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Theme: The sectional conflict over the expansion of slavery that erupted after the Mexican War was temporarily quieted by the Compromise of 1850, but Douglas’s Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 exploded it again.

Theme: In the 1850s American expansionism in the West and the Caribbean was extremely controversial because it was tied to the slavery question.
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The acquisition of territory from Mexico created acute new dilemmas concerning the expansion of slavery, especially for the two major political parties, which had long tried to avoid the issue. The antislavery Free Soil party pushed the issue into the election of 1848. The application of gold-rich California for admission to the Union forced the controversy into the Senate, which engaged in stormy debates over slavery and the Union.

After the death of President Taylor, who had blocked a settlement, Congress resolved the crisis by passing the delicate Compromise of 1850. The compromise eased sectional tension for the moment, although the Fugitive Slave Law aroused opposition in the North.


As the Whig party died, the Democratic Pierce administration became the tool of proslavery expansionists. Controversies over Nicaragua, Cuba, and the Gadsden Purchase showed that expansionism was closely linked to the slavery issue.


The desire for a northern railroad route led Stephen Douglas to ram the Kansas-Nebraska Act through Congress in 1854. By repealing the Missouri Compromise and making new territory subject to “popular sovereignty” on slavery, this act aroused the fury of the North, sparked the rise of the Republican Party, and set the stage for the Civil War.

Introductory comments before first subheading

1.  The Mexican Cession caused the burning issue of slavery to be renewed.  Antislavers supported the ____________ ______________, which would have prohibited slavery in any part of the Mexican Cession.  Southern senators blocked its passage. 
The Popular Sovereignty Panacea
2.  Popular sovereignty meant that the ________ ____ ___ __________ should determine the status of ​​​​​​_________.
3.  Popular sovereignty was liked by the people because it accorded with the democratic tradition of ______-________________.  Politicians liked it because it tossed the issue of slavery in the territories “_____   ____ _____ _____ _________ __ _____ __________ __________________.”
Political Triumphs for General Taylor

4.  Antislaveryites distrusted both parties and formed the ______ ______ _______ in 1848.  That party supported the Wilmot _________, federal aid for _________ _______________, and free government ___________.

5.  As an inclusive party organized around the issue of slavery and confined to a single section [the North], the Free Soil party foreshadowed the emergence of the ____________ party six years later [1854].

“Californy Gold”
6.  The California gold strike occurred on the __________ River near ________ _______, early in ______ (year).  [Two weeks before the Treaty ending the Mexican War.]
7.  Californians drafted a constitution that excluded  __________ and then applied to Congress for _______________ [as a free state, thus making irrelevant the emerging discussion about slavery in the territories—California would sidestep territorial status and come in directly as a free state—which of course would upset the slave-free balance in the Senate.]
Sectional Balance and the Underground Railroad

8.  The South in 1850 was relatively ______ _____.  The South had a slaveowning southerner in the White House and a friendly Supreme Court and parity with the North in the Senate.  Cotton prices were relatively high.  The South was concerned, however, that the fate of California might establish a precedent for the rest of the __________ __________ territory.

9.  The South was angered by the Underground Railroad, the most famous conductor on which was Harriet Tubman, who rescued some _______ _________ _________  (number), including her __________.   The South, partially in response to the Underground Railroad, demanded a more stringent ___________-_________ _______.

Twilight of the Senatorial Giants

10.  Henry Clay was known as the “_________ _____________.”  He brokered two compromises earlier during two crises involving ____________ (1820) and _______________ (1832-33).  Ailing and near death, he responded one more time with what became known as the Compromise of 1850.
Deadlock and Danger on Capitol Hill

11.  President Taylor was not a compromiser.  (Jackson-like, he threatened to march into __________ and hang the traitors if they carried out their threat and seized Santa Fe.)
Breaking the Congressional Logjam
12.  At the height of the controversy, Taylor _______ and Vice President Millard _________, a compromiser, took over.  This resulted in a series of compromises collectively known as the ____________ _____ _______.
Balancing the Compromise Scales

13.  The five provisions of the Compromise of 1850 were:


1. California was admitted as a _____ _________, tipping the balance of power in the Senate in favor of the ________.


2. The New Mexico and Utah territories (the remaining part of the Mexican Cession) were organized and open to slavery on the basis of _________ _____________.


3. Texas was paid $___ ______________ to settle the border dispute.


4. The slave ________ was outlawed in the __________ ____ ___________.


5. A strong _______________ __________ _______ was passed, providing that federal commissioners who handled a fugitive slave case would receive $ ___ if the suspected runaway were freed and $___ if not, which from an anti-slavery point of view looked like a bribe.  Freedom-loving northerners who helped slaves escape were subject to _______ _______ and _______ ___________.
14.  Some northern states, in response to the Fugitive Slave Act, passed  “__________ __________ _______,”which hampered enforcement of the Act by denying jails to federal official.  These laws further angered Southerners.

15.  In angering people on both sides of the issue, the Fugitive Slave Act was an appalling _________ on the part of the South.
Defeat and Doom for the Whigs
16.  In the election of 1852, the Whigs were hopelessly split on the issue of _____________.  Indeed, they finally “choked to death trying to swallow the distasteful __________ _______ _______.” 

Expansionist Stirrings South of the Border

17.  Southerners looked to expansion in Cuba and lands to the south of the U.S. These could become slave states.  Cuba was particularly attractive:  it was close to the U.S., could be carved up into several slave states, was sugar rich, and had a large population of slaves.  With this in view, Pierce was embarrassed when the secret ________ ___________ was leaked (1854).  The document provided that if _______would not sell _______ for $120 million, the U.S. might take it.  
The Allure of Asia

18.  In the 1840s and 1850s, with what two nations did the Americans begin relationships, basically for the first time?  ________ and __________.
Pacific Railroad Promoters and the Gadsden Purchase

19.  The South was eager to extend a railroad from its southwestern limits (Texas) all the way to _____________.  James _________, a prominent South Carolina railroad man, was appointed __________ to Mexico.  He negotiated was became known as the _________ ___________, whereby Mexico sold a parcel of land (part of southern Arizona and New Mexico today) to the U.S. for $_______ ____________.   The logic of the southern route included the ease of building a road to the west (no high mountains to scale) and, unlike northern routes, the southern route would go through established territories.  Also, the South would benefit from the trade along a southern route.

Douglas’s Kansas-Nebraska Scheme

20.  Stephen ___________, a Democrat, supported popular ________________ in the two new territories to be created out of the unorganized remainder of the Louisiana Purchase country.  The two new territories were to be named ________ and ______________.  Both of these new territories were above 36º30', and thus the Missouri Compromise of 1820 would have to be ____________________.  

21.  What Douglas did not understand is that many of his supporters in the North felt very strongly about the possibility of opening up territory to slavery that had always been closed (at least since 1820, above 36º30).  His position on popular ______________ would be his undoing [and the undoing of the Democratic Party in the election of 1860].
Congress Legislates a Civil War

22.  The Kansas-Nebraska Act was a momentous piece of legislation.  Passed into law in 1854, it turned Kansas into a battleground between free-soilers and pro-slavery forces.  The Democratic Party was shattered by the Kansas-Nebraska Act, and the Act fostered a new political party, the ____________, composed of Whigs, disgruntled Democrats, Know-Nothings, and Free-Soilers.  Most notably, the Republican Party was a sectional party, which would not be allowed to take root south of the ______--_______ line.
Chronology: 1848: _________ ___ ______________ ___________ ends Mexican War.


          1854:  Kansas-_________ Act

          1854: ______ Manifesto


           1854: Republican Party is organized 
