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Welcome Back to School


August 23, 2011


  I hope that you all had a fantastic summer and are as eager to start the school year as I am.  I would like to welcome   you   and your child Room 9! I am excited to move on to 4th grade with previous students and new additions! We have an exciting year ahead and I hope that all of you will feel very involved in your child's education this year!





     This newsletter includes detailed information regarding classroom and homework policies, communication and a little bit about the year ahead.  Please let me know if you have any questions, concerns or comments at any time this year.  In the upper right corner, you will find my email and our class web site.  Please use the web site often to download homework (also sent by email or hard-copy), to find out about classroom news and view or read about lessons, activities and projects completed by students.  


I look forward to talking with each of you and getting to know or reacquainted with your child!





Sincerely,


Rebecca Miller








OUR CLASSROOM’S 


TECHNOLOGY OPPORTUNITY





     This year, Room 9 will be attending the AT&T Classroom at Kent State University!  Students will be riding a bus after lunch Monday-Friday starting September 12th through October 21st.  During our stay at the “lab”, students will have access to enhanced technologies.  Among these will be a SMART Board, iPads, computers, digital cameras and iTouch devices.  I have planned many engaging activities that correlate with our 4th grade content standards in Language Arts, Social Studies and Science.  I have also arranged to have a few on-campus “field trips”, where the students will gain knowledge about geography and weather.  You are invited to an informational meeting on Wednesday September 7, where you will hear from the staff at the AT&T classroom.  Also, you will be given a permission slip that will need to be signed and returned before we attend on September 12th.  Information about this Open House is being sent home separate from this packet.  





ASSIGNMENT GRIDS/HOME FOLDERS


     Students will be given a home-folder containing a homework grid.  This grid will be filled out daily by students and is expected to be signed and reviewed by an adult each day.  Homework assignments will be sent home by email (please let me know if you do not have access to email).  Most weeks, you will receive homework Friday- Sunday.  Each assignment, unless otherwise stated, is due the following Friday.  Students will be


“charged” points or dollars from their 


weekly “paycheck” for late or uncompleted work.  





HOME FOLDERS SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO SCHOOL AND HOME EVERY DAY EVEN IF WORK IS NOT ASSIGNED.  THANK YOU (





LANGUAGE ARTS IN FOURTH GRADE


*Using grade appropriate words, identify: prefixes, suffixes, roots, synonyms, antonyms, homophones, homonyms and homographs.


*Establish a purpose for reading


*Deliver informational presentations


*Compare, contrast, predict and summarize information from leveled texts.


*Independently read books for various purposes.


*Make inferences, summarize main ideas, identify cause and effect and draw conclusions.


*State and develop a clear main idea for writing to fit a particular audience.


*Vary simple, compound and complex sentence structures during Writer’s Workshop.


*Write legibly in cursive


*Spell: high frequency words, plurals, roots, suffixes and inflectional endings


*Use adverbs, conjunctions, prepositions, pronouns and verbs correctly.


*Locate sources and collect relevant information for research projects.


*Deliver informational presentations using appropriate voice and language.


*Continue to increase rate of oral fluent reading.


Writer’s Workshop and Guided Reading will be used in our classroom.  In addition, students will be taking part in aspects of The Daily Five and CAFE.  


 Students will also be required to complete 5 or 6 “Book Bistro” presentations throughout the year on various topics and book genres.





SCIENCE UNITS OVERVIEW:


*Earth Systems (air, water, weather changes, describe and record weather situations, describe and identify types of clouds.  Describe evidence of changes on Earth's surface. )


*Heredity (compare life cycles of different plants, growth, survival in productions of plants, classify common plants according to characteristics, observe and explore evidence of fossils in plants)


*Physical Sciences   (identify characteristics of a simple physical change, Describe objects by the properties of the materials from which they are made and that these properties can be used to separate or sort a group of objects Explain that matter has different states.)





A SAMPLE OF OUR SOCAIL STUDIES UNITS


*Ohio history (How Ohio has changed from settlement to statehood.  Influence of canals and railroads on settlement patterns.  Famous Ohioans.)


*People in Societies (describe the cultural practices and products of various groups of settlers including Native American tribes.  Describe the impact of the expansion of European settlements on American Indians in Ohio.


*Geography (measure distances, use directions to find and compare places in and around Ohio.


 Identify manufacturing, agricultural, mining and forestry regions in Ohio, Explain how resources, transportation and location influenced the development of cities and industries, Use elevation, natural resource and road maps to answer questions about patterns of settlement, economic activity and movement.


*Economics (Explain ways in which individuals and households obtain and use income. Explain why people in Ohio specialize in what they produce and then trade with others, which then increases the amount of goods and services available.)


*Government (Explain major responsibilities of each of the three branches of government in Ohio, Explain why elections are used to select leaders and decide issues.






































 











SOCIAL STUDIES UNITS








Geography, Ohio History, Ohio Government, 


Economics




































































SNACK BREAK AND BIRTHDAY TREATS!


     Healthy snacks and water bottles are welcome in our room.  Please save sugary and chocolate treats for lunches.  Thank you!  On test days, students are also permitted to bring in a “double” snack.  We love to celebrate birthdays in Room 9!  If your child would like to share a treat to celebrate, we will enjoy them either during lunch or at 3:00.  Those who have a summer birthday may bring in a treat at any time during the year (  If your child is not inviting everyone or all girls/ all boys to a party, please have them pass out invitations after school, or consider mailing them.  Thank you!








