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Coronado High School


AP US Government and Politics Course Expectations

Mrs. McGuan 




       Email: sbmcguan@interact.ccsd.net
OFFICE HOURS:

2:15 PM-2:45 PM everyday or as otherwise noted.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This survey course covers the institutions and political processes affecting the federal

government. Students are introduced to the underlying philosophy and principles of the US

Constitution, civil rights, civil liberties and citizen responsibilities. American political economy,

structural workings of government, political processes, along with domestic and foreign

policy are also examined. Students are expected to take the AP US Government and Politics

examination.

COURSE OUTCOMES:

Coursework is intended to promote a capacity for analysis and critical thinking that is necessary

for understanding changing political, sociological and economic realities, and to the preservation

of democracy. Students will be able to demonstrate understanding of the facts, concepts and

theories pertaining to US Government and Politics, the roles played by government and nongovernmental institutions and political actors in the US, and to analyze and interpret data.

Students will expand their comprehension of current US domestic and foreign policies, and

analytical and interpretive writing skills.

TEXT AND MATERIALS:

− American Government . Continuity & Change 2002 Edition, Karen O.Connor & Larry J. Sabato

− American Government: Readings & Cases, Woll . 15th . 16th Edition.

− Supplemental readings assignments are on reserve in the library. Students might consider acquiring an AP test preparation study guide.

− Students should maintain an organized collection of their chapter outlines, terms and

objective questions and any other assignments for the entire year.

-In addition, students are expected to utilize other media outlets to keep abreast of current political events Daily newspapers & weekly newsmagazines, Meet the Press, Crossfire, and Washington Week in Review are good television programs, and there are also numerous websites devoted to current issues related to government.

-Students will be expected to come to class each day with their text book, a binder, a journaling notebook, a pocket dictionary, black or blue pens and a mini stapler. Assignments may NOT be written in pencil.  Students must also have an account with Google Docs or have a USB flash drive for saving computer lab assignments.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Text readings, related homework and unit tests, and the Analytical Essays follow. Other activities may be scheduled in class. Due dates are subject to change. Students are also expected to keep current with national and international news. 
	Text Reading 
	Related Assignments
	Test Dates



	Chapter 1

The Political Landscape


	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	09/07/11


	Chapter 2

The Constitution


	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	09/19/11


	Chapter 3

Federalism


	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	09/28/11


	Chapter 5

Civil Liberties


	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	10/13/11


	Chapter 6

Civil Rights 


	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	10/19/11


	
	Analytical Essay – Choose 1 of 2
	10/24/11

	Chapter 11

Public Opinion & Political Socialization


	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	11/07/11


	Chapter 15

The News Media


	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	11/21/11


	Chapter 12

Political Parties


	Chapter Summary, Terms
Objectives, Quizzes
	12/07/11


	
	Analytical Essay – Choose 1 of 2
	12/09/11

	Chapter 14

The Campaign Process


	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	12/1511


	Chapter 13

Voting and Elections


	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	01/06/12


	Chapter 16

Interest Groups


	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	No Chapter test - chapter will be included in semester final 

	
	Semester Exam: Chapters 1-3, 5-6, 11-16
	Week of January 17th


	Chapter 7

Congress
	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	02/03/12


	Chapter 8

The Presidency


	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	02/14/12


	Chapter 9

The Judiciary
	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	02/24/12


	US Supreme Court Cases

Explanation & Assignment


	Cases and groups assigned; Presentations begin on 3/12 – all case presentations MUST be Completed – No excuses
 
