


Syllabus—AP U.S. History (APUSH) 	
Mr. Kendall
Mobile Christian School
Room 3
Email:  tony_kendall@mobilechristian.org

Overview of  AP U.S. History (APUSH)
School Term 2008-2009
Prerequisite: Successful completion of  U.S. Honors History 10 with a C+ or higher semester average.
Class Size:  18 students

Course Description:  Advanced Placement U.S. History is a challenging course that is meant to be equivalent to a freshman college course and can earn students college credit. Course requirements and standards are set by the College Board and the AP Exam is prepared by them.  This exam is given every May and the results are used by colleges to determine if they will award college credit. It is a two semester survey of American history from the age of exploration and discovery to the present.  Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote considerable time to homework and study, are necessary to succeed.  Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, interpretation of original documents, and historiography.  

Course Objectives---Students will: 
(1) Master a broad body of historical knowledge from the Colonial Period to the end of Reconstruction in American history
(2)  Demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology, interpretation and analysis.
(3)  Interpret political cartoons, maps, and graphs for the information they contain about the historical periods.
(4)  Write a clear thesis statement and topic sentences.
(5)  Effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, compare and contrast.
(6) Prepare for and successfully pass the AP Exam in May.



Course Texts and Readings:
Kennedy, Cohen, Bailey.	The American Pageant, 13th ed. 2006.
Kennedy, Bailey.		The American Spirit, vol. 1, 11th ed. 2006.
Hoffman, Elizabeth Cobbs.  Major Problems in American History, Vol. 1: To 1877, 2002.

Course Purpose:  This course has several purposes.  First, students will learn U.S. history and government.  This course is also intended to prepare students to be well prepared for AP EXAM.  This course helps you develop the study and work skills that will be helpful in college.  The student will also learn to interpret historical documents and to think.  

Study Techniques:  The reading load, especially in the first few weeks, is considerable.  This is necessary in order to cover as much material as possible with the least amount of stress.  Each student is expected to read all the material, but may divide the outlining of the chapters among your groups.  You are responsible for understanding all the material for testing.  The amount of time required for homework for this class will vary with your reading speed.  Assignments vary in length.  Watch our reading assignments and plan ahead by considering your own personal obligations with those of the course assignments.  Time management is an essential skill for this class as in life.  You must take responsibility for budgeting your time.  As you become used to the course and its demands, things will fall into place and become easier for you.  It is important to not get discouraged.

The Key to Success:  The most important grading factor in this class is consistent effort and improvement.  Do not be discouraged if your grades seem low in the first quarter.  If you knew the material already, you wouldn’t need the course.  What you will learn in terms of writing, thinking, and study skills will be worth the effort.






Grading:  Will be based on category averages.  Grades will be calculated through test scores, essays, DBQs, Notebook, Projects, Outlines and quizzes. 	Grading Scale:		Category Averages:
	90-100=As			Tests=    50%
	80-89 =Bs			DBQs=   20%
	70-79 =Cs			Quizzes=20%
	60-69 =Ds			Projects=10%
	00-59 =Fs
* Students receive a “weighted” grade on their final transcript equal to one full letter grade.  This weighted grade is not shown on quarter report cards.

Additional Course Requirements:
	Required Materials:  
		1.  1”-3-ring binder with loose leaf paper
	          2.  Payment of APUSH fee to cover expense of the class 			               “Reader” and the cost of the EXAM ($90.00)  .
		3.  Purchase of the AP Review Manuel is mandatory and a fee 			     of $22.00 will be placed on each student’s school account at 			     the first of the academic year.
	Attendance:
It is unreasonable for you to expect to succeed if you have excessive absences.  Attendance is expected and will be dealt with in accordance with school policy.  It is your responsibility to get all missing assignments and notes when you miss a class. You must complete all work per the time allowed as stated in the student handbook.
	Classroom Rules:
Follow all adult instructions
Be respectful.
Bring textbook, notebook, and a pen or pencil to class every 
                          day   
This is history time, not the time to sleep, write notes, hold private conversations, do work for other subjects, etc.
Assignments and/or projects are to be turned in on or before          the due date.  Failure to do so will result in a zero.  No late work will be accepted.
Text messaging and camera capability make cell phones effective tools for cheating.  If you carry a phone, it should be turned off and out of view.  If your phone rings during class, if I see you sending or receiving text messages, or if I see a phone in the room, I will confiscate it and turn it in to the office where you may pick it up after school.  You will receive a zero on that day’s work whether it is a test, quiz, essay, etc.
NO WHINING!!!  This is supposed to be challenging.
     

