HONORS DISCUSSION QUESTIONS CHAPTER 3

Answer these questions in complete sentences, and list the page(s) from your book where you found answers or partial answers to these questions.

1. What are the advantages and disadvantages to democracy under a federal system?  If you were drafting the Constitution today, would you opt to continue federalism or try something else?  Explain.

2. Explain the relationships and obligations between the states in the American federal system.  Use specific examples to illustrate your answer.

3. Compare and contrast dual federalism and cooperative federalism.  What are the standard operating procedures for cooperative federalism?

4. Why is federalism considered so important?  Explain how federalism decentralizes politics and policies.

5. Explain what happened in the Supreme Court case of McCulloch v. Maryland and Gibbons v. Ogden.  What is the importance of each case to the distribution of powers between the states and the national government?

6. List some of the powers specifically granted to the state governments by the Constitution.  List some of the powers specifically denied the states by the Constitution.  Do the powers granted and denied seem wise?  Explain.

7. Define what is meant by “fiscal federalism”.  How is it manifested through the federal grant system?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of each of the different types of grants?

8. Generally, how do the 50 states and Washington, D.C. differ in their laws regarding the death penalty?  On per-capita spending on public education?  Is this a problem in a country like the United States, or a strength of our system?  Explain.
