AMERICAN FLAG RULES AND TIPS
· Treat ALL flags with respect, dignity and honor.
· The U.S. flag takes a greater place of prominence over all other flags when flown in the United States. It should be raised first and lowered last. It should not be smaller than any flag it is flown simultaneously with. It can be flown at the same height as other national flags.
· A salute for military personnel should be performed when a flag is raised, lowered, or included in a parade, when the Pledge of Allegiance is recited and when the National Anthem is played. Civilians should place a hand over their heart in above instances.
· The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously.
· If a flag is flown at half-staff all flags flown with it should be at half-staff. First raise flag to its peak, then lower to half-staff. When lowering, raise to its peak, then lower. The U.S. flag is raised first and lowered last.
· The flag should be displayed in or near every polling place on election days.
· The flag should be displayed during school days in or near every schoolhouse.
· When a flag is displayed over the middle of the street, it should be suspended vertically with the union to the north in an east and west street or to the east in a north and south street.
· The U.S. flag is flown upside down only as a sign of dire distress in instances of extreme danger to life or property.
· The U.S. flag is always on the right of another flag.
· 2 flags crossed staff the U.S. flag is on the right and its staff should be in front of the other flag.
· In a public gathering the flag is to the right of the speaker
· Carried in a procession with other flags it should be on the flags own right.
· Do not fly a flag that is worn out, torn or tattered. When a flag is no longer fit for display it should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning. 
· The flag should be lighted at all times, either by sunlight or by an appropriate light source. 

· The flag should be flown in fair weather, unless the flag is designed for inclement weather use. 

· The flag should not be used for any decoration in general. Bunting of blue, white and red stripes is available for these purposes. The blue stripe of the bunting should be on the top. 

· The flag should never be used for any advertising purpose. It should not be embroidered, printed or otherwise impressed on such articles as cushions, handkerchiefs, napkins, boxes, or anything intended to be discarded after temporary use. 

· The flag should never be used as wearing apparel, bedding, or drapery.
· The flag should not be used as part of a costume or athletic uniform, except that a flag patch may be used on the uniform of military personnel, fireman, policeman and members of patriotic organizations. 

· The flag should never have any mark, insignia, letter, word, number, figure, or drawing of any kind placed on it, or attached to it. 

· The flag should never be used for receiving, holding, carrying, or delivering anything. 

· When the flag is lowered, no part of it should touch the ground or any other object; it should be received by waiting hands and arms. To store the flag it should be folded neatly and ceremoniously. 

· The flag should be cleaned and mended when necessary. 

