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C.C.D. Program

In 1905, Pope St. Pius X decreed the establishment of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine in every diocese and parish of the Catholic Church.  Its purpose was, and is today, to promote, extend and improve education in the Catholic faith for children who do not attend Catholic school.  C.C.D. programs are parish based, operated through the parish Religious Education Office. This office works under the direction and guidance of the pastor, the Pastoral Council, and the Archdiocesan Office of Catechetical Formation.  Most C.C.D. Programs are coordinated by the parish D.R.E. (Director of Religious Education).


In our parish’s C.C.D. Program, more than 450 of our children receive weekly religious instruction in the Catholic faith.  There are three classes of each grade level 1-6, one class of 7th graders, one class of 8th graders and one kindergarten class.


The children in our C.C.D. program use the same textbooks as the school children and the C.C.D. teachers follow the same diocesan religion guidelines that our parish school follows.   In addition, our C.C.D. students memorize traditional Catholic prayers such as the Our Father, Hail Mary, Angelus, the Act of Contrition, etc.   The priests hear the confessions of the students and the students are reminded on a regular basis that weekly Mass is a requirement.


Children in the C.C.D. Program receive sacraments alongside the parish school children.


Our 22 classroom teachers (catechists) are all volunteers and come from all walks of life:  nurses, homemakers, accountants, lawyers, secretaries, retired people, teachers, etc.   Our 26 classroom aides and hall monitors are parents and other parishioners.  In addition, 6 of our parish’s high school students (from O’Hara, Marple Newtown, Villa Maria, Carroll) assist in the program.
  
 Furthermore, 41 public school children are homeschooled in religion by their parents.  Our Homeschool C.C.D. program is a structured program with regular parent meetings involving ongoing formation in the faith for the parents.  The parents follow the diocesan curriculum, use the same textbooks, and teach one chapter a week. The children must pass a diocesan religion exam at the end of the school year.


Weekly visits by Father Mike and Sister Sue enhance the children’s learning and promote vocations to the priesthood and religious life.


Through our Sacred Music Curriculum, established and coordinated by Mr. Edd Paffett, the children, on a weekly basis, learn grade level appropriate liturgical music and religious music that is a part of the textbook series.


Our C.C.D. Cherubim Choir consists of 35 students who practice every week.  They lead the singing at The Christmas Pageant, the Stations of the Cross, and the May Procession.  Additionally, the children visit nursing homes and bring their music to the elderly in the parish.  


The C.C.D. Program emphasizes a traditional Catholic postures and gestures.  The children learn genuflection, bowing your head at the name of Jesus, how to receive Holy Communion, how to pray the rosary, etc.  Our children also visit the adoration chapel and learn about devotion to the Blessed Sacrament.

Our C.C.D. Program meets weekly throughout the school year on Tuesdays, 
4:30 – 5:45 PM in the school building.

For further information, contact 
Mrs. Theresa J. Haggerty, 
Director of Religious Education 
at 610-356-5069

haggerty83@msn.com
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