AP United States History

Bailey, Chapter 6:  The Duel for North America

[image: image1.png]



I.  The French in North America
a)  The beginnings of French colonization in North America

1. A late-comer to New World colonization

· During 1500s suffers from domestic and foreign conflicts

· religious strife between Catholics and Huguenots

· 17th century brings stability

· Edict of Nantes 

· Louis XIV (rules from 1643-1715)

2. New World footholds

· Quebec (1608)

· Samuel de Champlain "The Father of New France"

· strikes alliance with the Huron Indians v. the Iroquois

· New Orleans (1718)

· fortified post intending to block control of the Mississippi .

· Vincennes

3. New France (O! Canada!)

· Develops along different lines from British N. Am.

· Government is under direct control of king

· no rep assemblies; no trial by jury

· predominantly Catholic

· sparsely populated (only 60,000 by 1750)

· 2nd in importance tot he sugar/rum producing colonies of the Caribbean

· Primary product of Canada:  beaver

· coureurs de bois, voyageurs, and Jesuit priests

· Pere Marquette & Louis Joliet

II. The Colonial Wars
a) Five fgmajor world wars between England, Spain, and France from 1688-1763

1. King William's War (1689-1702) & Queen Anne's War (1702-1713)

· Brit colonials v. the French w/ Indian allies and Spain

· GB fails to capture Quebec or Montreal

· Treaty of Utrecht (1713)

· England gains Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and the Hudson Bay

2. War of Jenkin's Ear (1739)

· England v. Spain over trading rights…

· Confined to the Caribbean, with some fighting in the buffer colony of Ga.

3. King George's War (1740-48)

· Brit colonials v. France/Spain

· New Englander's capture Fort Louisburg on Cape Brenton Island, but it is returned to France in the treaty of 1748

4. French and Indian War (1754-1763)

· Importance of the Ohio Valley

· For England:  room to expand

· For France:  link between Canada and Mississippi Valley

· For both:  fur-trade

· Disputed territory

· 1749:  English speculators purchase 500,000 acres in Ohio Valley

· French are constructing a string of forts to secure:

· Presque Isle, Venango, Duquesne

· 1754:  Lt. Col. George Washington sent with 150 Va. militiamen

· Ft. Necessity

III. The French and Indian War
a)  A Global War

1. F & I triggers a world war in 1756:  The Seven Year's War

· England and Prussia v.  France, Spain, Austria, and Russia

· Most of the fighting takes place in Germany

b)  Attempts at Colonial Unity

1. Albany Plan of Union (1754)

· an intercolonial congress called

· 7 of 13 colonies meet at Albany, NY 

· purpose:

· negotiate with the Iroquois to keep their loyalty to Britain

· achieve greater colonial unity to effect a common defense v. France

· B. Franklin puts forward a plan for home-rule:  The Albany Plan of Union…it is rejected by both the colonists and London

c)  The early phases:  French victories

1. Ft. Duquesne

· General Braddock sent to Va with a detachment of British "regulars" supported by militia

· contempt for colonial fighting style

· chop a road to Ft. Duquesne

· Braddock killed in ambush;  Washington is nearly killed (becomes a folk hero in the process)

2. Attempts to invade Canada

· ineffectual strategy

· GB attacks a number of posts in Canada, instead of a concentrated attack on Quebec and Montreal 

d) The turning point…

1. William Pitt

· The Great Commoner

· rises to the position of "Prime Minister" in 1757 and reorganizes British war strategy

· picks young and energetic generals over old and cautious ones

· James Wolfe

· focuses attack on Quebec/Montreal

2. Key Victories

· Louisbourg (1758)

· Quebec (1759)

· Wolfe v. Montcalm on the Plains of Abraham

· Montreal (1760)

e)  The Peace of Paris  (1763)

1. Terms

· France out of N. America, but retains sugar islands in W. Indies

· all of trans-Mississippi French territory ceded to Spain, including New Orleans

· Spain cedes Florida to England in exchange for Cuba.

2. Significance:

· Britain dominant in North America

IV. Effect of the F & I War

a)  Military experience for officers and men

1. 20,000 colonial recruits served in British army

2. myth of British invincibility shattered

3. Highlights friction between English/Colonists

· professional soldiers have contempt for colonial "amateurs"

· see colonists as scum, boors

· refuse to recognize military commissions of American militia over rank of Capt.

· colonists have contempt for the professional soldiers

· view Brits as arrogant, haughty, and immoral

· see themselves as morally superior (hard-working)

b) Tests ties with Britain and each other

1. colonial disloyalty made apparent

· trading with the enemy (New England and Middle Colonies shipping food illegally to Spanish and French West Indies)

· many colonists refuse to provide supplies and men for the conflict:  they want privileges and protection of Empire without the price.

2. colonial disunity begins to break down…slowly

c) Encourages colonial expansion

1. Removal of threats on borders:  France, Spain, and Indians

d) On Indians

1. Indians can no longer play Euro powers off of each other…must deal only with Britain

2. Pontiac's Rebellion 1763

· Ottawa chief Pontiac attempts a pan-Indian attack along the Ohio frontier

· destroys three British outposts and 2,000 backcountry colonists in Pa, Md, Va

· prompts swift and harsh retaliation

· colonists view defeat of Pontiac as a carte blanche to populate the Ohio Valley

3. Proclamation of 1763

· London gov't issues an order banning settlement west of the Appalachians

· designed to buy some time so the British gov't could negotiate with unsubdued Indian tribes…

· colonists view this as an attack on their liberty…an attempt to control them

· widely ignore the ruling













