	                              THE WISDOM OF CONFUCIUS 

The teachings of Confucius, who lived from 551 B.C. to 479 B.G., are so rooted in Chinese culture that an understanding of China is almost impossible without knowledge of them. "The importance of the family and respect for one's elders are two themes that frequently recur in Confucian philosophy. In the following excerpt from China: Selected Readings, edited by Hyman Kublin, Confucius explains the meaning and importance of filial piety-reverence for one's mother and father. As you read the excerpt, note how Confucius suggests filial piety may be put into practice. 


                                                                 The Scholars 

The connecting link between serving one's father and serving one's mother is love. The connecting link between serving one s father and serving one's prince is reverence. Thus, the mother [brings forth] love, while the prince calls forth reverence. But to the father belong both love and reverence. Therefore, to serve the prince with filiality is to serve him with loyalty. 
 

Likewise to serve one's elders reverently paves the way for civic obedience. Loyal and obedient without fail in the service of their superiors, they will preserve their rank and offices. For the rest, they will carry on their family sacrifices. This is the filiality of scholars. The Odes say: 

Rise early and retire late, 

Not to discredit those [from whom you are born]. 

                                 The Common People 

Following the laws of nature; utilizing the earth to the best advantage according to the various qualities of the soil; restricting one's personal desires and enjoyment in order to support one's parents-this is the filiality of the common people. So it is that, from the Son of Heaven [the Emperor] to the commoners, if filial piety is not pursued from beginning to end, disasters are sure to follow. 

                                   The Government of the Sage 

The relation between father and son is rooted in nature and develops into the proper relation between prince and ministers. Parents give one life; no bond could be stronger. They watch over their child with utmost care; no love could be greater. Therefore, to love others without first loving one's parents is to act against virtue. To reverence other men without first reverencing one's parents is to act against propriety. If we model right upon such perversity, the people have no true [standard] to follow. In this there is no goodness; it is all evil. Although such a person may gain position, men of learning and virtue will not esteem him. 

The practice of a virtuous man is different: his speech is praiseworthy; his actions are enjoyable; his righteousness is respected; his management of affairs is [worthy of imitation]; his deportment is pleasing; his gait is measured. He descends to his people; therefore, they look on him with awe and love; they imitate and seek to resemble him. Thus, he realizes his own virtuous teaching and puts into effect his own directives. The Odes say: 

The virtuous man, the princely one, 
Has nothing wrong in his deportment. 

                                     The Practice of Filiality 

The master said: "In serving his parents a filial son renders utmost respect to them while at home; he supports them with joy; he gives them tender care in sickness; he grieves at their death; he sacrifices to them with solemnity. If he has measured up to these five, then he is truly capable of serving his parents. 

"He who really loves his parents will not be proud in high station. He will not be insubordinate to an inferior position. Among his equals he will not be [quarrelsome]. To be proud in high station is to be ruined. To be insubordinate to an inferior position is to incur punishment. To be [quarrelsome] among one's equals leads to physical violence. As long as these three evils are not uprooted, a son cannot be called filial even 
though he feast his parents daily on the three kinds of choice meat. ... 

"When parents are alive, to serve them with love and reverence; when deceased, to cherish their memory with deep grief-this is the sum total of man's fundamental duty, the fulfillment of the mutual relations between the living and the dead, the accomplishment of the filial son's service of his parents." 
                    
READING REVIEW 

1.  According to Confucius what paves the way for civic obedience? 

2. Why does Confucius call loving and reverencing others without first loving and reverencing one's parents a perversity? 

3. Why do you think Confucius believes a son who is guilty of the three evils cannot be considered filial? 


	             THE DAO DE CHING OF LAOZI 

The ideas of Daoism are complementary to those of Confucianism. Whereas Confucianism is concerned with practical matters and is written in a straightforward manner, Daoism is concerned with spiritual 
life and is written in a mystical, otherworldly fashion. The most famous work of Daoism is the Dao De Ching, or the "Classic of the Way and the Power," by the philosopher Laozi, from which. the excerpt below is taken. As you read the excerpt, ask yourself why the Dao De Ching has been described as mystical and otherworldly. 

The whole world recognizes the beautiful as the beautiful, yet this is only the ugly; the whole world recognizes the good as the good, yet this is only the bad. 

Thus Something and Nothing produce each other; 
The difficult and the easy complement each other; 
The long and the short off-set each other; 

The high and the low incline towards each other; 
Note and sound harmonize with each other; 
Before and after follow each other. 

Therefore the sage keeps to the deed that consists in taking no action 
and practices the teaching that uses no words .... 

IV 

The way is empty, yet use will not drain it. 

Deep, it is like the ancestor of the [many] creatures. 
Blunt the sharpness; 

Untangle the knots; 

Soften the glare; 

Let your wheels move only along old ruts.' 

Darkly visible, it only seems as if it were there .... 

XI 

Thirty spokes 
Share one hub. 

Adapt the nothing therein to the purpose in hand, and you will have the 
use of the cart. Knead clay in order to make a vessel. Adapt the nothing 
therein to the purpose at hand, and you will have the use of the vessel. 
Cut out doors and windows in order to make a room. Adapt the nothing 
therein to the purpose in hand, and you will have the use of the room. 
Thus what we gain is Something, yet it is by virtue of Nothing that this 
can be put to use. 

II 

READING REVIEW 

1. Which verse in the excerpt is illustrated by the statement: "You can only know peace by having war"? 

2. What do you think the "nothing" referred to in Verse XI is? 

3. The Dao De Ching has been characterized as mystical. (a) What do you think this means? (b) Give two examples from the excerpt to support your statement. 


