
Buffalo Academy of the Sacred Heart
Course Syllabus 2011-12


COURSE: Regents Chemistry

TEACHER: Ronald Stepien

REQUIRED TEXTS:  Buthelezi, T., Hainen, N., Winstrom, C. and Zike, D. (2009) Chemistry: Matter and Change.  Glencoe Science: New York. 

OTHER SUGGESTED RESOURCES: Internet (Please check my website for suggested readings for each Unit we cover).

MATERIALS: 
Students are expected to come to class prepared everyday. Students should bring their notebook, calculator, writing utensils (pen and pencil), textbook, review book and any other specified materials to class each day including the days we have laboratory.

EVALUATION: 
A student’s grade will be determined from:
Activities				20 %
Laboratory Work			20 %
Quizzes/Projects/Current Events		40 % 
Quarter Test				20 %
	More than 6 absences per quarter will lower your grade.
1) Homework: Will be given occasionally and will involve reading, problem solving or questions. (I reserve the right to check your notebook to see how you are taking notes and doing homework. They will be graded on a pass/fail basis).
2) Quizzes: Will be given at the end of each unit (see outline at end). These will be worth from 1 to 99 points each and similar in setup to the Regents Exam. They will be made up of multiple-choice questions taken from old Regents Exams, short essay questions, essay questions and question on lab work. Quizzes may be comprehensive. Any topic I discuss in class or on homework may be found on quizzes. I also reserve the right to give a short quiz (worth about 10 points) on material we have learned. 
3) Tests: There will be four comprehensive “tests” worth 100 points given at the end of each of the four quarters. Exemptions to the comprehensive tests may be given to a student who has an 85 % average or above (except for the Mid-Term and Regents). A Mid-Term and Final Exam will be given as written by the teacher, in addition to the Regents Exam at the end of the year.
4) Exit Visas: Every other week each student is required to hand in a 3 x 5 index card with a self-evaluation. Using at least 25 words, you will answer at least three questions. Questions can be found on my webpage Titled “Exit Visa”.   
	5) Labs: Covered in Lab manual. 





6) Projects/Reports: Each quarter each student will complete some extended project(s). More information on each of these will be given at a later date(s). 
Some of these include: a) Current Events (all four quarters), b) Adopt an Element (first quarter), c) Chemistry connections (second quarter), d) Book Report (third quarter), e) Issues in Science (fourth quarter), f) Others including: written reports and Internet projects. Each student will also be required to make a short oral report for the class. (Dates of assignments are subject to change)
All projects will be required to be emailed to the “Turn it in” website as part of your grade. Papers will be graded on neatness, basis of science content, depth of research, clarity of content and the use of standard spelling and grammar. Standard English usage and spelling MUST be demonstrated on assignments in order to receive a grade higher than 75 %. 
 6) Progress Reports: Parents will be given access to Power School to see your grades. Please realize that it will take time for me to grade papers and to place these grades on the website. This will eventually allow your parents to determine if you are missing any assignments and the grade on your assignments. I will tell you the date that will determine if you are exempt from the quarter test. 

To pass this course the student will a) show a knowledge of chemistry demonstrated by having a final grade average above 65. b) Perform 1,200 minutes of laboratory work and hand in satisfactory written report for these experiences. 

CLASSROOM POLICIES:
	1) Homework Policy: I will accept absolutely no late homework at all. If you don’t turn it in on the day it is due, it is recorded as a zero. If you are absent when a daily homework assignment is due, you must turn it in at the beginning of the period the first day you return to school. If you are absent the day a large project is due, it will still be due on that day. If you wake up ill on the due date, have someone else bring it in to school for you, or if possible email the project. If you know ahead of time you will be absent, it is your responsibility to complete the assignment(s) before the due date(s).
	I will not be offering individual extra credit in any of my classes. If you think you might be having a problem with your grade, you should attempt to do something about it before the last week of the grading period is upon us. 
 	2) Absences and Vacations:
		a) When a student misses class due to appointments, vacation or other reasons, THEY are responsible to make up any notes, assignments, and any other materials that they missed. Also, if going away for an extended period, before you leave please check with me for a general overview of what we will be covering while you are gone. Also check the school website for any details and material missed. 
		b) If you are absent on the day a test or quiz is given you will need to make arrangements with me to make up the assessment. If said test or quiz is not made up within one cycle (six school days) then you will receive a zero for that quiz or test.
	3) Responsibilities
		My responsibility to you is to come each day prepared to help you achieve your potential as a science student. I am also responsible for treating you with respect and dignity. My responsibility is not to make you learn. You are at the age when you must take responsibility for your own education and full advantage of every opportunity offered you. I am here to help however I am able, both with school issues and other things as well.
		Your responsibility to yourself is to come to class each day prepared to learn. Your responsibility to your classmates is to not interfere with their own learning. Your responsibility to me is to show respect (which will be promptly returned) and behave in a dignified manner.
		Our collective responsibility as a group is to treat our classroom with respect. This includes proper laboratory safety. Failure to do so will result in serious consequences. 
	

[bookmark: _GoBack]4) Fairness
		If you look up the word “fair” in the dictionary, you will not find “equal” or “identical” listed as a synonym. I will always attempt to do what is fair, but you must understand that it may not be exactly the same from one student to the next. If you’re tempted to give me the standard, “It’s not fair!” complaint, save your breath. I’m likely to simple respond with, “Life isn’t fair.”
	5) I respect what is going on in other classes, I will never ask you to miss time in other classes for mine, and I expect you to not work on other homework in my class. If I see you working on something that’s not science, I will confiscate the work and give it to the appropriate teacher. You will also able assigned clean-up duty if it’s your first offense, or receive a discipline referral for the second. 
6) Behavior:
		a) When I talk, you listen.
		b) When I say get to work, you get to work.
		c) Be respectful
	7) School Policy: Check and know the school policy on attendance, definition and penalty for cheating, along with the policy on truancy. If a student is found cheating (taking credit for another’s work, this includes: another student’s work, print copies or internet sources) they will receive a “zero” for the assignment, parental notification and other sanctions. 
8) Technology: Students may not use cell phones, camera phones and pagers during school hours. When a cell phone or pager is seen or heard, it will be confiscated and detention will be given. Students’ radios, walkmans, cassette players or CD players or any other device may not be used during school hours. (Refer to page 38 of student handbook)