Reasons Students Should Take Advanced Placement History:
1.  Motivated students have the opportunity to be challenged and demonstrate their strengths and abilities.
2.  Students will have an excellent foundation and command of American history.
3.  Colleges prefer AP courses on transcripts
4.  Chance to earn college credit.  A savings of  hundreds of dollars and the time of not taking the course in college.  Grades are weighted in recognition of the additional effort required and difficulty in achieving a high average.  Students are better prepared for taking college entrance exams and for other A.P. courses to be offered next year.
6.  Students are better prepared to successfully complete college writing requirements after completing this course.
7.  History is fun!

















AP U.S. HISTORY (APUSH)
SYLLABUS 2009-2010
Mr. Kendall 
(email: tony_kendall@mobilechristian.org)
Course Outline:
First Semester

Part One:  Founding the New Nation ( Weeks 1, 2 & 3:Aug. 6,10,17)

Readings:  
Text:  The American Pageant (13th ed.) by Kennedy, Cohen, and Bailey.  Chapters 1-6; pp.4-121
American Spirit, vol. 1, Kennedy, “The African Slave Trade” pp. 20-26.
Handouts/ other assigned readings; Guidebook, pp. 1-55.

Themes:
1.  The emergence of American cultural traits and the factors that contributed to them.
2.  Emerging regional patterns and how they evolved.
Content:
Motives and methods of colonization: Spain, France, and Britain
Push-pull factors bringing colonists to the New World
Comparison and contrast of Southern, Middle, and New England
 political, economic, social and religious patterns
Cultural differences between Americans and Europeans

Major Assignments and Assessments: Develop a chart explaining the financing, motivation for founding, and political, social, and economic organization of each area: (a) the plantation colonies (b) New England (c) the middle colonies.  Include a definition of “joint stock”, “proprietary”, of participation, economic base, labor, opportunities for social and political mobility, education, etc.  What elements did all these colonies have in common?  What major differences existed?  What accounts for the differences?  (This question draws from our textbook pp. 25-39, 43-65.)  DBQ:  What’s that?
Part One cont.: Independence (Week 4 & 5:  Aug. 24,31.)
 
Readings:
Text: Chapters 7-The Road to Revolution pp. 122-139,8-America Secedes from the Empire pp. 140-163, 9-Confederation and Constitution, 10-Launching the New Ship of State. 
Handouts/Assigned Readings: Bailyn, Bernard. “American Revolution as a Response to British Corruption”.  Wood, Gordon S. “The American Revolution as a Radical Departure”. DBQ: Charges Against the King, 1754-1776.  Guidebook, pp.56-64; 65-74.

 (
  
)Major Assignments and Assessments: British Policy Chart:
 (1) Create a chart detailing the various British policies 
enacted following the Seven Year’s War (Proclamation of 
1763 through the Intolerable Acts).  Indicate the content or
 provisions of these acts, the colonial response and the
 impact on growing colonial unity, and the impact of the
 experience on post-independence governance.  Include the 
Proclamation of 1763, Grenville Acts, Townshend Duties, 
Committees of Correspondence, Tea Act, Boston Tea Party, Intolerable Acts (detail), First Continental Congress, Samuel Adams, Sons of Liberty. (2) The independence movement as a conservative or radical movement:  Class discussion and further readings.

Major Assignments:  Create a chart identifying the
differences of Hamilton and Jefferson and charting the 
party development around their views.  Your “party chart” 
should begin in 1796 and conclude in 1980.
Part Two cont.:  Building the New Nation (Weeks 6 & 7: Sept.8, 14.)
Readings:
Text: Chapters 11- The Triumphs and Travails of the Jeffersonian Republic, 12- The Second War for Independence and the Upsurge of Nationalism, 1812-1824, 13-The Rise of Mass Democracy, 14-Forging a National Economy, 15-The Ferment of Reform.
DBQ: Impact of the Constitution



Major Assignments:
1) Complete Constitution worksheet.
2)  Identify the decisions of the Marshall Court.
3)  Create a chart showing the key facts regarding the following social  developments during the 1820s-1850s:
-Scientific and technological developments
-Transportation and sectional interdependence
-Labor and labor organizations
-Social reforms and reformers
-Utopian societies
-Religious developments
-Immigration

Part Three: cont.: Testing the New Nation
 (Weeks 8 & 9: Sept. 21, 28.) 
Readings:
Text, Chapters 16-The South and the Slavery Controversy 1793-1860, 17-Manifest Destiny and Its Legacy 1841-1848, 18-Renewing the Sectional 
Struggle 1848-1854, 19-Drifting Toward Disunion 1854-1861. 			 
	
