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Course Expectations
Welcome to United States History at Palo Verde High School.  Most people love to tell stories about themselves and others.  Stories can sometimes vary from time to time due to the passing on of historical information and relevancy to one’s perspective.  Keeping this in mind will help you to appreciate and understand the study of our country’s history.  To live together in this diverse nation we must be educated about our national heritage and culture and listen to the stories from people in the past.  

Course Expectations:
This is a one-year History course that will cover our nation’s history from the exploration period to the present.  Emphasis will be placed on significant historical events in the history of the United States and their consequences.  This course will fulfill the United States History credit required for graduation.

Course Outline:
First Quarter

History Skills Exploration, Interaction, and Exchange; Colonization; Revolutionary Period; Confederation and Constitutional Periods, The Emerging Nation, Nationalism and Sectionalism, The Civil War
Second Quarter

Reconstruction; Migration and Industrialization, The Progressive Era, Imperialism and World War I
Third Quarter

Between the Wars; World War II, Cold War Conflicts
Fourth Quarter

Post-War Domestic Era (1945-1960); The Turbulent Years (1960-1975); Global America (1975-Present)

Materials:

The Enduring Vision, by Boyer, Clark, Kett, Salisbury, Sitk; Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004
Class Structure:
Individual Units:  Each quarter there will be approximately four units of study.  During the units, students will have daily starting activities, teacher notes, daily quizzes, classroom activities, projects, and a unit test.  Each unit will be approximately two weeks in length.
Assignments:  Students will have reading assignments nightly from their textbooks.  In addition, each of the first three quarters students will have quarter tests.  Quarter One will be to identify all fifty states on a blank map of the United States.  Quarter Two will be to identify all of the United States Presidents in the order that they served.  Quarter Three will be to identify the Amendments to the United States Constitution.  
Evaluation:

All quizzes, tests, homework, and class work will be based on a point value.  Tests will generally be worth 100 points.  Quizzes will vary from 10 to 30 points.  Homework and class work will usually be worth 10-40 points.  All points will be added up at the end of the quarter.  The total point value earned will be divided by the possible point value to determine the final grade percentage.

Grading Scale:






Semester Grade:
90% - 100% = A






Each Quarter = 45%
80% - 89% = B






Final Exam = 10%
70% - 79% = C





Final Grade:
60% - 69% = D






Each Quarter = 45%
 
0% - 59% = F







Final Exam = 10%
Make Up Work:

Late Work:  Students will be expected to turn work in on time.  If a student anticipates a problem getting work done, he/she may talk to the teacher ahead of time and make special arrangements.  If an emergency arises, the student needs a note from his/her parent or guardian the day that the assignment is due indicating the nature of the emergency.  The teacher reserves the right to contact parents to discuss the nature of the problem.  It is the policy of this teacher not to accept late work.
Absent Work:  After any excused absence a student shall be required to initiate contact with the teacher to obtain appropriate makeup work within three days directly following the absence.  Once contact has been made with the teacher, specific makeup work and the time interval allowed for completion of make-up work will be determined by the teacher.   Generally, absent work is to be turned in within one week of the absence.  Regular attendance is strongly encouraged to make sure the student does not fall behind in their studies.  In addition, a student may lose credit for the course with 7 or more unexcused absences.

Behavior Guidelines

Citizenship Grade:  Each student in this class will start off as an outstanding citizen.  It will be up to each individual to maintain this honorable distinction.  Each student will begin with 50 points.

Scale

45-50 points
“O” Outstanding

35-39 points
“N”  Needs Improvement
40-44 points
“S”  Satisfactory

0-34 points 
“U”  Unsatisfactory

Students may lose points by not following the Palo Verde School rules or Miss Bodnar’s classroom rules.  Points may be deducted as follows:

Tardy




5 points

Food/Drink



5 points

Unprepared for Class

5 points 

Disrespectful to Others

5 points

More than 2 corridor passes
5 points

Classroom Disruption


5 points

Students may earn back 10 points through community service, which is approved by the teacher ahead of time.  Continual disruption may result in initiating the progressive discipline plan for the school.

