ST. ANASTASIA C.C.D. PROGRAM

IS A COMPREHENSIVE 

 CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM

WITH WELL-PREPARED,

TRAINED, AND DEDICATED

CATECHISTS

WHAT IS C.C.D.?

In 1905, Pope St. Pius X decreed the establishment of the 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine
in every diocese and parish of the Catholic Church.  Its purpose was, and is today, to promote, extend and improve education in the Catholic faith for children who do not attend Catholic school.  
C.C.D. programs are parish based, operated through the 
parish Religious Education Office. 
This office works under the direction and guidance of the pastor, the Pastoral Council, and the Archdiocesan Office of Catechetical Formation under the Secretariat for Catholic Education.

C.C.D. TEACHERS:  (C.C.D. Teachers are also known as “catechists”)


In addition to volunteering classroom time, devote hours to lesson plans, exams, and report cards.


Receive thorough background check – PA Criminal Background and Child Abuse Clearance and receive training in the Archdiocesan Child Safety Program (Safe Environment).

CURRICULUM:


Our C.C.D. program follows the same archdiocesan religion guidelines that St. Anastasia School and all other archdiocesan schools follow.

Our well-respected textbook series,

Blest Are We,

is built on the Four Pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church:  The Profession of Faith, Celebration of the Christian Mystery, Life in Christ, and Christian Prayer.


In addition to textbook materials, the students learn and memorize traditional Catholic prayers, participate in the sacramental and liturgical life of the church, and take part in various activities that enhance their lives as Catholics.

MASS ATTENDANCE

St. Anastasia CCD Program provides children with the tools for living a life of faith.  Our influence only goes so far.  Parents and guardians are the only ones who can surround their children with a Catholic culture.

All teachers at every grade level stress the obligation of regular weekly (Sunday) mass attendance.  St. Anastasia CCD Program provides encouragement in this central aspect of our faith.  You, parents and guardians, are the ones who can actually teach your children to live this.  We respectfully ask your cooperation in helping us achieve 100% mass attendance for CCD students every week.

SACRAMENTS

First Reconciliation (Confession)   2nd grade

First Holy Communion   2nd grade

Confirmation  6th grade (preparation begins in 5th grade)

Parent meetings:  Sacramental preparation is family focused.  Since parents are an integral part of a child’s faith formation, these meetings are mandatory for at least one parent/guardian.

Forms:  Parents need to complete all necessary forms and submit all necessary certificates.

Practices:  One or more practices will be held a number of school days before the reception of the sacrament.  Each child is required to attend.  If practice or retreats are held during school hours, follow the procedures of Act 175 in excusing your child from school (these forms are on my teacher page under “sacraments”
Retreats:  2nd and 6th graders attend a retreat before reception of the sacrament

HOURS OF OPERATION

Late September to mid May

Tuesdays:  Grades PreK- 6:   4:30 – 5:45 PM  (every week)
Mondays:
Grades 7 & 8:    7:00-8:15 PM (every other week)

Children are expected to arrive on time, however, parents are responsible for their children prior to their entering the building and after they leave the premises.  Do not drop off students more than 5 minutes before class time.

COMMUNICATION

The Religious Education Office is located in the parish school.  Please call 610-356-5069 if you need to speak to the Director of Religious Education (Mrs. Theresa Haggerty) or e-mail at thaggerty@saintannies.org.  Pertinent CCD information is on this website:  www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/thaggerty
ATTENDANCE

Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes, retreats, sacramental practices, etc.  However, in the event of illness or other extreme situations, absence from class can be granted.

 The office must be notified before class begins by calling 610-356-5069 and stating the student’s name, grade and teacher or email Mrs. Haggerty.
 A missing student, without an excuse note or a phone call from a parent/guardian, is considered absent.

DISCIPLINE

Good classroom discipline is maintained by recognizing and praising good behavior and taking corrective action when necessary.

The Archdiocese of Philadelphia does not permit the use of corporal punishment of any kind on any student at any time.

Disruptive or unruly conduct will not be tolerated in the CCD program.  Students who are uncooperative, rude, who bully, or who, in any way, impede the progress of the class will be corrected by the teacher.  A student in need of further discipline will be taken out of the classroom and sent to the office for discipline.

At the discretion of the program director, any child who is continuously disruptive will be removed from the CCD program on school site and parents will be required to home school CCD.

