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Kings + Church = Total Power Search for Natural Laws

Divine Right Galileo

The Age of Absolutes

мрллΩǎ ςмтллΩǎ

Kings lead their nations 
exerting Absolute Power

ÅCrown and Cross rule side 
by side
ÅWealthy Kings invest in 
demonstrations of power 
(Versailles, St. Petersburg, 
Spanish Armada)

ÅScientists use the Scientific Method to prove 
truths about the universe through experimentation 
and observation
ÅFindings challenge long standing Church supported 
beliefs
ÅSparks further questioning.

Belief that God chooses the King
¢ƘŜ tƻǇŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳǎ DƻŘΩǎ άŎƘƻƛŎŜέ
The people abide by the Kings laws out of 
fear of God.

An Italian  Astronomer
¦{95 ŀ ǘŜƭŜǎŎƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ /ƻǇŜǊƴƛŎǳǎΩǎ 
heliocentric theory
Very religious when faced with excommunication 
Galileo recanted
One of many scientists (Kepler, Boyle, Newton, 
Bacon)

Scientific Revolution
мсллΩǎ

Scientists set out to find 
the Natural Laws of the 

universe



Search for Natural Rights Life Liberty Property

John Locke Inspires Revolutions    

The Enlightenment

[ŀǘŜ мсллΩǎ-[ŀǘŜ мтллΩǎ

Reaction to Absolutism, 
sparks the Age of 

Revolutions

ÅPhilosophers use scientific 
methods to discover the 
relationship between man 
and government

ÅNatural Rights are 
freedoms people are born 
with that cannot be taken 
away

The basic Natural Rights
Others include Freedom of Speech, 
Freedom of Religion and the idea that 
government powers should be divided

ÅMajor Enlightenment philosopher ς
Wrote Two Treatises of Government
(1690)
ÅOther philosophers include Voltaire, 
Montesquieu and Rousseau

Ideas of the Enlightenment lead directly to the 
American (1776), French (1789), Haitian 
όмтфпύ ϧ [ŀǘƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ όмунлΩǎύ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ
The ideas of the Enlightenment indirectly 
ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ DŀƴŘƘƛ όмфплΩǎύΣ 
aŀƴŘŜƭŀ όмфулΩǎύ ŀƴŘ YixanόмфнлΩǎύ



America Revolution (1776) French Revolution (1789)

Haitian Revolution (1794)      Latin American Revolutions

The Age of Revolutions

[ŀǘŜ мтллΩǎ-9ŀǊƭȅ муллΩǎ

Inspired by the Enlightenment, 
people and colonies gain 

independence from Kings.

ÅInspired by the ideals of 
the Enlightenment

ÅHelps to spark subsequent 
revolutions in France, Haiti 
and Latin America

ÅPeople revolt against the King because of 
inequities in French social order (Estates System)
ÅMany phases (Reign of Terror, Rise of Napoleon)
ÅKings eventually reclaim power after fall of 
Napoleon

ÅLed by Toussaint [ΩhǳǾŜǊǘǳǊŜ
ÅOriginally a slave revolt
ÅHaiti becomes the 2nd independent 
Republic in the Americas

Led by Simon Bolivar and other creoles
Inspired by anger at the social order imposed by 
Spain 
(Peninsulares/Creoles/Mestizos/Mulattoes/Natives

Latin America gain independence but social order 
remains now with Creoles on top.



New Technology

bŜǿ LƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ WŀƳŜǎ ²ŀǘǘΩǎ {ǘŜŀƳ 9ƴƎƛƴŜ ǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
revolutionized the transportation industry

Inventions in the textile industry created an insatiable need for resources 
and workers in the factories

Workers toiled in horrible conditions for low wages and were forced to live 
in crowded polluted cities close to the factories (urbanization)

New Economic Systems

At the start of the Industrial Revolution Adam Smith wrote out the basics of capitalism 
(competition, market economy, laissez-faire) in his 1776 book The Wealth of Nations

Reacting to the poor working and living conditions of the proletariat Karl Marx wrote The 
Communist Manifestoexplaining the basics of communism (classless society, shared 

ownership, dictatorship of the workers)

A combination of the two systems eventually took hold as European societies settled on a 
socialist system that combined private and public ownership of industry.

More Production/More Demand

New Social class emerges (the bourgeois or capitalist class)

New technology demands large quantities of resources and produces huge amounts of 
finished goods

Colonies are needed as a source of raw materials and as a markets (mercantilism ς
colonies will exist for the benefit of the mother country.)