Major Assignments and Assessments:
Write an essay evaluating whether the problems between the sectional region could have been solved by compromise or whether the Civil War was a necessary step in American history.
							
(Weeks 10, 11: Oct. 5, 14.)
Readings: Chapters: 20-Girding for War, 
Chapter 21-The Furnace of War, Chapter 22-The Ordeal of
Reconstruction.

Major Assignments and Assessments:
1)  Make a chart identify the strengths and weakness of each side in the war
 Part 4:  Forging an Industrial Society (Week 12: Oct. 19)

Readings:
Text, Chapters 23-Political Paralysis in the Gilded Age 1869-1896, 
24-Industry Comes of Age 1865-1900.

Major Assignments and Assessments:  
(see “Major Assignments and Assessments under Week 14)

(Week 13. Oct. 26)
Readings:
Text, Chapter 25-America Moves to the City

(Weeks 14 & 15: Nov. 2, 9)
Readings: Chapter 26-The Great West and the Agricultural Revolution 1865-1896.
Readings:
Business tycoons: methods, accomplishments, and philosophies
Rise of organized labor
Changing conditions
Unions, leaders, methods, successes, failures 
Booker T. Washington 
and W.E.B. Du Bois leadership styles and programs
Native Americans.
Plains Wars and Reservation Policy
Dawes Act
Comparison of reform attitudes towards African Americans and Native 
Hawaii, Spanish-American War, Cuba, Philippines, Puerto Rico, Panama Canal, TR.
Americans in late 19th century.
Major Assignments and Assessment:  Political cartoons and period advertisements, The Wizard of Oz as allegory.
(Weeks 16 & 17: Nov. 16, Nov.23)
Readings: Chapter 27-Empire and Expansion.
(Week 18:  Nov. 30)Chapter 28: Progressivism and the Republican
  Roosevelt 1901-1912
(Weeks 19, 20: Dec 7, 14):  Exam Review and Exams
Second Semester 2010

Part 5:  Struggling for Justice at Home and Abroad 1901-1945
(Weeks 21, 22: Jan  5 ,11.)

Readings:
Text, Chapters 29-Wilsonian Progressivism at Home and Abroad, 30-The War to End War; pp. 654-719.
American Spirit,    Guidebook, pp. 254-279. DBQ: Role of Women, 1880-1920.

Themes:
1.  The strong progressive movement successfully demanded that the powers of government be applied to solve the economic and social problems of industrialization.  Progressivism first gained strength at the city and state level, and then achieved national influence in the moderately progressive administrations of Theodore Roosevelt.
2.  Wilson’s attempt to promote an idealistic progressive foreign policy failed, as dangerous military involvements threatened in both Latin America and the North Atlantic.
3.  Entering World War I in response to Germany’s unrestricted submarine warfare, Wilson turned America’s participation into a fervent ideological crusade for democracy that successfully stirred the public to a great voluntary war effort, but at some cost to traditional civil liberties.
Content:
Campaigning against social justice
The Muckrakers
Politics of Progressivism
Women and social justice
Consumer protectionism
Conservation
Roosevelt’s legacy, troubled Taft
Dollar Diplomacy 
TR and Taft split
Election of 1912
America Goes to War
Wilsonian idealism
U.S. joins war effort
Treaty of Versailles
League of Nations and Rejection
Major Assignments and Assessments:  
Group Assignment-Students evaluate documents and make reports and position statements on whether the U.S. claim to be fighting a war to “make the world safe for democracy” was a valid claim.  Groups evaluate the following sets of documents and readings:
1.  U.S. neutrality statements, submarine warfare experiences, Zimmerman Note, Fourteen Points
2.  U.S. trade and loan figures, Nye Commission report
3.  Fourteen Points, Wilson War Message, Versailles Treaty negotiations (U.S. positions)
4.  U.S. home front: gains and opportunities for women and minorities, treatment of German-American, Espionage and Sedition Acts.
























Part Five cont.-Struggling for Justice at Home and Abroad
(Weeks 23, 24: Jan. 18, 25.)

Readings:
Text, Chapters 31-American Life in the Roaring Twenties, 32-Politics of Boom and Bust.  pp. 720-765
American Spirit,
Handouts/Assigned Readings: Guidebook, pp. 280-295.

Themes:
1.  A disillusioned America turned away from idealism and reform after World War and toward isolationism in foreign affairs, domestic social conservatism and the 
   pleasures of prosperity.
2.  New technologies, mass marketing techniques, and new forms of entertainment fostered rapid cultural change along with a focus on consumer goods.  But the accompanying changes in moral values and uncertainty about the future produced cultural anxiety as well as sharp intellectual critiques of American life. 
3.  The Republican administrations of the prosperous 1920s pursued conservative, pro-business policies.
4.  The great crash of 1929 led to a severe, prolonged 
depression that devastated the American economy despite 
Hoover’s efforts.

