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Coronado High School


Honors US Government and Politics Course Expectations

Mrs. McGuan
 




  Email: sbmcguan@interact.ccsd.net
OFFICE HOURS:

2:15 PM-2:45 PM every day or as otherwise noted.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This survey course covers the institutions and political processes affecting the federal

government. Students are introduced to the underlying philosophy and principles of the US

Constitution, civil rights, civil liberties and citizen responsibilities. American political economy,

structural workings of government, political processes, along with domestic and foreign

policy are also examined. 

COURSE OUTCOMES:

Coursework is intended to promote a capacity for analysis and critical thinking that is necessary

for understanding changing political, sociological and economic realities, and to the preservation

of democracy. Students will be able to demonstrate understanding of the facts, concepts and

theories pertaining to US Government and Politics, the roles played by government and nongovernmental institutions and political actors in the US, and to analyze and interpret data.

Students will expand their comprehension of current US domestic and foreign policies, and

analytical and interpretive writing skills.

TEXT AND MATERIALS:

− Government in America People, Politics and Policy, George C. Edwards III, Martin P. Wattenberg, Robert L. Lineberry, 10th Edition.
− American Government: Readings & Cases, Woll . 15th . 16th Edition.

− Students should maintain an organized collection of their chapter outlines, terms and

objective questions and any other assignments for the entire year.

-Students will be expected to come to class each day with their text book, a binder, a pocket dictionary, a mini stapler and black or blue pens only. Assignments may NOT be written in pencil.  Students must also have an account with Google Docs or have a USB flash drive for saving computer lab assignments.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Text readings, related homework chapter tests, and the Civic Action Project

assignments follow. Other activities may be scheduled in class. Due dates are subject to change.  Students are also expected to keep current with national and international news. 
HONORS GOVERNMENT SYLLABUS 2010-2011
	Text Reading
	Related Assignments
	Test Date

	Chapter 1

Introducing Government in America
	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	09/13/11


	Chapter 2

The Constitution
	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	09/30/11


	Chapter 3

Federalism
	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	10/18/11


	Chapter 13

The Presidency
	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	11/04/11


	Chapter 12

Congress
	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	11/30/11


	Chapter 16

The Federal Courts
	Chapter Summary
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	12/15/11

	Chapter 15

The Bureaucracy
	Chapter Summary
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	01/13/12

	Semester Exam
	TBD – Chapters 1, 2, 3, 13, 12, 15, & 16
	

	Chapter 6

Public Opinion and Political Action
	Chapter Summary
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	02/03/12

	Chapter 8

Political Parties
	Chapter Summary
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	02/17/12

	Chapter 7

The Mass Media and the Political Agenda
	Chapter Summary
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	03/02/12



	Chapter 9

Nominations and Campaigns
	Chapter Summary
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	03/13/12

	Chapter 10

Elections and Voting Behavior
	Chapter Summary
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	03/23/12

	Chapter 11

Interest Groups
	Chapter Summary
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	04/10/12

	Chapter’s 4 and 5
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties


	Chapter Summary
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	04/27/12

	Chapter 17

Economic Policymaking
	Chapter Summary
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	05/08/12

	Chapter 18

Social Welfare Policymaking
	Chapter Summary
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	05/18/12

	Chapter 20

Foreign and Defense Policymaking
	Chapter Summary
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	05/30/12


HONORS GOVERNMENT CIVIC ACTION PROJECT SCHEDULE 2010-2011
	CAP (Civic Action Project)
	ASSIGNMENTS AND PREPARATION
	DATES

	Lesson 1
	A Different Kind of Government Course
	09/15/11

	Lesson 2
	Introduction to Public Policy
	09/22/11

	Lesson 3
	Problems, Policy and Civic Action
	09/28/11

	Lesson 4
	Introducing Policy Analysis
	10/06/11

	Lesson 5
	Policymaking in the Three Branches of Government
	10/12/11

	Lesson 6
	Analyzing Anti-Gang Policies
	10/19/11

	Lesson 7
	Policymaking at the Local Level
	10/27/11

	Lesson 8
	Law & Policy
	11/15/11

	Lesson 9
	Persuading
	11/16/11

	Lesson 10
	Building Constituencies
	11/22/11

	Lesson 11
	Setting the Public Agenda
	12/01/11

	Lesson 12
	Using the Media
	12/08/11

	Lesson 13 & 14
	Persuading Policymakers
	12/09/11

	Lesson 15
	Begin work on your Civic Action Project – A part of every Thursday for 8 weeks will be set aside for planning and debriefing.
	01/26/12

	Presentations
	Formal Presentation (visual, audio, and report)
	05/07/12


Civic Action Project

The Civic Action Project assignment and related activities comprise 15% of each quarter’s grade. Points will be earned in a 14 group oriented lesson sequence, completed during the first

semester. Points will be earned in defining and proposing your project, also in the first semester.

The remaining points will be earned in implementing and reporting on your project. The

proposed project may be an individual, group, or class project.

The Civic Action Project is not a research paper, but research may be involved. It is not a purely

academic activity, but has traditional academic components. As set out by the Constitutional

Rights Foundation (2009), a civic action project is a culminating opportunity for students to

apply what they have learned in their social studies classes in a real world application. The

project is designed to be a practicum wherein students, whether individually, as a class, or in

small groups take civic action(s) to affect public policy or solve public problems. The project is

oriented toward local and state level actions, but is not necessarily intended to restrict broader

actions if students wish to pursue a national or even an international agenda.

