Life at the Turn of the 20th Century

New Immigrants

Changing Patterns of Immigration

Old Immigrants – 1800-1880, 10 million

· Came from Northern and Western Europe – U.K. Germany, Sweden…

· Mainly Protestant Christians

· Culturally similar to original American settlers

· Settled both in cities and rural areas

New Immigrants – 1880- 1910, 18 million

· Came from Southern and Eastern Europe – Greece, Hungary, Italy, Russia

· Mainly Catholics, Jews, or Orthodox Christians

· Culturally different from the original American settlers

· Settled in cities

Coming to America

· Desire for a better life – freedom from religious persecution, desire for economic opportunity

· Journey to America - father or eldest son would make journey first then send for rest of family
· Had to have identifying info, $30 cash, indicate criminal record, mental health, and medical examinations
· Traveled in steerage

· Ellis Island – immigration station in NYC; 112 million immigrants passed through on their way to America; had to pass inspection

· Angel Island – immigration station in San Francisco, Chinese and Japanese immigrants
· Building Urban Communities- most settled near immigrants of same culture, built churches, synagogues, and benevolent societies to bring aid to immigrants and keep culture alive

Nativists Respond

Nativists – Americans who opposed immigration

· Saw immigrants as a threat to society and blamed them for crime, poverty, and violence

Limiting Chinese Immigration – 

· Workingmen’s Party of California – led by Denis Kearney, to oppose Chinese immigration

· Chinese Exclusion Act – 1882, banned immigration for 10 years, renewed in 1892

Limiting Japanese Immigration – 

· Gentlemen’s Agreement – Japan agreed to prevent unskilled workers from immigrating to the U.S., San Francisco stopped segregating Japanese schoolchildren

Literacy Test Act – passed to determine whether test takers could read English

Americanization – trying to Americanize immigrants
Urban Life

American Cities Change
· Steel beams make taller stronger buildings

· Elisha Otis – invented safety elevator

· Frederick Law Olmsted – designed city parks to provide residents with the sense of the countryside

Class Differences
Wealthy – made wealth off of business and industry, showed off wealth, women stayed home
· Gilded Age – 1870’s – 1890’s people had many excesses

The Middle Class – accountants, clerks, managers, and sales people salespeople

· Professionalization – process of standardizing the skills and knowledge needed for certain occupations

· Women worked as salesclerks, secretaries, and typists. Stopped working when married

The Working Class – extreme poverty

· Lived in tenements – overcrowded, rundown apartment buildings

Settlement House Movement – offered a variety of services to people in need including English language classes and job training courses

· Workers were middle-class, college educated women who lived among the people they served

Social Gospel Movement – Church has a moral duty to help solve society’s problems

· Social Darwinists criticize Social Gospel movement

Politics in the Gilded Age

Political Machines – informal group of professional politicians who controlled local government and handle some of the problems such as crime and poor sanitation

Immigrants and Political Machines

· Political machines helped immigrants in exchange for votes and political support

· Corruption - bought votes, paid voters to vote more than once, demanded bribes and payoffs in exchange for jobs

The Tweed Ring – William Marcy Tweed a.k.a. Boss Tweed most notorious political machine

· Controlled elections, corrupt judges, and big businesses in the cities

· Convicted for fraud and extortion and sentenced up to 12 yrs in prison

Federal Corruption

Scandals of the Grant Administration

· Credit Mobilier Scandal – charged tax payers $23 million more than it cost to build the railroad

· Whiskey Ring – a group that included Grant’s private secretary, whiskey distillers, distributors and govt. officials stole millions from taxpayers

President Hayes and Reform
· Hayes wants to reform spoils system – process of filling government job’s with politician’s supporters
· Hayes fires two people that ignore executive order

· Roscoe Conkling and supporters form Stalwarts – Republicans that want to continue spoils system

· Compromise and nominate James A. Garfield

Garfield’s Short Presidency
· Shot by Charles Guiteau for not giving Stalwarts government positions

Chester A. Arthur takes office and turns against spoils system

· Passed Pendelton Civil Service Act – Act that says promotions must be based on merit

The Populist Movement 

Farmers’ Hardships
· Falling prices, go in to debt to buy new equipment, expensive shipping costs

· Everyone else profiting while they suffer

The National Grange – first major farmers’ organization; a.k.a. Order of the Patrons of Husbandry

· Founded in 1867 by Oliver Hudson Kelley

· Organization in which farmers could support each other

· First target – railroad rates

Munn v. Illinois – says state legislatures have the right to regulate business

Wabash v. Illinois – says federal govt. has power to regulate railroad traffic moving across state boundaries

Interstate Commerce Act – 1877 marked the 1st time the federal government had regulated an industry

· Goal – to make railroad rates fair for all customers by requiring rates to be reasonable and just

Interstate Commerce Commission  (ICC) – to oversee the railroads

The Alliance Movement – Farmers’ Alliance – 1 million farmers

· Colored Farmers’ Alliance – fought for farmers and against prejudice

· Money Supply Issue – farmers want more money in circulation

Populist Party – coalition of farmers, labor leaders, and reformers

· Supported National Grange and Alliance demands

· Did not win presidential election but won several seats in Congress

Panic of 1893 – leading railroad company failed and triggers depression

· Sherman Silver Purchase Act of 1890 – required the govt to pay for silver purchases with paper money redeemable in either gold or silver

· Election of 1896 – Republican William McKinley wins, Populist Party fades out

Segregation and Discrimination 

Legalized Discrimination – poll tax, grandfather clauses, Jim Crow Laws

Plessy v. Ferguson – supreme court case declaring “separate but equal” is ok – legalized segregation
Informal Discrimination – racial etiquette (know their place), lynching

Prominent Black Leaders

Booker T. Washington – believed African Americans should accept segregation and prosper through farming and vocational skills

W.E. B. Du Bois – Harvard-trained professional, believed in speaking out against prejudice and striving for full rights

Others Suffer Discrimination - Mexican Americans, Asian Americans, Native Americans
