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Grading



	Types of Assignments
· Daily class work – group problems, discussions, activities, etc… These will sometimes be collected and graded, and counted as a homework grade.  
· Homework – students should expect homework every night Monday through Wednesday.  This will sometimes be checked for completeness (not correctness) and sometimes collected and graded.  All work must be shown to count as completed.  It is extremely important for students to keep up with homework.
· Quizzes in math will be given every Friday.  Science quizzes will be given periodically. There will also be unannounced quizzes.
· Unit tests will be announced well in advance and a study guide provided.
· Projects – both math and science classes will periodically have projects assigned that require more than class time to complete.

50% of a student’s grade is an average of quizzes, tests and projects– tests count as double quizzes – projects count as tests.
50% is an average of homework grades 
Make up work
Every day that a student is absent a packet will be made up with work, notes, and handouts from class and for homework. Students will need to be responsible for signing out the packet and making up the work in accordance with MCPS policy of one day for every day absence. 
Late work
Work turned in late (not due to absence) will be accepted but will be given reduced credit.  Deadlines for missing work will be announced several days in advance.  After the deadline, work will not be accepted.  It is the student’s responsibility to see that work has been turned in and credited.

	Help Sessions
Students needing extra help or assistance in make-up work may make arrangements to stay after school. Arrangements must be made in advance and student will need a signed note giving permission to stay and will need transportation home.
Interim reports
Around the third week of each grading period an interim report will be sent home showing the student’s approximate grade.  These should be signed and returned to school.

Classroom Expectations
· Be Prompt –on time to class and ready to work
· Be prepared – have needed materials in class without reminders
· Be polite – respect for your classmates, teachers, staff, the building and yourself

Questions?
If you have questions about the grading policy, please call me at 951-5800 or e-mail at sdisalvo@mcps.org.   Students are welcome to call me at home 951-3121 for help with homework.





	Math Instruction
This year students will be studying mathematics from the Prentice Hall Course I  materials.  The materials are structured into units that take 3 to 6 weeks each  Please note that the Prentice Hall materials have on-line resources that may be helpful review for your student. The link to the on-line resources can be found in the textbook and on the team website. We will also be using the Connected Math Program materials for several of our units.

Please encourage your student to do his or her homework on a regular basis.  Ask them to explain to you what we’ve done in class.  Check their mathematics notebooks regularly for organization and neatness.

All math classes will cover the following concepts in this order:
· Number Sense with Whole Numbers and Decimals
· Algebra using Hands-On Equations and Algeblocks
· Integers
· Number Theory and Fractions
· Ratio, Proportions and Percents
· Fraction Operations
· Geometry and Measurement
· Data and Statistics
· Probability

Transition Math classes have two additional units: Linear Equations and Solving Linear Equations

All units will consist of important vocabulary words, investigations of problem situations, and practice problems in class and as homework.  Students will be assessed with grades on notebook/participation, homework, quizzes, tests and projects.  Homework is assigned Monday through Wednesday nights. There will be a quiz every Friday on concepts covered during the previous week.

6th graders  take four benchmark tests during the year and a SOL math test in May.





	Science Instruction
The following units will be the focus of instruction for the sixth grade.

Scientific Investigation – using appropriate scientific terminology, observation and inference, using appropriate units of measure, collection of data, organization and analysis of data, testing a hypothesis.

Investigating matter – Matter and its physical properties, atomic structure, states of matter, chemical and physical change, elements and the periodic table, compounds and chemical equations.

Space and our solar system – the universe, our sun and solar system (planets, moons, meteors, comets), space exploration, seasonal change due to Earth’s tilt, tides.

Energy – sources of energy, energy transformation, renewable/nonrenewable energy sources, society’s use of energy.

Weather – motion of the atmosphere, air pressure and humidity, weather maps and measurement, cloud formation, weather related events.

Water – properties of water, the action of water in shaping the environment physically and chemically, management of water systems (rivers and watersheds, wetlands, estuaries), water monitoring and conservation of regional water systems. 

Resource management – renewable, nonrenewable, public policy and law, making environmentally sound decisions, cost/benefit tradeoffs.

Students will be assessed using homework, group and individual projects, quizzes and tests, and labs.  Following the scientific process is emphasized throughout each unit.  Laboratory work will include field experiences.
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