AFRICAN MASK PROJECT

Due Monday, April 5
ASSIGNMENT:

· Make an African mask

· Write a two (2) page description of the African country that inspired your mask.

STEPS:

1) Choose a country in Africa
2) Begin researching how that country used masks and what life is like in that country.
a) Note –Some African nations wear masks for theater or dance performances such as festivals or burials.  They sometimes wear masks while telling stories or teaching.
3) Design a mask based on research from a particular African country.

a) Note—the person who makes a mask may carve it to look like a wild animal, a person, a dead ancestor, or even a disease.  Africans make masks out of the materials that are available.  They often use wood, cloth, or fiber for most of the mask.  Once a mask is made, the mask-maker can decorate it using animal horns, porcupine quills, paint, shells or beads.
4) Make your mask.  You may use whatever materials are available to you.  Ideas—paper plates, grocery bags, aluminum foil, modeling clay, Styrofoam, Paper Mache, wood, cloth, etc.  Do not use a ready-made form for you mask
5) Write a two (2) page paper giving basic information about your African country.  This report must include information about the location, land, climate, population and history of your chosen country.  In addition you must describe in detail how your mask represents your African country.

MASK RUBRIC 
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	Attractiveness/

Craftsmanship
	The mask shows that the creator took great pride in his/her work.  The design and construction look carefully planned. The item is neat (free of unwanted bumps, drips, marks, and tears).
	The mask shows that the creator took pride in his/her work.  The design and construction look planned. The item has a few flaws (unwanted bumps, drips, marks, tears), but these do not detract from the overall look.
	The design and construction were planned. The item has several flaws (unwanted bumps, drips, marks, tears), that detract from the overall look
	The mask looks thrown together at the last minute. It appears that little design or planning was done. Craftsmanship is poor.
	

	Creativity
	Totally original design; no element is an exact copy of designs seen in example materials.
	Most of the mask elements are unique, but one element may be copied from example materials.
	Some aspects of the mask are unique, but several elements are copied from example materials or other students.
	The mask is a copy of a mask seen in example materials or one made by another student (80% or more of elements are copied).
	

	Details
	Mask details are all easily viewed and identifiable from across the classroom.
	Most mask details are easily viewed and identifiable from across the classroom.
	Most mask details are easily identified when the mask is seen close-up.
	Many mask details are too small or are not clear.
	


MASK WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC
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	Amount and Quality of Information
	All assignment requirements are met and all questions answered with at least two (2) sentences about each.
	All assignment requirements are met and most questions answered with at least two sentences about each.
	All assignment requirements are met and most questions answered with at least one (1) sentence about each.
	One or more assignment requirements were not addressed.
	

	Organization
	Information is very organized with well-constructed sentences and paragraphs.
	Information is organized with well-constructed sentences and paragraphs.
	Information is organized, but sentences and/or paragraphs are not well-constructed.
	Information is disorganized. 
	

	Sources
	All sources used for the mask and paper are accurately documented on a separate Works Cited page at the end of the paper in MLA format.
	All sources used for the mask and paper are accurately documented on a separate Works Cited page, but a few are not in the desired format.
	All sources used for the mask and paper are accurately documented on a separate Works Cited page, but many are not in the desired format.
	Some sources are not accurately documented.
	