        A FEW TOPICS TO BE COVERED IN MATH


    *Connecting representations of fractions, decimals and whole numbers


*Classifying numbers as prime or composite.


*Place value and rounding whole numbers


*Use associative and distributive properties


*Add and subtract decimals and commonly used fractions with like denominators


*Perimeter, area, volume


*Make simple unit conversions within a measurement system


*Write, solve and verify solutions to multi-step problems


*Identify and describe parallel and perpendicular lines and line segments.


*Identify and use reflections, rotations and translations in solving geometric problems.


*Represent and analyze patterns and functions using words, tables and graphs.


*Use rules and variables to describe patterns and other relationships.


*Interpret and construct tables, bar graphs, line plots and Venn diagrams.


*Conduct probability experiments and draw conclusions from results.


*Compare chances of events occurring (impossible, unlikely, equal, likely, certain.








IMPORTANT DATES AND TIMES


Students Arrive 8:45-9:00


Students should be in the classroom at 9:00


Lunch/Recess 12:05/12:10- 12:50


Second Recess 3:10-3:20


Dismissal begins at 3:30


Gym Days:  Wed/Fri.          Library: TBA


Art:    Tues.                          Music:  Thurs.








GRADES AND PROGRESS BOOK





     Students will be given letter grades again this year.  I will also be assessing students, at times, on a rubric scale rating from 0-4, with 4 points being the highest score.  This will often occur in writing assignments, projects and math.  Below are the percentage scales that will be used in the classroom.  Once again, your child’s grades will appear on Progress Book.  Grades will be updated weekly.  In class, much of our work is also for practice and learning from mistakes.  Only papers with percentage or rubric scores will be entered in Progress Book. Tests and projects are usually weighted higher than daily work.   Please let me know if you have any questions.  


GRADING SCALE All Subjects


 100-93=A 92-85=B 84-70=C 69-61=D 60-F 


Here is a conversion from rubric points to percentages: 





4=100% 3.5=94% 3=88% 2.5=82% 2=73% 1.5=64% 1=55% 0.5=28%




















UPCOMING DATES:


*Taken from District Calendar


August 24th First Day for Students


September 2nd – 16th    EH Fall Fundraiser





September 5th Labor Day


                              No School


September   7th Open House for KSU AT&T Classroom (see handout for information)


Parents AND Students are asked to attend


September 21st EH Room Parents Tea


October 13th EH Family Movie Night


October 14th      No School


Conference Dates: October 18, 20, 24 & 26





CLASSROOM SUPPLIES





Please ask your child often to find out if the following supplies need to be replenished or replaced.


Thanks (


*pencils (no mechanicals please)


*scissors


*crayons/markers/colored pencils


*pencil sharpeners (The classroom sharpener doesn’t always work the best!)


*red pens for correcting work


*highlighters


***Folders, math stenos and glue have been purchased for students already.*****


Looking to donate items?  Here are a few things that we can always use!


~flash cards (mult/division/subtraction)


~jump drives for saving computer work


~pocket/smaller dictionaries


~games for inside recess


~poster board or large sheets of paper for projects


~craft items or items to help make students’ Book Bistro presentations creative and complete





About Mrs. R. Miller


I am very excited to be teaching 4th grade for the 2011-2012 school year.   I have been working in the Stow-Munroe Falls school system for sixteen years and have taught both first and third grades at Echo Hills. Before coming to Echo Hills, I was an intervention tutor at Holy Family School, where I worked with children in grades K-8. I have also worked for Sylvan Learning Centers and tutored reading and math students after school and in the summer. I enjoy playing with my kids, laughing with my husband, gardening, watching movies, taking walks, watching basketball and taking pictures.  One day I'd love to write a children's book!  My husband and I have lived in Stow for eleven years and enjoy traveling to New England, visiting art museums, watching movies and fixing up our 85year old house. We have a three and a half year old son, Grayson, who loves the American flag!!!   He loves trucks, sand, playing outside and to be read to! My daughter, Aquinna, will be two years old in September and is always full of smiles!  She is always on the move, enjoys following her big brother around and loves dogs and babies!   They have brought so much joy into our lives and I believe becoming a parent has made me a better teacher.  I am very enthusiastic about the new year ahead and can’t wait to share many wonderful memories of Room 9 with you and your child!  In advance, I’d like to thank you for supporting your child and myself throughout this school year.  I strongly believe that good communication between families and the classroom teacher helps to create a positive educational experience. 





Expectations of a Fourth Grader in Room 9


     *Come to class prepared with supplies, assignments, homework and assignment grids completed/signed.


*Students should be responsible for their own organization of items they need for school each day. 


*Homework is sent home in advance so that each student can time-manage his/her assignments along with their extra-curricular activities.  Homework should be completed by the student in their own handwriting.


*Students are expected to work independently at certain times and work collaboratively at certain times during the school day.


*Show pride in all work.  Complete work neatly and in a timely manner.


*Check and edit work before turning in.


*Follow classroom rules:


Show respect for all adults and children who are present in the school.


Keep hands and feet to yourself.


Make responsible choices dealing with work habits, playground behavior and during Specials.


*Ask for help if needed (


*Take pride in all work that is attempted/completed!
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