Industrial 
Revolution

aƛŘ мтллΩǎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ муллΩǎ 
a time period 
of invention, 

innovation and 
rapid transition 

from hand 
production to 

machine 
production.



Colonies Sought for Raw Materials and Markets

Demand created by the industrial revolution is satisfied by Europeans 
claiming colonies to supply raw materials and markets

Colonies exist for the benefit of the mother country (mercantilism)

European nations build up their colonies only to speed the supply of raw 
materials.

Europeans disregard local customs and impose European culture, language 
and governance.

Eurocentric World

The word comes under the control of the nations of Europe.

Europeans consider themselves and their culture to be superior to Asians and 
Africans (Social Darwinism)

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Řǳǘȅ ǘƻ άŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŜέ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ό²ƘƛǘŜ aŀƴΩǎ .ǳǊŘŜƴύ

Opium Wars/Scramble for Africa

Superior technology (The Steam Engine) and advanced military (divide and conquer) allow 
the Europeans (led by the British) to colonize the world.

Britain divides and conquers India (1800) in search of a cheap source of cotton.

Britain trades opium into China in exchange for tea sparking the 1839 Opium wars that led 
ǘƻ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǎǇƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ /Ƙƛƴŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŜǉǳŀƭ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ƻŦ bŀƴƪƛƴƎ

Following Stanley's expedition to Africa Europeans divide the continent between them at 
the 1884 Conference of Berlin

Imperialism

муллΩǎ ς
European 

nations take 
control of the 
non-European 
world in search 

of raw 
materials and 

markets.



Age of 
Nationalism

In the mid to 
ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎ ŀ 

spirit of 
nationalism 

swept Europe 
as new 

countries 
were formed 
based upon 
nationality.

A nation is a group of people 
who share a common language, 
religion, culture and geography.

Unifier

Germany

Lƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŘ муллΩǎ 
under the leadership 
ƻŦ tǊǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ hǘǘƻ ±ƻƴ 
Bismarck the German 
people were united.

.ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƻŦ 
blood and iron was 

based on unifying the 
people of German 

blood (German 
language, culture and 
ςmostly- protestant 

religion) and war 
(Danish war, seven 
weeks war and the 

Franco Prussian War)

Destroyer

Austria-Hungary

A multi-national 
empire torn apart by 
the subject peoples 

desire for self-
determination (the 

right to rule 
themselves)

Russia, The Soviet 
Union and the 

Ottoman Empire are 
other states torn apart 
by the desire for self 

determination.



Assassination of Ferdinand M.A.I.N. Causes

Treaty of Versailles

World War I

1914-1918

The deadliest war in history (up 
to that time) saw new ways of 

killing (trench warfare, machine 
gun, submarine, airplane)

ÅThe spark of World War I
ÅAssassination by Serbian 
nationalist terrorist Gavriljo
Princip(member of the 
Black Hand) sets off a chain 
reaction that leads to a war 
that involves the world and 
claims 15 million lives.

ÅSince the Franco-Prussian Europe had been rearming and glorifying 
the military (militarism)
ÅEvery nation in Europe had a series of secret alliances that would 
cause even a small conflict to expand.
ÅSince the Scramble for Africa their had a been a competition over 
the remaining unclaimed lands (Imperialism)
ÅEach nation thought it was superior to its neighbors and deserved 
to rule over its own affairs (Nationalism/self-determination) 

Ends the war by punishing Germany
Germany gives up land and is forced to pay a 33 
billion dollar indemnity (fine)
Italy despite being on the winning side feels 
slighted by the treaty.
Establishes the League of Nations to resolve 
future disputes.



The Cold 
War

1945-1991 a 
forty plus 

year 
confrontation 
between the 
U.S. and the 
U.S.S.R. for 

world 
domination.

The Cold War was a war of maneuvering and negotiations as the 

U.S. and the U.S.S.R. sought to dominate the world.  The two superpowers built opposing 
alliance systems (NATO and the Warsaw Pact) and built massive arsenals of nuclear weapons 

not to use, but to intimidate the other side. 

Causes

Communism Vs. Capitalism

The U.S. and the U.S.S.R. 
had opposite economic 

systems with the U.S. and 
its main allies being 

capitalist while the Soviet 
Union and its main allies 
practiced communism.

