THE FIRST WORLD WAR

A World Crisis
· Gavrilo Princip assassinates Archduke Ferdinand (heir to the Austro-Hungarian Empire) in Bosnia 
· Princip believes Austria-Hungary does not have right to rule Bosnia
· Nicknames for WWI:  “The Great War”, “The War to End All Wars”

Causes of World War I

1. Nationalism – extreme pride or devotion that people feel for their country or culture
2. Imperialism - sharpens rivalries in Europe and Japan
3. Militarism – policy of military preparedness and building up of weapons
4. Alliances - nations join together to ensure security but leads to war
a) Triple Alliance – Germany, Austria Hungary, and Italy

b) Triple Entente – France, Russia, and Britain
War Breaks Out
· Russia promises to protect Serbia and begins mobilization

· Germany sees this as an act of aggression and declares war on Russia, and France, Russia’s ally

The Germans Take Belgium

· Germany follows Schlieffen Plan – attack France first then concentrate on Russia
· Germany invades Belgium

· Great Britain had pledged to defend Belgium and declares war on Germany

· Central Powers – Germany, Austria-Hungary, Ottoman Empire

· Allied Powers – Russia, France, Great Britain
A New Kind of Warfare 
· Germany had camouflaged uniforms, machine guns

· French were prepared for new warfare

The First Battle of the Marne

· French Troops refuse to surrender to Germans who were 25 miles away from Paris

· Push German troops back 40 miles

· Costly for French
The War Reaches a Stalemate

· Fighting in the Trenches – massive trench system stretched 400 miles across Europe
· New Weapons – poisonous gas, grenades, motorized armored tanks, airplanes
The United States in World War I

United States Stays Neutral

· Isolationism – not being involved in affairs of the other nations
Leaning Toward the Allies – Wilson secretly favored the Allied cause
German Submarine Warfare - u-boats – named after the word “unterseeboot”, which means “undersea boat”
Heading Toward War
· Germany sinks British luxury ship, the Lusitania

· Wilson demands an end to unrestricted submarine warfare

· Germany agrees to only attack supply ship

· Germany sink French passenger ship, the Sussex

· Germany issues the Sussex Pledge, promising not to sink merchant vessels without warning
Wilson’s Re-election – tries to start negotiating peace terms between countries
· Germany continues unrestricted submarine warfare and ends hope for peace

Zimmerman Note - Germany’s offer to Mexico to enter in war against the U.S. and in return Germany would get back lost territories of Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas for Mexico
· British intercept the telegram and send it to American officials
The United States Declares War
· Russian Czar Nicholas II is forced to give up his absolute power
· Russia becomes more democratic and U.S. is now more willing to join Allies
Americans in Europe

Raising an Army – Selective Service Act – men between 21 and 30 were drafted into the armed forces
· African American soldiers and Latinos were segregated and discriminated against

Arriving in Europe

· Convoy system

· Americans fight as American units

· General John J. Pershing wants to better train his troops
Allied Setbacks 
· Vladimir Lenin and his followers known as the Bolsheviks, overthrow Russian govt

· Lenin makes peace with Germany;  Germany is no longer tied up with 2-front war and focus on French and British

U.S. Troops in Action – major factor in the war
· Helped the defend Paris and stop the Germans at the Battle of Chateau-Thierry

· U.S. Marines help recapture the forest of Belleau Wood 

· Allies halt German advance
American Military Women
· U.S. Army Signal Corps – recruited French speaking American women to serve as switchboard operators, a.k.a. Hello Girls

· 20,000 women served as nurses in the U.S. Army 

· Served in the navy and marines as typists, bookkeepers, operators, electricians, and telegraphers
The War Ends

· Germany launches last offensive at the Second Battle of the Marne

· U.S. 3rd Division blew up every bridge the Germans had built

· Germany retreats and Allies began a counterattack

· Battle of Argonne Forest – 120,000 American casualties but Allies occupy Sedan, French city on the Belgian border
The Armistice
· Lack of food and supplies make Central Powers not want to fight

