Chapter 6  Essay Questions
Directions:
Utilize chapter reading and vocabulary to answer the following questions: 

1. Describe what is meant by "melting pot." What does "minority majority" mean and why is it likely to be increasingly significant in American society? How will it change America? Do you think it will have any effect on the quality of life in the United States? Explain. 

2. Describe the three great waves of immigration into the United States: Who made up each great wave, and approximately when did they occur? Should immigration now be increased or decreased? Explain. 

3. Are public opinion polls a benefit or a curse to American politics? What influence do they have on campaigns? On governing? What do critics point to as the key weaknesses of public opinion polls? Do you agree? Explain. 

4. Why, according to the text, was Reagan such a popular president even though most citizens disagreed with his policy proposals? 

5. Describe the major influences on one's political socialization, and how this comes about. From your own perspective, which influences do you think contributed most to your political attitude today? Explain. 

6. What is a political ideology? What are the four categories into which the American Voter divided the American electorate? To which of the categories do you think you fit, and why? Do these categories strike you as accurate? Explain. 

7. Describe what is meant by the "graying of America." 

8. Define protest and why it is employed in the political process. What is civil disobedience? Should it be tolerated in American politics or strictly curtailed? How can civil disobedience be defended? Explain. 

