BUREAUCRACY ACTIVITY
With a partner, brainstorm possible responses to the following.  You are to put both your names on the paper.  If necessary utilize the text.  Discussion will begin 15 minutes prior to class ending.  Your answers are to be thoughtful, complete and backed with fact from the reading.

1. Detail the checks and balances the president, Congress, and the judiciary have on the bureaucracy.  Which techniques are used most often, which are most effective and why?

2. Arguments about how to reform the bureaucracy are rampant throughout history.  Determine what problems plague bureaucratic politics, and what reforms have been aimed at addressing them.  How effective have these reforms been?

3. The postal service has changed its relationship with the government over time.  Many of us complain about the USPS.  Are we justified?  How are rate increases determined?  If we are truly unhappy, what avenues of complaint are open?

4. How does the bureaucracy affect your life?  Consider the innumerable ways that government helps or hinders your life.  After making an individual list, discuss, in total, your experiences with your partner.  Classify them as being overall positive, negative, or neutral.
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