THE TWENTIES
· Warren G. Harding wins presidency with “normalcy” campaign; wants to return nation to normal

Russia

· Vladimir Lenin and Bolsheviks put all privately owned farms, industries, land, and transportation under government ownership

· 1918 Civil War erupts in Russia

· Lenin’s forces a.k.a “Reds”; his opponents “Whites”

· 1920, Lenin’s forces win and named new nation USSR, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, or Soviet Union

· Lenin makes communism the official ideology of Soviet Union

1. government owned all land and property

2. a single political party controlled the govt

3. individuals had no rights that the govt was bound to respect

4. govt vowed to stir up revolutions in other countries and spread communism throughout the world

· Red Scare – Americans intense fear of communism

· Schenck v. U.S.  – jailed Charles Schenck for interfering with Espionage Act
· Palmer Raids – Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer set up a special force to conduct raids and arrest people suspected of overthrowing the govt; jailed thousands of people

· Sacco and Vanzetti – two Italian immigrants arrested for murder and sentenced to death; believed to be innocent but arrested because they were immigrants

Labor Strikes

· Boston Police Strike – officers had not received pay increase since before the war; Massachusetts governor says there is no right to strike against the public safety by anybody anywhere, anytime

· Steel and Coal Strikes – U.S. Steel Corporation kills 18 strikers and beats hundreds more, claiming strike was work of communists

Republican Leadership – Warren G. Harding, Calvin Coolidge, Herbert Hoover 1921-1937

Harding Presidency 

· Isolationism – avoiding political or economic alliances with foreign countries

· Disarmament – program in which nations of the world voluntarily give up their weapons

· Limiting immigration  - set quota laws limiting # of immigrants

1. Many believe immigrants could never be loyal to the U.S.

2. nativists, who were mostly protestant, dislike immigrants, who were mostly Catholic

3. blamed problems on immigrants

4. feared immigrants would take their jobs

5. might adopt dangerous political ideas from unstable parts of Europe
· Teapot Dome Scandal – Secretary of Interior Albert B. Fall secretly gave oil drilling rights on govt oil fields and accepted more than $300,000
Coolidge Presidency
· Vice President under Harding, becomes President with Harding’s death

· Ran again in 1924, won under “Keep cool with Coolidge” campaign

· Laissez-faire – govt hands-off approach to business

· Continued isolationism – Kellogg-Briand Pact – nations agree not to use the treat of war in their dealings with one another

A Business Boom
· Consumer economy – depends on a large amount of buying by consumers

· Installment plan – lets customers make partial payments

· Electric Power – 1913, 16% have electrical lights; 1927, 64% have electrical lights

· New products to buy – electric toasters, sewing machines, coffee pots, irons, and vacuum cleaners

Ford and the Automobile
· Automobile invented in 1890s, became available in 1920s
· Model T – improved lightweight, gas powered car

· Wanted to democratize the auto and make it affordable by using the assembly line (he did not invent but made it more efficient by having the workers stay in place

· Praised for paying his workers $5/day

· Leads to industrial growth in steel, rubber, upholstery and gasoline industries

· New businesses – garages, car dealerships, motels, campgrounds, gas stations, restaurants

Society of the 1920’s
· Flapper – young, rebellious, fun loving and bold woman

· Flappers had short hair, shorter dresses, drank, smoked

· Many people move away from countryside and into cities and suburbs

· American heroes

1. Charles Lindbergh a.k.a “Lucky Lindy”–  on Spirit of St. Louis made first transatlantic flight

2. Amelia Earhart – flew solo from Hawaii to California

3. Jack Dempsey and Georges Carpentier – famous boxers

4. George Herman “Babe” Ruth – baseball legend

5. Gertrude Ederle – women’s freestyle swimming, swam across English Channel
Mass Media and the Jazz Age
· Large numbers of people in which printers and broadcasters communicate to

· Movies, Newspapers, Radio

· Jazz Age – period in the 1920’s associate with Jazz 

· Jazz - grew out of an African American style music

· Jazz clubs become very popular

· Duke Ellington – famous Jazz musician

· Other artists – painting , literature,

· Lost Generation – writers that believed they were lost in a greedy, materialistic world, that lacked moral values
· Harlem Renaissance – African American literary awakening
Prohibition
· Bootleggers – suppliers of illegal alcohol

· Speakeasies – illegal bars that flourished in the cities

· Organized crime – large, efficient organizations that controlled the distribution of alcohol
· Al Capone – a.k.a. Scarface, Chicago gangster that brought in $60 million a year from bootlegging
Issues of Religion 
· Fundamentalism – believed in a literal interpretation of the bible

· Billy Sunday and Aimee Semple McPherson – popular preachers of fundamentalism

· Scopes Trial – John Scopes arrested for teaching evolution in school

Racial Tensions
· “Red Summer” – race riots erupt in about  25 cities nationwide

· Chicago race riots – 23 African Americans killed, 15 whites killed, 537 people wounded, 1000 African Americans homeless

· Revival of the Klan – carried out crimes against African Americans, Catholics, Jews, immigrants, and others

· Fighting discrimination – NAACP and the Garvey Movement

· Garvey Movement – led by Marcus Garvey – Universal Negro Improvement Association – urged African Americans to return to Africa
