1.  What are the historical origins of the American national government? What is the English heritage? How was the Declaration of Independence shaped by the philosophy of John Locke?  
2.  What philosophical views did the delegates to the Constitutional Convention share? How did they influence the nature of the Constitution?  
3.  How did the colonial experience shape the policy agenda at the Constitutional Convention? What issues comprised the agenda and how were they resolved?  
4.  What is the Madisonian model of government? How is it reflected in the structure of American government? What issues or problems does it raise?  
5.  Explain the process by which the Constitution was ratified. What were the major arguments raised against its ratification? How were some of these issues resolved?  
6.  What are the formal and informal processes by which the Constitution is changed? Include a discussion of the formal amendment process and the unwritten constitution in your answer.  
7.  In what ways was the original Constitution both democratic and undemocratic? How has the Constitution become democratized throughout American history?  
