	                            DEATH OF SOCRATES 

In 399 B.C. the Athenian courts found Socrates guilty of "neglect of the gods" and "corruption of the young." He was sentenced to die by drinking poison. In the excerpt below from Phaedo, Plato describes the last hours of Socrates' life. Although Plato was not present at his teacher's death, he was in close contact with those who were. As you read the excerpt, consider how Socrates' death resembles a Greek tragedy. 

Socrates got up and went into another room to bathe; and Crito went after him, but told us to wait. So we waited, discussing ... the greatness of the calamity which had befallen us; for we felt just as though we were losing a father and should be orphans for the rest of our lives. Meanwhile, when Socrates had taken his bath, his children were brought to see him-he had two little sons and one big boy-and the women of his household .. ,arrived. He talked to them in Crito's presence and gave them directions about carrying out his wishes; then he told the women and children to go away, and came back himself to join us. 

It was now nearly sunset, because he had spent a long time inside. He came and sat down, fresh from the bath; and he had only been talking for a few minutes when the prison officer came in, and walked up to him. 
"Socrates," he said, "at any rate I shall not have to find fault with you, as I do with others, for getting angry with me and cursing when I tell them to drink the poison-carrying out Government orders. I have come 
to know during this time that you are the noblest and the gentlest and the bravest of all the men that have ever come here, and now especially I am sure that you are not angry with me, but with them; because you know who are responsible. So now-you know what I have come to say goodbye, and try to bear what must be as easily as you can." As he spoke he burst into tears, and turning around, went away. 

Socrates looked up at him and said, "Goodbye to you, too; we will do as you say." Then addressing us he went on "What a charming person! All the time I have been here he has visited me, and sometimes had 
discussions with me, and shown me the greatness kindness; and how generous of him now to shed tears for me at parting! But come, Crito, let us do as he says. Someone had better bring the poison .... " 

"But surely, Socrates," said Crito, "the sun is still upon the mountains; it has not gone down yet. Besides, I know that in other cases people have dinner and enjoy their wine, and sometimes the company of those whom they love, long after they receive the warning; and only drink the poison quite late at night. No need to hurry; there is still plenty of time." 

"It is natural that these people whom you speak of should act in that way, Crito," said Socrates, "because they think that they gain by it. And it is also natural that I should not; because I believe that I should gain nothing by drinking the poison a little later-I should only make myself  ridiculous in my own eyes if I clung to life and hugged it when it has no more to offer. Come, do as I say and don't make difficulties." 

At this Crito made a sign to his servant, who was standing nearby. 

The servant went out and ... returned with the man who was to administer the poison; he was carrying it ready prepared in a cup. When Socrates saw him he said, "Well, my good fellow, you understand these things; what ought I to do?" 

"Just drink it," he said, "and then walk about until you feel a weight in your legs, and then lie down. Then it will act of its own accord." As he spoke he handed the cup to Socrates, who received it quite cheerfully 
   without a tremor, without any change of colour or expression, and quite calmly and with no sign of distaste, he drained the cup in one breath. 

Up till this time most of us had been fairly successful in keeping back our tears; but when we saw that he was drinking, that he had actually drunk it, we could do so no longer; in spite of myself the tears came pouring out, so that I covered my face and wept broken-heartedly-not for him, but for my own calamity in losing such a friend. Crito had given up even before me, and had gone out when he could not restrain his 
tears. But Apollodorus, who had never stopped crying even before, now broke into such a storm of passionate weeping that he made everyone in the room break down, except Socrates himself, who said: 

"Really, my friends, what a way to behave! Why, that was my main reason for sending away the women, to prevent this sort of disturbance: because I am told that one should make one's end in a tranquil frame of 
mind. Calm yourselves and try to be brave." 

This made us feel ashamed, and we controlled our tears. Socrates walked about, and presently, saying that his legs were heavy, lay down 
on his back. . . .  Such ... was the end of our comrade, who was, may we fairly say, of all those whom we knew in our time, the bravest and also the wisest and most upright man. 

READING REVIEW 

1. Why did Plato and his friends consider the death of Socrates a great personal calamity? 

2. Why did Socrates choose not to delay drinking the poison? 

3. How was Socrates' death similar to a Greek tragedy? 


	                                    ARISTOTLE'S VIEWS ON EDUCATION 

Aristotle outlined the principles of government in a massive work titled The Politics. In one section of the study, Aristotle discussed the relationship between good government and education. In the excerpt below, Aristotle offers his views on the kind of education government should provide for young people. As you read the excerpt, note how Aristotle's concerns are still debated issues today. 

