           ADVICE FOR EGYPTIAN STUDENTS 

Ancient Egyptians had the highest regard for education. Their word for school, for example, meant "house of life." Knowledge of reading, writing, and math was considered an utmost necessity for boys of all social classes. Students learned such skills through the constant copying of classical texts and moral guidelines. The excerpt below from Wings of the Falcon: Life and Thought of Ancient Egypt, translated by Joseph Kaster, includes a number of the latter, written in the form of instructions from father to son, advising the son to diligently follow the life of a scribe. As you read the excerpt, now the problems of ancient Egyptian education that affect our educational system today. 

I place you at school along with the children of the notables, to educate you and to have you trained for [the scribe's] calling. 

Behold, I relate to you how it fares with the scribe when he is told: 

"Wake up and at your place! The books lie already before your comrades! Place your hand on your clothes and look to your sandals!" 

When you get your daily task, be not idle and read diligently from the book. When you reckon in silence, let no word be heard. 

of my army ... but started out towards Ashdod [only] with those of my warriors who, even in friendly areas, never leave my side. But this Greek heard about the advance of my expedition, from afar, and he fled into the territory of Musru-which belongs [now] to Ethiopia-and his [hiding) place could not be detected. I besieged [and] conquered the cities ... ; I declared his images, his wife, his children, all the possessions and treasures of his palace as well as the inhabitants of his country as booty. I reorganized [the administration of] these cities [and] settled therein people from the [regions] of the East which I had conquered personally. I installed an officer of mine over them and declared them Assyrian citizens and they pulled [as such] the straps [of my yoke). The king of Ethiopia, who [lives] in [a distant country], in an inapproachable region, ... whose fathers never-from remote days until now-had sent 
messengers to inquire after the health of my royal forefathers, he did hear, even [that] far away, of the might of Ashur, Nebo, [and] Marduk. The awe-inspiring glamor of my kingship blinded him and terror overcame him. He threw [the Greek] in fetters, shackles and iron bands, and they brought him to Assyria, a long journey. 

READING REVIEW 

1. What in the excerpt suggests that Sargon II felt himself in constant danger of assassination? 

2. Why did the king of Ethiopia return the Greek pretender to the throne of Ashdod to Assyria? 

3. Give two examples of Sargon II's use of terror. 

