Chapter 13 Essay Questions

1.  Why is the press important to the President? How can Presidents use the press to their advantage and what advantages might the press have over the President? 

2. Explain the role of the President in national security policy. In particular, what powers does the President have in times of war and national crisis? 

3. Describe the nature of the "public Presidency." How does public opinion affect the power of the President and how can Presidents gain and use public support to their advantage?  How important is public support for the President in achieving legislative priorities?  
4. Describe the process by which a President can veto a bill. What recourse does Congress have to respond to a veto, and how often is this recourse successful? Would you favor a line-item veto for the President? Why, or why not? 

5. How important is public support for the President in achieving legislative priorities? How does the President go about soliciting public support? Do you think the President should avoid such solicitations or not? Explain. 

6. Why is the President given the power as the nation's Chief Diplomat and the Commander in Chief of the armed forces? What checks does Congress have on the President's national security prerogatives? Are these sufficient? Explain. 

7. Describe the constitutional process of removing a President from office. How often has this process been seriously attempted? With what results? Is this process appropriate or would you recommend changes? Explain. 

8. Some founding fathers feared that the President might become a monarch if given too many powers. Comment on the argument that the Presidency can be a threat to democracy. What implications might a powerful President have for the size of government in America? 

9. Describe the major strengths and weaknesses of the President in his role as chief legislator. What factors strengthen his ability to pass legislation he prefers? What factors weaken his ability to pass legislation? 

10. Explain the power relationship between the President and Congress. How does the President's political party and public support affect this relationship? 

