Chapter 20 Essay Questions
1. How is American foreign policy made, and who makes it?

2. Describe the role of the State Department, and how it is organized.  Why do some Presidents by-pass the department and rely on others for advice and action on foreign policy?  Is this appropriate? Explain.

3. Describe the containment doctrine pursued by the United States during the Cold War, where, where it led us, its cost, and its effect on American society.  In retrospect, what were the strengths and weaknesses of the policy?
4. Does democracy really have anything to do with international relations and the foreign policy of the United States?  In what ways has foreign and defense policymaking affected the scope of the American government?

5. How does the term interdependency explain the nature of the international economy?  What are the characteristics of American international economic policy?

6. What is the structure of national defense in America in terms of budgets, people, and equipment?

7. How have energy and environmental issues affected the world in general and relations among nations?

8.  Describe the rise of détente in the 1970’s, and why President Reagan initiated a different policy when he took office.  How do conservatives and liberals differ on interpreting the legacy of Reagan’s policies toward the Soviet Union?  What do you think? Explain
