Current Scientific Events (36 pts)

	Our lives are impacted everyday by the fast paced changes made in science. However, many students are “scientifically illiterate” due to a fear of science or an attitude that science is irrelevant to their lives or too hard to understand.
	The purpose of this assignment is to stimulate an interest in science and knowledge of current scientific developments. You should be able to think critically and responsibly about current science issues to help prepare you for future decisions you will make at the interface of science and society. This assignment will also allow me to learn about other topics or scientific developments that I may not have read about. 
	I would like you to read an article from a magazine, paper or journal each quarter about a current scientific event. You can use the school library, public library, magazine or the Internet to search for an article that will interest you.
	Some acceptable journals include: Newsweek, Science, Popular Science, Current Science, Science Week, Scientific American, Time, the New York Times (Tuesday edition), or The Buffalo News (especially Sundays edition). This list is by no means complete and you may pick an article from another magazine. You can also go to my website for some links or ideas. 

I will grade your paper based on the rubrics given below each question, along with those below.
Report should be word processed/typed written. Papers should be at least two pages long, double- spaced with standard 12-point font (Times New Roman). Margins should be not more than 1 inch.
Your report will also be required to be emailed to the “Turn it in” website as part of your grade. Papers will be graded on neatness, basis of science content, depth of research, clarity of content (organization) and the use of standard spelling and grammar. Students should use complete sentences and not bullet form. Standard English usage and spelling MUST be demonstrated on assignments in order to receive a grade higher than 75 %. 
I will NOT grade you opinion of the article, but I will grade you on if you can give me specific data and/or information to back up your opinion.
Rubric: If student emails paper to “turnitin.com” website, 5 pts
If student hands in a word processed/typed paper, with less than three spelling or grammar errors, 3 pts.
 
1) Give information about the article. This should include: Name of the article, publication (magazine name), date (MUST be within the last month), page, and the author. DO NOT give me a copy of the article since I can find it with this information. If taken from the Internet be sure to give me the proper “address” so I can access the article. Bibliography should be in MLA style. (Underline the source, put quotes around the title)
Rubric:	 If student gives name of article, publication, date page and author; 2 pts
	
2) Write a summary of the article in your own words. In your summary the following questions should be answered: What is the problem or issue discussed? What is the proposed or hypothesized solution? 
	If the article is about ongoing research, give the name of the person or group doing the research, along with who is funding them, is it the government, an industry or a university. 
Rubric: If student gives a summary of the article, should be at least 4 sentences long; 2 pts
If student states a problem, concern and/or solution; 2 pts
 	
3) What do you think the author’s purpose was for writing this article? Or why did the author write this article? Who is the intended audience? Remember that an article taken from the Buffalo News will be written differently than one taken from the Journal of Chemistry, each article will be written for the audience it is intended to reach. 
Rubric:	If student states author’s purpose for writing the article (persuasion, informative, descriptive or narrative); 2 pt
	

4) Give at least THREE science words and/or concepts in the article that every person should know? Or What words/concepts should the public know to be considered scientifically literate? Give the definition of each of them. You may want to use contest clues to discover the definition of the word. (Telling what an abbreviation stands for is NOT a definition. Example: DNA is Deoxyribonucleic acid)
Rubric:	If student states word and/or concern with definition: 1 pt/ word, 3 pts maximum
	
5) Describe at least THREE implications or consequences of the article? Specify each as being economic, political, personal, societal, ethical, and environmental or attitudinal. Tell me how does this article impact your life and those around you in the ways given above?
Rubric:	If student describes an implication, must give the type of implication (political, economic, personal, etc.) and how it impacts life; 2 pt/ implication, 6 pts maximum
	
6) If you were to interview the person(s) doing the research or the author of the article, what are some questions that you would ask them and why. (Do you question the facts or lack of facts given in the article? Is it scientific valid? Ethics? Is further research required?) What are some obstacles and questions that you can see from the proposed research? Questions written should not have been answered in the article.
Rubric: If student states a question they have on the article; 2 pts/ question, 6 pts maximum
	
7) How is this information going to affect your attitude about this subject and what are you going to do about it? Did this article satisfy your curiosity? Were you motivated to read more about this topic?
Rubric: If student is specific on how this article influences their life; 2 pts

	8) Do you agree or disagree with this article? Explain why you agree or disagree with the article. Is this research a constructive use of taxpayer money? Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Explain why or why not. What are its advantage/disadvantages of the problem it may solve?
Rubric: If student is gives a reason why they agree or disagree with the article, 2 pts


Note: Sophomores: Your First Quarter Assignment will be used for the Written Requirement for Middle States Evaluation. (Student should have received rubric from their English Teacher.)

	Due Dates are as follows:
			1st Quarter			Weds. October 19, 2011
			2nd Quarter			Weds. December 14, 2011
			3rd Quarter			Weds. March 7, 2012
[bookmark: _GoBack]			4th Quarter			Weds. May 16, 2012
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