Dictatorship Vs. Democracy

The U.S. and the U.S.S.R. 
had opposite political 

systems with the U.S. and 
its allies mainly using 

democracy, while the Soviet 
Union and its allies were 

mainly dictatorships.  
HOWEVER ςDuring the 

course of the Cold War the 
U.S. did support many 

dictators in our efforts to 
bring down the U.S.S.R.

Key Events

Berlin Airlift

Berlin Wall

Korean War

Cuban Missile Crisis

Vietnam War

Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan



The End 
of the 

Cold War

1991

While the 
world 

worried for 
forty years 

that the Cold 
War would 

end in 
nuclear war, 

instead it 
simply fizzled 

with the 
collapse of 
the USSR

DƻǊōŀŎƘŜǾ άaŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎŀŘŜέΚ

¢ƛƳŜ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ DƻǊōŀŎƘŜǾ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ улΩǎΦ  ! ōƛǘ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ 
ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ  ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊǇƻǿŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 
the decade he no longer had a country AND the governments of all of his allies had fallen as 

ǿŜƭƭΦ  ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ DƻǊōŀŎƘŜǾ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ άaŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎŀŘŜέΚ  5ƛŘ ƘŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƛǘΚ 

Causes

Economic Causes:

The Soviet communist 
economy could not produce 

enough military or 
consumer goods. 

Mikhail Gorbachev 
instituted Perestroika to fix 
the economic woes mixing 
in a bit a capitalism with 

Soviet Communism

Political Causes:

Tired of dictatorship 
Gorbachev instituted 

Dƭŀǎƴƻǎǘ ƻǊ άƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎέ ǘƻ 
reform the Soviet 

government. 

With Glasnost in place the 
Russian people could voice 
their anger over the war in 

Afghanistan

The people in Eastern 
Europe also began 

demonstrating against 
Soviet control. 

Key Events

Prague Spring

Solidarity

Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan

Rise of Gorbachev

Fall of the Berlin Wall

Failed Moscow Coup



The 
Scramble 
for Africa

муулΩǎ

European 
powers 

divide up 
Africa in 

search of raw 
materials and 

markets

The Berlin Conference Civilized?

Hosted by Otto Von Bismarck the Berlin Conference was an attempt to peacefully divide the 
resources and lands of Africa amongst the  nations of Europe.  The result was 80 plus years of 

European colonization and exploitation and a continent where national borders were set based 
upon European needs rather than African realities.

Causes

In Africa

For three hundred years 
Europeans had viewed Africa 

as a source for slaves and 
little more.

The discovery of the malaria 
fighting drug quinine allowed 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 

interior

Henry Stanley wrote 
ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜƭȅ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 

resources during his search 
for David Livingstone.  
{ǘŀƴƭŜȅΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǎǇŀǊƪŜŘ 

interest in Africa  

In Europe:

¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 
increasing competition in 

Europe for land and 
resources.  

¢ƘŜ муслΩǎ ŀƴŘ тлΩǎ ǎŀǿ ƴŜǿ 
nations born in Europe and 

these new states sought their 
άǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴέ ƻǊ ŀ 

colonial empire.

The new found riches of 
Africa were eagerly 
άǎŎǊŀƳōƭŜŘέ ƻǾŜǊ 

Effects

Eurocentric world

Exploitation of Africa

ά²ƘƛǘŜ aŀƴΩǎ .ǳǊŘŜƴέ

ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴέ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ



Apartheid 
in South 
Africa

The history of 
South Africa 
has been a 
history of 

racial 
separation 
known as 

Apartheid ς
The legal 

separation of 
the races.

Mandela, disciple of Gandhi?

Nelson Mandela began his career as a leader of an armed anti-apartheid group that committed 
ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ Ƨŀƛƭ aŀƴŘŜƭŀ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƴƻƴ-
violent protest movement.  Should we remember Mandela the terrorist or Mandela the peace 

activist?  Should we consider someone who fights against discrimination a terrorist?

Causes

Dutch Rule

The Dutch arrived in South 
!ŦǊƛŎŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ мсллΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
immediately  established a 

division between white 
settlers and black Africans.

To maintain white rule in 
{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΣ 

white settlers instituted the 
Apartheid policy to keep 

blacks from voting.

Blacks lived in horrid 
conditions with few 

freedoms.

The ANC

Black South Africans started a 
protest movement that 

began as a violent 
movement, but ended as a 
peaceful movement led by 

Nelson Mandela. 