	02/27/12

	Chapter 10
The Executive Branch & the Federal Bureaucracy


	Chapter Summary

Terms, Objectives, Short Essay
	03/08/12


	US Supreme Court Cases


	Case Briefs/Presentations


	03/12/12-03/23/12

	Chapter 18

Economic Policy


	Chapter Summary,
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	04/10/12


	Chapter 17

Social Welfare Policy


	Chapter Summary,
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	04/18/12


	Chapter 19

Foreign and Military Policy


	Chapter Summary,
Terms, Objectives, Quizzes
	04/27/12


	AP Review Sessions
	FRQ’s, Multiple Choice, Vocabulary, etc.
	04/30/12-05/14/12

	
	Debates
	5/16/12 – 06/01/12

	
	Semester Exam: Chapters 7-10; 17-19
	Week of June 4th



Analytical Essay Questions

Analytical questions are each worth 50 test-weighted points. These are to be researched,

prepared using APA style guidelines, typed and double-spaced, in 12 point Arial font. Suggested length is 1,000 words (Do not go over 1500 words!). Students are required to submit responses through turnitin.com.

Question 1 Due: 10/24/12 Choose either #1 or #2
#1 - The Age of Enlightenment philosophers set out the foundational values for the structure

of government for the United States of America. Referring to the works of John Locke

(Second Treatise on Civil Government), the Baron de Montesquieu (Spirit of the Laws),

and Jean-Jacques Rousseau (The Social Contract), identify the principle idea(s) and

discuss the significance to the American republic of the ideas of Locke and Montesquieu

as found in the “charters of freedom” of the United States (i.e., the Declaration of

Independence, the Constitution of the United States and the Bill of Rights). Further,

describe how the American republic meets the ideal of a social contract?
OR
#2 - Arguments favoring ratification of the Constitution of the United States were produced as

a series of essays by Publius (James Madison, John Jay and Alexander Hamilton) now

known as The Federalist Papers. Read Federalist #10. Consider Madison’s discussion

of factions. What are the problems of factions in contemporary America? Are

Madison’s potential solutions to the problem of factions possible today? Read Federalist

#51. Consider Madison’s observations of who will dominate in a republican form of

government. Do his observations apply today? What are Madison’s expectations for the

Federal system and are they realized today? How might the narratives of Madison been

derived from Locke, Montesquieu or Rousseau?

Question 2 Due: 12/09/12 Choose either #3 or #4

#3 - The structure of governance for the United States is a federal republic. Americans are

citizens of the United States and one of the fifty states. The nature of federalism is

complicated and has changed over the course of the nation’s history. Marbury v.

Madison and other cases of the Marshall Court defined the idea of federalism. The

Warren Court could be said to have further refined the idea of federalism. How and why

did both the Marshall and Warren Courts define the notion and scope of federalism and

how did these Courts’ actions reaffirm or change federalism? How does the 14th

Amendment influence the interpretation of federalism?
OR
#4 - Factions were expected to arise, as a result of human nature, but were to be tempered by

the structure of government set out in the Constitution of the United States. Political parties have expanded, contracted, expanded again and often exacerbated conflicts in American society. Examine the current policies and goals of both the national Democratic and Republican parties. Will history judge them as both correct, in terms of Enlightenment and American political philosophy, some 230 years from now? Are the platforms and purpose of the parties today a repudiation of Enlightenment and American political philosophical underpinnings or not?
COURSE GRADING:

Semester: The quarter grades will each count toward 45% of your semester grade. The semester finals will count toward 10% of your grade. The semester exams are in the multiple-choice and essay format common to AP exams. 

1st Semester Quarter Grades: 
Test and quizzes are 35% of the quarter grade
Project Grades are 20% of the quarter grade and include analytical essays and other quarter projects.

Homework is 15% of the quarter grade

Classwork is 20% of the quarter grade

Participation is 10% of the quarter grade 

Chapter tests are comprised of both multiple choice and essay questions. Homework and class activities include lectures, chapter outlines, terms and objective questions, writing or other exercises, policy forums and class discussions. Participation or “professional decorum” comprises 10% of the course grade. Participation in weekly discussions is mandatory in an AP level course.

2nd Semester Quarter Grades: 
Test and quizzes are 40% of the quarter grade
Project Grades are 30% of the quarter grade and include analytical essays and other quarter projects. There are more projects during the 2nd semester

Homework is no longer required but students are expected to keep up with readings.