It is clear then that there should be laws laid down about education, and that education itself must be made a public concern. But we must not forget the question of what that education is to be, and how one ought 
to be educated. For in modern times there are opposing views about the tasks to be set, for there are no generally accepted assumptions about what the young should learn, either for virtue or for the best life; nor yet is it clear whether their education ought to be with more concern for the intellect than for the character of the soul. ... And it is by no means certain whether training should be directed at things useful in life, or at 
those conducive to virtue, or at exceptional accomplishments. (All these answers have been judged correct by somebody.) And there is no agreement as to what in fact does tend towards virtue. For a start, men do not all prize the same virtue, so naturally they differ also about the proper training for it .... 

Roughly four things are generally taught to children, (a) reading and writing, (b) physical training, (c) music, and (d), not always included, drawing. Reading and writing and drawing are included as useful in 
daily life in a variety of ways, gymnastic as promoting courage. But about music there could be an immediate doubt. Most men nowadays take part in music for the sake of the pleasure it gives; but originally it was included in education on the ground that our own nature itself, as has often been said, wants to be able not merely to work properly but also to be at leisure in the right way. And leisure is the single fundamental principle of the whole business .... 

If we need both work and leisure, but the latter is preferable to the former and is its end, we must ask ourselves what are the proper activities of leisure. Obviously not play; for that would inevitably be to make play our end in life, which is impossible. Play has its uses, but they belong rather to the sphere of work; for he who toils needs rest, and play is a way of resting .... We must therefore admit play, but keeping it to its proper uses and occasions, and prescribing it as a cure; such movement of the soul is a relaxation, and, because we enjoy it, rest. But leisure seems in itself to contain pleasure, happiness and the blessed life. This is a state attained not by those at work but by those at leisure, because he that is working is working for some hitherto unattained end, and happiness is an end, happiness which is universally regarded as concomitant not with pain but with pleasure. Admittedly men do not agree as to what that pleasure is; each man decides for himself following his own disposition .... Thus it becomes clear that, in order to spend leisure in civilized pursuits, we do require a certain amount of learning and education, and that these branches of education and these subjects studied must have their own intrinsic purpose, as distinct from those necessary occupational subjects which are studied for reasons beyond themselves. Hence, in the past, men laid down music as part of education, not as being necessary, ... nor yet as being useful in the way that a knowledge of reading and writing is useful for business or household administration, for study, and for many of the activities of a citizen, nor as a knowledge of drawing seems useful for the better judging of the products of a skilled worker, nor again as gymnastic is useful for health and vigor-neither of which do we see gained as a result of music. There remains one purpose-for civilized pursuits during leisure; and that is clearly the reason why they do introduce it, for they give it a place in what they regard as the civilized pursuits of free men ....

 Clearly then there is a form of education which we must provide for our sons, not as being useful or essential but elevated and worthy of free men .... 
It is also clear that there are some useful things, too, in which the young must be educated, not only because they are useful (for example they must learn reading and writing), but also because they are often the means to learning yet further subjects. Similarly they must learn drawing, not for the sake of avoiding mistakes in private purchases, and so that they may not be taken in when buying and selling furniture, but rather because it teaches one to be observant of physical beauty. 


READING REVIEW
1. What four subjects were generally taught to children in the Greek city-states? 

2. According to Aristotle why did the Greeks' ancestors make music a part of education? 

3. What points about education raised by Aristotle are still debated by educators today? 


	 CAESAR’S FUNERAL

One of the most powerful speeches in drama is Mark Antony's funeral 
oration from William Shakespeare's Julius Caesar. In the excerpt 
below from The Twelve Caesars, Roman historian Suetonius-who 
lived from about A.D. 69 to A.D. i22-discusses the actual circum- 
stances of Caesar's death and describes his funeral. As you read the 
excerpt, note how Suetonius' description differs from the way Caesar's 
funeral is presented in Shakespeare's play. 

