2011-2012 Emmons Middle School 
7th Grade Science Syllabus

Teacher: Mrs. Sharon Page

Contact Information

E-mail: spage@emmons-school.com
Phone: 847-395-1105 ext 228

Course Description

In this course students will explore various strands of science required by the State of Illinois. Students will learn topics in pertaining to life science by engaging in contextual labs, research, and projects.  Students enrolled in this class will have a solid understanding of the concepts, skills, and procedures required to be successful in future science classes.

Course/Unit Outline – 7th Grade Life Science 

Below is a list of some of the topics we will try to cover over the course of the school year.
	· The Nature of Science

· Classification

· Cell Structure and Function

· Cell Processes

· Microscopic World
	· Cell Reproduction

· Heredity

· DNA  The Code of Life

· Evolution

· Diversity of Life


Classroom Expectations

· The teacher will be expected to have high expectations of all students.

· The students will be expected to be prepared for class. Being prepared for class means having all necessary materials and assignments completed at the beginning of class.

· The teacher will be expected to maintain an appropriate classroom culture that will lead to the success of all students.

· The students will be expected to participate in all classroom activities.

· The students will be expected to follow all necessary lab procedures and always follow appropriate lab safety rules.

· Everyone will be expected to show respect for everyone else and their property.

· Everyone will be expected to keep a positive attitude.

Textbook/Resource Materials
CPO Life Science
Required Materials and Supplies

A pencil or pen, paper, notebook, Interactive Notebook, glue stick, color pencils, calculator, and text book are necessary for every class. You will be notified a day ahead of time if any additional materials will be needed for class. Each day you must come prepared for class. 
Late Work Policy

Late work needs to be turned in completed no more than one day late. If necessary students may utilize study hall in order to make up any missing work. Special circumstances need to be discussed with the teacher.
Assessment Categories:

Homework and Class work (10%) – Daily homework can be expected and will usually consist of vocabulary, reading, and comprehension questions.
Assessments (55%) – These assessments consist of tests, quizzes, and projects.  We will prepare and review for tests and quizzes throughout each unit.  Projects will correlate with the units of study.  An instruction sheet and rubric will be given at the beginning of each project.  You will have the opportunity to do quiz corrections to earn back half of your points on quizzes only.   

Labs and Class Activities (35%) – Most labs are completed with a partner or group but will be given an individual grade.  You are expected to follow all safety procedures and stay on task.  All labs should be neat and all answers should be written in complete sentences.  Charts and graphs should be well labeled and color coded.  All lab write-ups are formal and must be typed.  Since write-ups are done individually, students found cheating will not receive credit for the lab.    
Absence & Tardiness Policy
You are expected to be in class every day prepared before the bell rings. If you are absent and the absence is excused you will receive time equal to the amount of time missed to make up work. In other words for every day missed, one day is given to make up work. Retakes for missed tests and quizzes must be scheduled within one week of the quiz or test. Missed lab work can be made up through an alternate assignment. 
Other Helpful Information
· Participation – You will be expected to participate on a daily basis. Asking questions is essential to your learning. When you don’t understand, or my explanation is unclear I expect a question to be asked. Everyone’s thoughts, ideas, and opinions are valued and therefore should be shared. During class it is important and necessary for you to participate and work cooperatively with your group.

· Science Laboratory Safety Permission Slip – A permission slip of safety guidelines will be sent home and must be signed to participate in lab activities. This slip should be returned within the first week of school.

· Extra Help – Extra help is available. Please see me if you need help. I want to see you succeed.
· Academic Dishonesty – Copying and cheating are not only detrimental to your own learning, but ultimately will hurt your grade. All incidences of academic dishonesty will be dealt with.

· Pass System – Pass will be updated by Friday early afternoon. Any missing assignments will show up as a zero. Any assignment that appears blank has not been graded yet.

· Extra Credit - Extra credit opportunities are available as assigned by the teacher. They are usually limited to once or twice per quarter.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please sign and return the bottom portion of this slip.

______________________________________     ____________________________________

Child’s Name





Parent’s Name

Date
