Sherman anchors Cougars in defense of state titl

By KEVIN FIDDLER

When he was young, Coronado junior Bobly
Sherman was diagnosed with asthma, forcing
him e give up many outdoor $ports.

Instead, Sherman took up the sport of bowl-
ing arul for the past nine years, he has been
knocking over pins here in town,

The anchor for Coronado’s defending state
champion boys bowling team, Sherman has
become arguably the top boswler in town,

“T have a new coach and [ have matured a
lot," Sherman said. “I've learned to just relax
and take each frame one at a time. When 1 have
to go up and strike out, 1 just don't think about
what i5 on the line, | do what 1 have to do.”

Avarsity letterman since he was a freshman,
Sherman is averaging more than 200 pins per
contest. The Cougars are in first place with one
match remaining in the regular season and
are one of the favorites to compete for their
second straight state title in early February.

"“We have confidence in ourselves,” Sherman
satd. “But we're not going to be overconfident
ar cocky, We wont overlook anyone and what
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power Green Valley.

“T think that was a great
accomplishment for this
team,” Sherman said. "l think
it was the first time we swept
Green Valley, It gave us a tasie
of what the playaffs are going
to be like. It made us more
confident ourselves and it
told us that we still have it

Sherman has come a long
wiay since he first took up
the game. He says his asth-
ma doesn't bother him too
much while he bowls despite
[ rhe smoky atmosphere at the
| bowling alleys.

“Growing up, [eouldn't play
any ather sports because of
my asthma,” he said, "When
[ [was younger, it was kind of
|_ had. Now 1 have my asthma
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Coronado anchor Bobhby Sherman is a big reasan
why the Cougars are favored to defend their state
bowling title this year.

happens, happens,
“There are four or five teams that could win.
We don't want to be overcomfident.”

Asthma doesn't limit ace’s game

more under control and as
long as 1 have my inhaler, I'm
fine."

While much of his success
i5 due to his-solid work ethic,
Sherman also cites the dedica-
tion of McKee as a reason for
his and the team’s SUCCess.

“Wpach McKee) has gone
ahove and beyvond the expec-
tations,” Sherman said. "I
think we've had over six prac-
tices this season. 1 don't know
of any other team that prac-
tices more than we do, [f we
need help with schoolwork,
he's there to help us. He goes
above and beyond for us.”

With state experience and
one state title run under his
belt, Sherman savs the experi-
ence has paid off. He says he
understands what it expected
of him as the anchor, a lesson
learned from last year's Coro-
nado anchor, Greg Garafola,

“Ir was amazing to be a
sophomore leading a varsity
team o victory,” satd Sher-
man, who averaged more than
215 pins per contest during
postseason play. "T've learned
a lot from last vear’s anchor
(Garofalo), He taught me a lot.
[ used to get anzry and he has
helped me calm my temper
dowr.

"“There's a lot on the line
Wi belng The anchor and ne
let me know my responsibili-
ties to myself and my team-
mates. [ just want to follow In
his footsteps and be as good
a leader as he was."

The junior anchor says the
only thing he would consider
success in another state title

“Cnar successful season is
to win state again,” he said. "]
feel as long as we take cach
night and not overlook any
one, we should be alright.”
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Sherman's presence in the Coronado line
has made all the difference for the Coug
although his scoring isn't the only thing t
makes him valuable.

“He's the one we count on the maost ne
Coronado coach Bob MeKee said. "We L
up to him because he has the most emoti
When you see Bobby bowl, you know what
thinking,

“He's good for all the kids because not ¢
does he help them but he sets a good exan
[or them, He's real serious ahout his gaime

Sherman says his leadership is simply
for the course.

“I just let my teammates know to just b
their game and do what they have to do,
said. “As long as they stay focused, they
bowl their games. If everyvbody bowls €
game, | think the five we have are better t
any team out there, All we need to do itk
our game.”

I'he Cougars biggest accomplishment s
this season was g clutch 7-0win over peren
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