International economic 
pressure eventually led to 
aŀƴŘŜƭŀΩǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ƨŀƛƭ  
and the end of apartheid

Effects

¦Ǉƻƴ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
ŦƛǊǎǘ άŀƭƭ-ǊŀŎŜέ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  
Mandela became South 
!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƭŀŎƪ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ  
Instead of revenge for past 
wrongs Mandela sought a way 
forward.  The Truth & 
Reconciliation commission 
collected testimony from all 
South Africans on the abuses 
of the Apartheid regime.  The 
commissions report was a 
report on the past Mandela 
an d subsequent leaders have 
built a new multi-racial South 
!ŦǊƛŎŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
most stable nations.



The Rise 
of Japan

One of the 
powers of 
Asia, Japan 
continually 
reinvents 
itself to 

maintain its 
position as a 
power, first 

militarily and 
now 

economically

Japan, new and improved?

Throughout history Japan is constantly reinventing itself.  With the arrival of the Mongols, 
Japan becomes in isolated protectionist state, with the arrival of the Europeans Japan remakes 
itself into a western state and with the arrival of the Americans after WWII Japan becomes an 
economic power.  Why do you think Japan continues to change?  Do you think America could 

change as radically as Japan?

History

TokagawaShogunate

Reacting to the attempted 
invasion of Japan by the 
Mongols in 1368 Japan 

responded by isolating itself 
from the outside world.

Japan followed a similar social 
structure to Feudalism in 
Europe.  In Japan Samurai 

warriors were akin to European 
Knights and followed the code of 

Bushindo

The Emperor was the highest 
position, but the Shogun 

(military leader) held the real 
power. 

Meiji Restoration

The arrival of the American 
Commodore Matthew Perry 

in 1853 sparked a 
modernization in Japan

Japan remade its culture 
along western ways and 

became an industrial 
powerhouse.

Limited by a lack of resources 
WŀǇŀƴ ǊŜŀŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ άǿŜǎǘŜǊƴέ 
ǿŀȅ ōȅ άƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭƛȊƛƴƎέ ƛǘǎ 
neighbors and taking their 

resources.

Modern Day

Japanese imperialism led to a 
direct conflict with the United 
States and sparked World War 
II in the Pacific.

4 years of war came to an end 
in the Asia with America 
dropping a pair of atomic 
bombs on Japan.

Following WWII America 
ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ 
Japan once again remade 
itself this time into a 
technological and economic 
superpower.



Pre-
Communist 

China

One of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ 
civilizations, 
for centuries, 

Europeans 
sought the 
riches of 

China.  In the 
муллΩǎ 

Europeans 
finally 

controlled 
them.

Should they ever have closed the doors?

In 1421 the Chinese admiral ZhengHe sailed around the pacific at the head a giant Chinese 
treasure fleet.  ZhengIŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ /Ƙƛƴŀ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƘŀŘ 
ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ /ƘƛƴŀΩΦ  /Ƙƛƴŀ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǎŎǳǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƛǘǎ ŘƻƻǊǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊǎΦ  плл 
years later the steam powered navy of Great Britain forced those doors open during the Opium 

wars.  Should China have isolated itself in the first place?

History

Opium Wars

China limited trade to one port 
and forced European buyers to 

trade in silver.  (Trade 
Imbalance) The British sought a 
new product to trade into China 

instead of silver. Their new 
product was the drug opium.

The Chinese tried to result, 
however superior British 
technology and advanced 

weapons made short work of 
the Chinese military in the 

Opium wars

Forced to sign the Treaty of 
Nanjing, China gave up territory 
ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǊǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎǇƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻŦ 

influence under European 
control

{ǇƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻŦ LƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ

Europeans controlled China 
for 70 years.  Chinese were 

second class citizens in 
their own land 

(extraterritorial rights).  
The British took control of 
Hong Kong for 150 years.

The Chinese attempted to 
unsuccessful military 
uprisings against the 

Europeans (Boxer & Taiping
Rebellions)

Birth of Modern Day

The western educated Sun 
Yixanawoke China from its 
long slumber in the early 
мфллΩǎΣΦ  Yixansought to 
remake a modern China based 
upon the western principles 
of socialism, nationalism & 
democracy (Three Principles)

Sun died before he could 
complete his dream.  Sun was 
succeeded by his two 
Lieutenants, the communist 
Mao and the nationalist Jiang.   
Mao and Jiang fought a 
twenty year civil war for 
control of China. 