Certain disciplinary infractions may incur immediate expulsion (fighting, theft, destruction of property, carrying a weapon, etc.).  The program director will determine if an offense is serious enough for an expulsion.

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL PROCEDURES

1) Students will be admitted to the classroom only if their teacher or adult teacher’s aide is present.

2) Grades 2, 3, 4, 5, 6  enter and dismiss through main lobby Grades 2 & 3 dismiss on the West side (with the ramp), Grades 4, 5, 6 dismiss on the East side.  Children stay with their teachers until their parents arrive; 
Grades Pre K, K, and  1 are dropped off and picked up at their classrooms.  Cherubim Choir dismisses through lower lobby with Mr. Paffett.
3) Parents should not move the cones to enter the inner driving lane by the school.  This lane is kept blocked for the safety of your children.

EARLY DISMISSAL NOTIFICATION

Occasionally a student must leave the building before the conclusion of class.  Parent/Guardian must send a written request for early dismissal or call the Religious Education Office in advance.  Please tell us the time of dismissal needed and the name and relationship to the student of the person who will pick up the child.  

EMERGENCY CANCELLATION OF CLASSES

Announcements regarding cancellation of classes will be made on KYW-1060 AM and over the public address systems of schools attended by CCD students.  I will also email parents and leave a voice message on my voicemail.

 The general rule is that if the local public schools or Saint Anastasia School are closed due to weather (or if there is early dismissal), there will be no CCD that day.  

CUSTODIAL PARENT RESPONSIBILITY

The Religious Education Office should be notified of any court order regarding Visitation of Non-Custodial parent when it might apply to the Religious Education Program.  A copy of Legal Guardianship should also be submitted to the office.

CLASSROOM

Classroom preparation:  Students are expected to come to class every week with textbook, pen/pencil, two pocket folder, and any additional materials requested by the teacher.

 Cell phones must be turned off except in case of an emergency

ACT 175 RELEASE TIME

The State of Pennsylvania allows students to be excused up to 36 hours a year from their public school classes for religious instruction and/or worship of their faith.  This includes sacramental practices and retreats.  Parents are required to send a written excuse notice in advance to their child’s school (NOT TO CCD).  The Religious Education Office will also notify the public schools involved in advance.

CLEARANCES

According to archdiocesan directives, all CCD teachers and aides have received Pennsylvania State Child Abuse clearances and criminal record clearances.

REGISTRATION

New student registration takes place in the spring and throughout the summer of each year.

Requirements for registration include:

1)
Family registration in parish  2)Baptismal certificate if the student was baptized anywhere other than St. Anastasia Parish

For transfer students


(entering any level above first grade)

Requirements listed above, plus


Proof of previous religious instruction (copy of permanent record card)

For out-of-parish students

Students living outside the parish boundaries wishing to attend St. Anastasia C.C.D. may do so under the following conditions:


Letters of approval from 

1)
the pastor of St. Anastasia Parish

2)
permission letter from the pastor of the student’s home parish

NOTE:  All sacraments (Penance, Eucharist, and Confirmation) are to be celebrated at the student’s home parish.

PLACEMENT

The program director will determine the proper placement of any student entering a grade other than first.

FEES

There is an annual registration fee for any student enrolled in elementary or Junior High programs (including the homeschool families).  This fee covers the cost of the textbook, classroom supplies, and other parish expenses.

Families who attend CCD should give money to our parish church every week either through the collection envelopes or through another method that can be recorded.  If you do not give money to the parish, this will affect the CCD registration fees next year.  

HOME SCHOOL OPTION
For various reasons, parents may opt to home school their children in the Catholic faith.  These parents are required to follow the same curriculum, use the same textbook, attend parent meetings, meet four times a year with the program director, and bring their children in for end of year exams.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN THE PARISH
The Religious Education Office (Mrs. Haggerty) directs the CCD Program, the sacramental programs, adult religious education, and other religious programs throughout the parish.

The Religious Education Office of St. Anastasia Parish is located on the First Floor of the school (Rm. 135) and is open during school and C.C.D. Hours.

Contacts:

Mrs. Theresa J. Haggerty




Mrs. Carolyn Conboy
Room 135






Religious Education Secretary
Director of Religious Education



610-356-5069
610-356-5069

thaggerty@saintannies.org
www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/thaggerty
