Chapter 12 Essay Questions
1.  Explain what the authors mean by the claim that members of Congress are generalists surrounded by specialists who know more than they do.  What consequences does being generalists have for policy making?

2.  Describe the general characteristics of the members of Congress and their average daily activities.  What are the attractions and benefits of being a member of Congress?

3. Describe how Congress is demographically atypical of the US population.  Does this present a problem for legitimate democratic government?  Why, or why not?

4. Describe the advantages of incumbents in Congressional elections.  Do you favor reforms to weaken some of these advantages, or are they not so serious?  Explain.

5. Explain and evaluate the role of money in congressional elections.  Give examples to illustrate your answers.

6. Explain how the system of committees and subcommittees works in Congress.  Give examples to illustrate your answer.

7. Explain the legislative process.  What happens to most bills?  Describe the procedure by which a bill becomes a law.
8. How important is party membership to a senator or member of the House in casting a vote?  Are votes on some issues more or less likely to follow party lines?  What other factors influence how an individual legislator casts a vote?

