ELECTORAL COLLEGE ACTIVITY

Lesson Objectives:

· Students will understand how the Electoral College system works

· Students will analyze and debate the pros and cons of the Electoral College system.

In this lesson, you will examine how the Electoral College works in order to better understand how Americans elect the president. This issue has become especially timely since the 2000 election when George W. Bush became President after winning the most electoral votes but losing the popular vote. 
Activity Day One:

First, read the article at the following website:  http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/us/july-dec08/electoralcollege_10-14.html.  Also on that website to the right of the article is a link to a student worksheet with discussion questions.  Although you may find many of these questions quite easy to answer they may aide you in your debate.

Second, watch the video on campaign strategy and the Electoral College.  If you cannot get sound on your computer, you can get captioning so that you can read what is being said.  (You could also watch this video from your home computer if you’d rather.  http://www.pbs.org/newshour/thenews/thevote/story.php?id=4965&package_id=634
Third, print out the handout at the following link and fill in the answers by tomorrow.  http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/socialstudies/Vote2004/electoral_college_handout.pdf  (This will be an assignment that is turned in)

You should also check out the following websites by tomorrow.  They will help you answer the questions on the worksheet and they will aide  you in your debate.

FEC: The Electoral College
http://www.fec.gov/pages/ecmenu2.htm
National Archives: U.S. Electoral College
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/electoral_college/
Online NewsHour: Electoral College
November 23, 2000
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/election/july-dec00/ec_11-23.html
December 18, 2000 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/politics/july-dec00/EC_12-18.html
Online NewsHour Extra: How the Electoral College Works
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/july-dec00/electorsbox.html
Activity Day Two:

Pro: Believe the Electoral College System is necessary
Con: Believe it is time to discard the Electoral College System

You will be randomly assigned to one of four groups.  Each group will choose two students who they believe will be able to debate effectively either the pros or cons of the Electoral College system.  I will assign whether your group is pro or con. Each group will prepare their argument throughout the period.  At the end of the period the four students chosen to debate from both sides will converse for a short period of time to more fully develop their argument.

Activity Day Three:

Debate day.  The room will be set up with two sets of four desks facing one another.  Each group will have two minutes to present their argument with the pro side beginning.  With four people on each side there should be no problem filling two minutes of time.  Your side will be docked points if you cannot make an effective two minute presentation.  After the two minute presentation, each side will then have one minute to rebut the argument of the other side.  This will continue until the arguments become redundant.  It is expected that both sides will be able to effectively rebut for at least three sessions after the initial two minutes.

After the debate a debriefing will be held with the entire class able to participate.