As the Foundation notes, civic actions may be varied, including getting informed about a policy

or problem, getting involved in your community, critically examining a problem or policy,

discovering how government is involved and makes related decisions to a policy or problem,

engaging in civic discourse, building constituencies, working toward a common goal, doing civic

writing, making presentations, advocating for and defending positions, meeting with officials,

and making decisions.

Students, under guidance, will select a problem or policy they wish to affect, research the

problem or policy, define and take appropriate civic actions, document their efforts and report

the experience. The documentation, including the culminating report(s), will follow the

Constitutional Rights Foundation procedures, documented at their website. The Constitutional

Rights Foundation-Civic Action Project website link is set on my website and is accessible

through the paloverde.org website.

Students, through a series of in class activities and lessons, will gain experience in brainstorming issues and defining policy analysis techniques that will aid them in their individual or group projects. The details of this assignment will become clear as the semester unfolds and the lessons related to the Civic Action Project are presented.

COURSE GRADING:

Semester: The quarter grades will each count toward 45% of your semester grade. The semester finals will count toward 10% of your grade. The semester exams are in the multiple-choice and essay format.
Quarter: Test related grades are 35% of the quarter grade, and includes quizzing, testing, and

any writing exercises. The Civic Action Project is 15% of the grade during 2nd semester, but is included with classwork 1st semester.  Homework and class work is 40%, and participation is 10%. Short answer and essay based reading quizzes are included in the test component of grading. Chapter tests are comprised of both multiple choice and essay questions. Homework and class activities include lectures, chapter outlines, terms and objective questions, writing or other exercises, policy forums and class discussions.

Participation or “professional decorum” comprises 10% of the course grade. Students 
may lose 2 points per day for tardy arrivals, cell phone use, disruptions, lack of preparation and so forth.  Participation in weekly discussions is required at the Honors level.
Students may earn the following grades:

A = 90%-100%

B = 80%-89%

C = 70%-79%

D = 60%-69%

F = Below 60%

MS = Missing (0%)

INC = Incomplete (0%)

NG = No Grade (Does not count

against student)

O = Outstanding Citizenship

S = Satisfactory Citizenship

U = Unsatisfactory Citizenship

Grade reports are posted on Parent Link. Students requiring a written report of their grades

should pick up a weekly progress report from the office.

GENERAL WRITING CRITERIA:

Proper citation in MLA format is required for all research based writing exercises. Failure to

type as assigned, and follow the MLA style guidelines, will result in a starting grade reduction of

50 percent of face value for the assignment. Essay questions and other writing exercises are graded according to the following general rubric as well as content and style rubrics appropriate

to each essay or exercise:
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ATTENDANCE. MAKE-UP AND LATE WORK:

The policies and attendant regulations regarding atteridance may be found in the student





ATTENDANCE, MAKE-UP AND LATE WORK:
The policies and attendant regulations regarding attendance may be found in the student

handbook. For the record, my classes start on time and I tend not to repeat information for those

who are late. Being on time is an important skill for the future. Neither college professors nor

employers are tolerant of late arrivals.
− Make-up work: Make up work due to absence is permitted in accordance with the CCSD

three-day policy if the assignment is given the day you are absent. If you knew about the assignment before your absence then the assignment is due when you return.  Be advised that any make-up work due to absence, regardless of cause of absence, may be different in content than that originally assigned. Any tests or quizzes that are missed may be made up without penalty up to three days from when you return to school.
−Everyone has one chance to turn in one late assignment per quarter.  Otherwise no late work is accepted. 

POLICY ON ACADEMIC HONESTY:

Preparing students envisions more than understanding course content and process. It includes a fundamental respect for personal achievement and accomplishment. Cheating in any form,

plagiarism, falsifying or inventing any information, data or citation, or aiding others academic

dishonesty is intolerable. Students that engage in any academic dishonesty will receive a 0%

grade for the assignment, examination or other work product, and no make up will be permitted.

Citizenship grades for the quarter and semester will be reduced to Unsatisfactory. A Request for

Parent Conference may be filed, and further action may be taken in accordance with PVHS

and/or CCSD policy.

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR:

There are very few guidelines in my class, but those that exist I do expect to be followed.

− Everyone is expected to participate positively. Your opinions matter and your comments are expected.

− Everyone is to be treated with courtesy and respect.

− Please do not interrupt me, or anyone speaking, and please be quiet during lectures,

media presentations, films and documentaries, or discussion, unless it is for a question or your turn to speak.

− Cell phones must be turned off.

− You may be excused for the restroom on a very limited basis. Please do not interrupt me, or the class, to get permission to leave.

Students who continuously disregard any of these basic policies will receive a U in citizenship.

Please make sure you understand these Course Expectations. Complete the acknowledgement

form and return with the appropriate signatures immediately.

Mrs. McGuan, Department of Social Studies

Honors US Government and Politics Course Expectations Acknowledgement

Course activities and assignments are designed to prepare students for college level work. The

objective is to develop critical thinkers capable of solving problems and adapting to a variety of

situations. Students are responsible for reading, understanding and complying with the Course

Expectations. Student and parents please confirm your acceptance of the conditions set out in the Course Expectations by signing below. 
I, ________________________________________, have read and understood the Course

Expectations.

Signed on this date: _______________ Class Period: ___________________________

Student: ______________________________________

Print Name: ___________________________________

Attest:

Parent: ________________________________________

Print Name: ____________________________________

Parent E-mail:_________________________________________________________________
e-mail is the best way for me to contact you and vice-versa.

Parent Phone Number: ___________________________  Best time for you to be reached

between 6:30 a.m. and 2:45 p.m.  ______________________________
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