Classwork is 20% of the quarter grade

Participation is 10% of the quarter grade 

Chapter tests are comprised of both multiple choice and essay questions. Class activities include lectures, chapter outlines, terms and objective questions, writing or other exercises, policy forums and class discussions. Participation or “professional decorum” comprises 10% of the course grade. Participation in weekly discussions is mandatory in an AP level course.

Students may earn the following grades:

A = 90%-100%

B = 80%-89%

C = 70%-79%

D = 60%-69%

F = Below 60%

MS = Missing (0%)

INC = Incomplete (0%)

NG = No Grade (Does not count

against student)

O = Outstanding Citizenship

S = Satisfactory Citizenship

U = Unsatisfactory Citizenship

Grade reports are posted on Parent Link. Students requiring a written report of their grades

should pick up a weekly progress report from the office.

GENERAL WRITING CRITERIA:

Proper citation in APA format is required for all research based writing exercises. Failure to

type as assigned, and follow the APA style guidelines, will result in a starting grade reduction of

50 percent of face value for the assignment. Essay questions and other writing exercises are graded according to the following general rubric as well as content and style rubrics appropriate

to each essay or exercise:

ATTENDANCE, MAKE-UP AND LATE WORK:

The policies and attendant regulations regarding attendance may be found in the student

handbook. For the record, my classes start on time and I tend not to repeat information for those

who are late. Being on time is an important skill for the future. Neither college professors nor

employers are tolerant of late arrivals.

− Make-up work: Make up work due to absence is permitted in accordance with the CCSD

three-day policy if the assignment is given the day you are absent. If you knew about the assignment before your absence then the assignment is due when you return.  Be advised that any make-up work due to absence, regardless of cause of absence, may be different in content than that originally assigned. Any tests or quizzes that are missed may be made up without penalty up to three days from when you return to school.

−Everyone has one chance to turn in one late assignment per quarter.  Otherwise no late work is accepted. 

-There is no extra credit in this class.

POLICY ON ACADEMIC HONESTY:

Preparing students envisions more than understanding course content and process. It includes a fundamental respect for personal achievement and accomplishment. Cheating in any form,

plagiarism, falsifying or inventing any information, data or citation, or aiding others academic

dishonesty is intolerable. Students that engage in any academic dishonesty will receive a 0%

grade for the assignment, examination or other work product, and no make up will be permitted.

Citizenship grades for the quarter and semester will be reduced to Unsatisfactory. A Request for

Parent Conference may be filed, and further action may be taken in accordance with PVHS

and/or CCSD policy.

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR:

There are very few guidelines in my class, but those that exist I do expect to be followed.

− Everyone is expected to participate positively. Your opinions matter and your comments are expected.

− Everyone is to be treated with courtesy and respect.

− Please do not interrupt me, or anyone speaking, and please be quiet during lectures,

media presentations, films and documentaries, or discussion, unless it is for a question or your turn to speak.

− Cell phones must be turned off.

− You may be excused for the restroom on a very limited basis. Please do not interrupt me, or the class, to get permission to leave.

Students who continuously disregard any of these basic policies will receive a U in citizenship.

Please make sure you understand these Course Expectations. Complete the acknowledgement

form and return with the appropriate signatures immediately.

Mrs. McGuan, Department of Social Studies

AP US Government and Politics Course Expectations Acknowledgement

Course activities and assignments are designed to prepare students for college level work. The

objective is to develop critical thinkers capable of solving problems and adapting to a variety of

situations. Students are responsible for reading, understanding and complying with the Course

Expectations. Student and parents, please confirm your acceptance of the conditions set out in the Course Expectations by signing below. 
I, ________________________________________, have read and understood the Course

Expectations.

Signed on this date: _______________ Class Period: ___________________________

Student: ______________________________________

Print Name: ___________________________________

Attest:

Parent: ________________________________________

Print Name: ____________________________________
Parent E-Mail:_________________________________________________________________

E-mail is the easiest way for me to reach you and vice versa.
Parent Phone Number: ___________________________  Best time for you to be reached

between 6:30 a.m. and 2:45 p.m.  ______________________________
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