greatly expanded the power of taxation; nullification and secession were forever destroyed; the first federal social welfare agency was created (Freedmen’s Bureau); and slavery was finally abolished.  Further, pro-business, Republican manufacturers and commercial interests were firmly in control of the government and economy.  During the period of rapid industrialization after the Civil War, the voices of agrarian interests, including those of the defeated South, would be heard barely or not at all.  
Chronology

1861 Confederate artillery fires on this fort to start the war ______ ____________
1862 the battle that prompted the Emancipation Proclamation ________________
1863 the “high water mark of the Confederacy” battle ______________________
1863 this battle divided the South in two at the Mississippi River _____________

1865 Lee surrenders to Grant at _______________ ________________________
1865 Lincoln is ____________________________________________________