Content:
The 1920s
Postwar recession and agricultural problems
Intolerance
KKK
Immigration restriction
Sacco and Vanzetti
Prohibition and Organized Crime
Jazz Age Culture, Youth Rebellion, Literature of Disillusion-
ment
Business growth and consolidation, credit, advertising
Harding, Coolidge, Hoover administrations
Scandals
Trickle-Down economics
“Business of America is business”
Boom and Bust in the Stock Market
The 1930s
Hoover v. Roosevelt’s approaches to the depression
New Deal Legislation—Effectiveness and Criticisms
Supreme Court Reaction and Court Packing Plan
Dust Bowl and Demographic Shifts
Extremist alternatives:  Coughlin, Long, Townsend
Political Party Alignment-the new Democratic Coalition
Impact of the Great Depression on various population groups

Major Assignments and Assessments: 
(1)  DBQ: Business Values in the 1920s 
(2)  Create a DBQ—Choose an issue or development in the 1920s or 1930s.  Develop a question, and select and arrange documents relevant to answering the question.  Significance of the issue, clarity of the question, and relevance of the documents in answering the question determine score.


Mary McCloud Bethune		 Booker T. Washington














Part Five (cont.)-Struggle for Justice at Home and Abroad  
(Weeks 25, 26:  Feb 1, 8.)
Readings:
Chapter 33-The Great Depression and the New Deal

Weeks 27,28: Feb. 17, 22)

Readings:
Text-Chapters: 34-FDR and the Shadow of War, 35-America in World War II; pp. 770-849.
Guidebook, pp. 296-323.

Themes:
1.  Roosevelt’s New Deal attempts to end the Great Depression with massive federal spending programs in the areas of relief, recovery, and reform.
2.  In the early and mid-1930s, the U.S. attempted to isolate itself from foreign involvement and wars.  But by the end of the decade, the spread of totalitarianism and war in Europe forced FDR to provide more and more assistance desperate Britain, despite strong isolationist opposition.
3.  Unified by Pearl Harbor, America effectively carried out war mobilization efforts that produced vast social and economic changes within American society.
4.  Following its “get Hitler first” strategy, the U.S. and its Allies invaded and liberated conquered Europe from Fascist rule.  The slower strategy of “island-hopping” against Japan also proceeded successfully until the atomic bomb brought a sudden end to WWII.

Content:
U.S. Response to Depression
dramatic departure from previous role of government
Hoover and FDR used government spending
Alphabet soup of government agencies:  WPA, CCC, Wagner Act, TVA, etc
Supreme Court initial rejection

U.S. Response to aggression—neutrality, legislation, Lend-Lease Act
Pearl Harbor and U.S. response
Military Strategy
Germany First
Second Front Debate
Island Hopping
Atomic Bomb

Home Front
Relocation of Japanese Americans
Women and Minorities in the Workplace
Demographic Impact

Wartime Diplomacy and Cooperation
Atlantic Charter (compare to Fourteen Points)
Wartime Conferences
United Nations Founding and Participation











          The Big Three at Yalta Conference
		Stalin, FDR, Churchill

DBQ:  The Yalta Conference











Part Six—Making Modern America 1945 to the Present 
(Weeks 29:  March 1.)
Readings:
Text,  Chapters 36-The Cold War Begins. 

(Weeks 30 & 31: March 8, 16)
37-The Eisenhower Era
American Spirit, The Cold War Begins 1945-1952, pp. 396-436.
Handouts/Assigned Readings:  Guidebook, 324-341. DBQ: Truman and the Cold War, 1945-1953.
Themes:
1.  America emerged from World War II as the world’s strongest economic power, and commenced a postwar economic boom that lasted for two decades.  A bulging population migrated to the suburbs and Sunbelt, leaving the cities increasingly to minorities and the poor.
2.  The end of WWII left the U.S. and the Soviet Union as he two dominant world powers, and they soon became locked in a Cold War confrontation.  The Cold War spread from Europe to become a global ideological conflict between democracy and communism.  Among its effects were a hot war in Korea and a domestic “Red Scare”.
3.  The Eisenhower years were characterized by prosperity and moderate conservatism at home and by the tensions of the Cold War.
4.  The 1950s witnessed a huge expansion of the middle class and the blossoming of a consumer culture.  Crucial to the development of a new lifestyle of leisure and affluence was the rise of the new technology of television.
5.  While Eisenhower and the majority of Americans held to a cautious, family-oriented perspective on domestic social questions, an emerging civil rights movement and the influence of television and popular music presented challenges to the spirit of national “consensus.”
Content:
Postwar Prosperity, Sunbelt and the suburbs, baby boom, Origin of Cold War, UN, Communism and Containment, 
Truman Doctrine, Marshall Plan, NATO, 
Korean War, Affluent Society, Consumer 
Culture, 1952 Election, McCarthyism,
Desegregation-Brown v. Board of 
Education, Ike’s Republicanism, Cold War crises, Space
Race and the arms race, 1960 Election.
Part Six continued—Making Modern America 1945 to the Present 
Week 32: March 22
Readings:
Text: Chapters 38-The Stormy Sixties 
1960-1968 
Week 33: March 29
Chapter 39-The Stalemated Seventies;
pp 909-965-
Week 34: April 5
Chapter 40-The Resurgence of Conservatism; 
pp. 966-988.
American Spirit:
Handouts/Assigned Readings: Guidebook, pp.361-369.