When the funeral arrangements had been announced, [Caesar's] friends raised a pyre ... near his daughter Julia's tomb, and a gilded shrine ... resembling that of Mother Venus. In it they set an ivory couch, spread with purple and gold cloth, and from a pillar at its head hung the gown in which he had -been murdered. Since a procession of mourners laying funeral gifts would have taken more than a day to file past the pyre, everyone was invited to come there by whatever route he pleased, regardless of precedence .... Mark Antony dispensed with a formal eulogy; instead, he instructed a herald to read, first, the recent decree simultaneously voting Caesar all divine and human honours, and then the oath by which the entire Senate had pledged themselves to watch over his safety. Antony added a very few words of comment. When the ivory funeral couch had been carried down into the Forum by a group of magistrates ... , and a dispute arose as to whether the body 
should be cremated in the Temple of Capitoline Jupiter or in Pompey's Assembly Hall, two divine forms suddenly appeared, two javelins in their hands and sword at thigh, and set fire to the couch with torches. 
Immediately the spectators assisted the blaze by heaping on it dry branches and the judges' chairs, and the court benches, with whatever else came to hand. Thereupon the musicians and professional mourners, 
who had walked in the funeral train wearing the robes that [Caesar] had himself worn at his four triumphs, tore these in pieces and flung them on the flames-to which veterans who had assisted at his triumphs added 
the arms they had then borne. Many women in the audience similarly sacrificed their jewellery together with their children's breast-plaques· and robes. Public grief was enhanced by crowds of foreigners lamenting 
in their own fashion, especially Jews, who came flocking to the Forum for several nights in succession. 

As soon as the funeral was over, the populace, snatching firebrands from the pyre, ran to burn down the houses of Brutus and Cassius, and were repelled with difficulty. Mistaking Helvius Cinna for the Cornelius 
Cinna who had delivered a bitter. speech against Caesar on the previous day, and whom they were out to kill, they murdered him and paraded the streets with his head stuck on the point of a spear. Later they raised a 
substantial, almost twenty-foot-high column of ... marble in the Forum and inscribed on it: "To the Father of His Country." For a long time afterwards they used to offer sacrifices at the foot of this column, make 
vows there and settle disputes by oaths taken in Caesar's name. 

Some of [Caesar's] friends suspected that, having no desire to live much longer because of his failing health, he had taken no precautions against the conspiracy, and neglected the warnings of soothsayers and 
well-wishers. It has also been suggested that he placed such confidence in the Senate's last decree and in their oath of loyalty, that he dispensed even with the armed Spaniards who had hitherto acted as his permanent escort. A contrary view is that as a relief from taking constant precautions, he deliberately exposed himself, just this once, to all the plots against his life which he knew had been formed. Also, he is quoted as having often said: "It is more important for Rome than for myself that I should survive. I have long been sated with power and glory; but, should anything happen to me, Rome will enjoy no peace. A new Civil War will break out under far worse conditions than the last." 

Almost all authorities agree on one thing, that he more or less welcomed the manner of his death. He had once read in Xenophon's Boyhood of Cyrus the paragraph about the funeral instructions given by Cyrus on his deathbed, and said how much he loathed the prospect of a lingering end-he wanted a sudden one. And on the day before his murder he had dined at Marcus Lepidus's house, where the topic discussed happened to be "the best sort of death" -and "Let it come swiftly and unexpectedly," cried Caesar. 

He was fifty-five years old when he died, and his immediate deification, formally decreed, was more than a mere official decree since it reflected public conviction; if only because, on the first day of the Games 
given by his successor Augustus in honour of this apotheosis, a comet appeared about an hour before sunset and shone for seven days running. This was held to be Caesar's soul, elevated to Heaven .... 

The Senate voted that the Assembly Hall where he fell should be walled up; that the Ides of March should be known ever afterwards as "The Day of Parricide"; and that a meeting of the Senate should never 
take place on it again. 

Very few, indeed, of the assassins outlived Caesar for more than three years .... All were condemned, and all perished in different ways-some in shipwreck, some in battle, some using the very daggers with which they had murdered Caesar to take their own lives. 

READING REVIEW 

1. How does Suetonius' description of Caesar's funeral differ from William Shakespeare's description in the play, Julius Caesar? 

2.  What was the feeling of the crowd toward Caesar's assassins? Support your answer with an example from the excerpt. What three explanations does Suetonius give as to why Caesar was so unprotected on the Ides of March? 


