Directions:
Political Party DQs (Ch. 8) 

1. Compare and contrast the two major party platforms on the following issues: abortion, the environment, health care, taxes, defense spending and education. 

2. Describe the significance of a critical election, party realignment, and what is meant by a "party era." Do you think 1992 was a critical election? Why, or why not? 

3. Present evidence to support the argument that political parties have waning influence on American politics. 

4. Explain the advantages and disadvantages of a two-party system compared to a multiparty system. What would the United States be like if it had a multiparty system? 

5. Describe the nature and functions of political parties in America. What major tasks do the parties perform? 

6. Some have argued that America's winner-take-all system fails to adequately represent differences of opinion in government. Would you prefer to see proportional representation? What are its strengths and weaknesses? Explain. 

7. Explain the role of the party in the electorate. What recent trends are occurring in party identification, and what effect does this have on party politics and elections? 

8. What is the role of linkage institutions? What are the main linkage institutions in the United States? How do political parties perform a linkage function? 