Themes:
1.  The Kennedy administration’s “flexible response” doctrine to combat Third World communism bore ill fruit in Cuba and especially Vietnam.  Johnson’s massive escalation of the war failed to defeat the Communist Vietnamese forces, while growing domestic opposition finally forced him from power.
2.  The Kennedy administration’s domestic stalemate ended in the mid-1960s, as Johnson’s Great Society and the black civil righs movement brought a tide of liberal social reform.  But the diversion of resources and the social upheavals caused by the Vietnam War wrecked the Great Society.
3.  As the war in Vietnam came to 
a conclusion, the U.S. struggled to
create a more stable international
climate.  Détente with the two
communist powers temporarily
reduced Cold War tensions, but
trouble in the Middle East
threatened America’s energy
supplies and economic stability.
4. Weakened by political difficulties 
of their own and other’s making the administrations of the 1970s had trouble coping with America’s growing economic problems.  The public also had trouble facing up to a sharp sense of limits and a general disillusionment with society.  With the notable exception of the highly successful feminist movement, the social reform efforts of the 1960s fractured and then stalled
5.  Leading a conservative movement to power in Washington, Ronald Reagan vigorously pursued “new right” economic and social policies.  Under 
Reagan and his successor George Bush, these polices brought both economic growth and deficits when Congress did not cut spending as Reagan directed.  
6.  Religion pervaded American politics in the 1980s; especially conspicuous was a coalition of conservative, evangelical Christians called
 the religious right-led by Jerry Falwell, an evangelist 
from Virginia.  An organization called the “Moral 
Majority” rose to oppose what they viewed as the moral 
deterioration of American values.
7.  The 1980s saw a revival of Cold War confrontation, 
but the decade ended with the collapse of Communism, 
first in Eastern Europe and then in the Soviet Union itself.
  With the end of the Cold War and the U.S. led victory 
over Iraq in the Persian Gulf War, America remained the
 world’s only superpower.  A series of relatively small 
military interventions in the Caribbean, Africa, and the 
Balkans raised questions about the proper use of American force in the underdeveloped world.

Content:
“Camelot”, JFK and the Cold War, flexible response, Vietnam quagmire, Cuban Missile Crisis, Civil Rights struggle, assassination, LBJ, Great Society program, Election of 1968, cultural upheavals of the sixties, stagflation, Nixon: China, détente, USSR, Election of 1972, Israel, Arabs, oil, Watergate, Desegregation and Affirmative Action, Election of 1976, Energy crisis and inflation, Iranian hostage crisis
The New Right and Reagan’s election in 1980, Budget battles and tax cuts, Reagan and the Soviets, “Evil Empire”, Gorbachev, Reagan and the Cold War, Iran Contra Scandal, Conservatism and the Courts, Election of George Bush 1988, End of Cold War, Persian Gulf War 1991.

Major Assignments and Assessments:  
Students will prepare a paper relating the views of key civil rights leaders.  Among them will be:  Booker T. Washington, Marcus Garvey, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Jesse Jackson, Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael, and Elijah Muhammad.  Describe their philosophies, programs, and strategies for action and evaluate which policies were most effective and why

DBQ:  Review how to write a good DBQ response

Handouts/Assignments: Guidebook,
 pp. 342-360. DBQ: Gulf of Tolkin Resolution
.
Weeks 35, 36, 37,-April 19,26; May 3
Review for APUSH EXAM

AP US History EXAM Date is Friday, May 7, 2010.


Weeks 38,39,40  May 10, 17, 24—MCS Semester Exam Review
and Exams
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