· Austria Hungary and Germany surrender and sign peace

· 8.5 million people had died

The Home Front

Mobilizing the Economy
· War Revenue Act of 1917 – established very high taxes and taxed the wealthiest; increased revenue by 400% in 2 years

· Liberty bonds – sold to finance the war
Regulating Industry
· War Industries Board – regulated all materials needed in the war effort; Bernard Baruch, head of the WIB
Regulating Food
· Lever Food and Fuel Control Act – gave the government the power to set prices and establish production controls for food and fuel
· Food Administration – led by Herbert Hoover, managed and increased food production (victory gardens, meatless Mondays, and wheatless Wednesdays)
· 18th amendment – banned sale, manufacture, or transportation of alcohol
Regulating Fuel
· Fuel Administration – led by Harry Garfield, introduced daylight saving time in order to extend daylight hours for those who worked long shifts (gasless Sundays and heatless Mondays)
Supplying the U.S. and the Allied Troops
· Helped allied forces
· Great Britain receives 1 billion rounds of ammo, 1.2 million rifles, and ½ million tons of explosives
Mobilizing Workers – profits of many major industrial corporations skyrocketed
National War Labor Board – settled disputes between workers and management; established 8-hour workday, recognition of labor unions, and promoted equal pay for women
Women’s War Efforts
· Take over men’s jobs – railroads, docks, factories
· Traditional jobs and volunteer jobs
· Many were forced to give up their jobs when men returned
Influenza Epidemic on the Home Front
· Killed healthy people in days
· Oct. 1918, 200,000 Americans died from influenza
· Deadliest epidemic in U.S. history
Influencing Public Opinion – Wilson had to convince Americans war was necessary
Winning American Support
· Committee on Public Information – led by George Creel, used propaganda to encourage Americans to support the war

· Anti- German feelings
Limiting Antiwar Speech
· Espionage Act – punished people for aiding the enemy or refusing military duty

· Sedition Act – made it illegal to say, print, write, publish any disloyal or abusive language about the government, flag, or military

· 1,000 people jailed under these laws: a)  Robert Goldstein, director of The Spirit of ’76;  b) Eugene V. Debs, Socialist Party Leader

· Some argue these laws violate 1st amendment

· Schenck v. United States – Supreme Court upheld decision to convict Charles Schenck for violating the Espionage Act
Peace Without Victory

The Fourteen Points – Wilson’s war goals listed to Congress; plan for peace
· First 4 points:  open diplomacy, freedom of the seas, removal of trade barriers, and reduction of military arms

· 5th point:  fair system to resolve disputes over the colonies

· Next 8 points:  dealt with self-determination, the right of people to decide their own political status

· 14th point – League of Nations
Paris Peace Conference

The Conference Opens
· Jan 12, 1919, leaders from 32 nations in attendance
· Big Four:  Woodrow Wilson of the U.S., David Lloyd George of Great Britain, Georges Clemenceau of France, and Vittorio Orlando
Conflicting Needs
· Most allies want to punish Germany
· Wilson does not want to punish
The Treaty of Versailles
· Germany forced to pay reparations, disarm its military forces, and take full responsibility
· Central Powers have to surrender their colonies
· Nine new nations are created
The Fight Over the Treaty
· Democrats – supported ratification of the treaty
· Irreconcilables – rejection of U.S. participation in League of Nations

· Reservationists – wanted changes to be made to treaty; criticized the League’s use of military force to carry out decisions; led by Henry Cabot Lodge

· Wilson rejects reservationists and speaks around country supporting treaty

· U.S. signs separate treaties with Austria, Germany, and Hungary

The Impact of World War I
· 14 million killed

· 7 million disabled
· $280 million 
Political Impact
· Led to overthrow of monarchies, rise of Bolsheviks, and revolts against colonialism

Economic Impact
· Devastated European economies; U.S. emerges as leading economic power

· Inflation

· Farmers faced economic setbacks
Social Impact 
· Women get right to vote

· African Americans move north looking for work; uneasy race relations

Impact in Europe
· Debt, ruins, loss of population, much hostility
