7 Gold Math


Dear Parents / Guardians
August 30th, 2011
   I look forward to interacting with your son or daughter and sharing my knowledge of math and joy of learning.  I believe math skills are fun and essential life skills to add to one’s ‘toolbox.’  I hope to encourage a similar attitude and enthusiasm in your son or daughter.  I also hope to challenge your child to individual excellence and to further improve their reasoning skills.  

   I provided your child with a 2-page note containing some general guidelines and a summary of my expectations of them for this coming year.  In shorten form the essentials are:


Weekly schedules:  I will provide your child a weekly schedule including a look ahead to the following week for assessments.  The schedule lists each day’s lesson as well as anticipated homework. The weekly schedules are posted on my site (usually Sunday night).  The occasional change made in class is not updated on the web document.  If your child is absent, a call to their class buddy to verify the homework assignment is recommended.


Homework:  Homework is typically assigned daily.  Most assignments take less than 30 minutes per day.  Homework is to be completed in pencil.  In-class corrections are to be made with easy to read contrasting colored pen or pencil (no black or yellow).  Homework that is late one day will be reduced by 50 points.  Homework after that will receive a score of zero.


Quizzes/Tests:  Quizzes may be announced or unannounced.  Tests will be announced at least 2 school days prior to the test date.  With parent access to grades in Power School, grade 7 teachers will not routinely require parent signature on low assessment scores.



Re-Takes are allowed within limits.  Please see the Re-Take Policy on the backside.

Notebook Checks:  Occasional notebook checks will be included.  A rubric is posted on my website and has been given to your child.


Missed Work / Anticipated Absence:  It’s your child’s responsibility to make up missed work in a timely manner.  If you know in advance that your son or daughter will be missing class for an extended period of time, please have him or her notify me in advance, so that I may provide as much of the future material as possible.  Working some during their absence will help to ensure they maintain pace with their class mates.  


Extra Help:  In addition to the activity periods, extra help is available before school on Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and some Tuesdays with prior coordination. 

Extra-Credit:  Extra credit is available.  Please see my web site for details.


Grades:  Homework - 15% (5% accuracy, 10% completion / effort), Quizzes & Tests – 70% (quizzes weighted once, tests twice), In-class engagement – 15%


Website:  Please visit the class web site at: http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/SHill/

Skills Review:  While problem solving is the overall goal, each student must be able to compute accurately in order to be successful in problem solving.  Consequently, there will be recurring skills checks, counted as ‘half-quizzes’.  Students who demonstrate mastery will be given more challenging reviews and an opportunity for bonus points.

Please contact me with any questions or issues you may have regarding your child and math.  My e-mail is scott_hill@wrsd.net.  While e-mail is easiest for me, the front office will also take messages if needed.  The school’s phone number is 508-829-5577.  If you prefer, please feel free to send in a note with your child.


Sincerely,


Scott Hill
Re-Take Policy










In the past some students & parents, concerned about grades, have asked if I allow re-takes.  The short answer is “Yes.”  However, please let me explain more thoroughly.


My first priority for students is retained knowledge.  I would like to see each student feel successful with their new gained knowledge and to be pleased with their effort and results.  My secondary priority is for each student to develop effective study methods.  Given the motivation for students is usually grades and my top concern is retained knowledge, I’ve concluded that re-takes, within limits, can be the carrot to encourage students to develop more effective study methods that will increase both grades & knowledge (the proverbial win-win).


So here are the parameters:

1 – A student may re-take up to 2 assessments (quiz & test, NOT skills checks) the first quarter, and 1 assessment the second and third quarter.  The reason for the decreasing number is that I expect students to improve their test preparations as the year progresses.

    Please note due to scheduling of assessments and the end of reporting terms, re-takes may not be feasible for every assessment, as I’ll require sufficient time to grade re-takes and still close out the reporting period.

2 – The score on the re-take will replace the original score.  Consequently, a student’s final grade for a given assessment could be higher or lower than the original.


In order to re-take an assessment, the student will, for each re-take:

1 – On a separate sheet(s), neatly revise each missed or partially missed question in its entirety.  Students are encouraged to come for extra-help as necessary to complete this step.  This step ensures the student has accomplished a minimal amount of review / study / practice
2- Write a brief statement of what study methods were employed in preparing for the original assessment and what different or additional methods were employed in preparing for the re-take.  It’s my belief that some self reflection in this way will spark ownership and a recognition that by appropriate actions results can be improved.

3 – Obtain a parent signature on each of the following: original assessment, revisions, and the study statement.

4 – Sign up in advance on the re-take list for one of the specified times.  

5 – Arrive at the designated testing time & place with the signed original assessment, signed revisions on a separate sheet(s), and the signed study statement.

If a student fails to complete all of the requirements listed above, the re-take will be denied.

