Coronado glrls bowlmg team_

Cougars defeat Centenma to win first, Nevada champlonsth
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Unlike Bill Murray in the

movie “Groundhog Day,” it
wasn’t_the same story. as last
year for the Coronado High
. School girls bowling team as
the Cougars rolled to their

first-ever state championship-

-title, defeating Centennial, 5-2
(2,204-2,003), on Feb. 2 at The
Orleans Bowling Center.

After losing to Bonanza in
last year’s championship, the

victory was especially gratify- -
ing for Coronado, which gave

head coach Bob McKee his
“first girls title.

) Cougars boys and glrls teams
since the school opened its -

doors five years-ago, won two

“state crowns in 2003 and 2004

with Coronado’s boys teams.
Leading the charge for
the Cougars and putting her
name in the record book was
sophomore Alyssa Madrid,
who bowled a 277 in the sec-
ond game of the championship
match, the ' second-highest
total in Nevada Interscholastic.
Activities - “Association . girls
regular season and playoff his-

- tory. Madrid rolled 10 strikes.

during the historic game.-
Besides - having the high

. game, Madrid also recorded

(672), the hlghest series of the
postseason (699) and had the
highest pin total in a game of
all bowlers — boys and girls
--on championship day. .

Madrid said she was proud

‘to help her team win its first -

girls state championship.

. “It feels pretty good,” Ma-,
drid said. “We were nervous
the first couple of days (of
the tournament), but we were .
trying not to be cocky or any- :
thing. We got a little nervous -

in the end, so we just went out
and did it.”
Winning it all was no small

takes state title

Coronado ngh School girls bowljng team cheer after winning the
Nevada State High School Championship, Feb. 2 at The Orleans
feat for. Coronado (88'10 in « Bowling Center. Teaam members are, from left, Kelly White, Ashley

McKee, coach of both the.
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the regular season), which

plonshlp match agamst Sunset '

Region champion Centennial

(72-12), Coronado won the first -
game, 774-657, as junior Mad-

die Pellegrino set the tone for
the day with a team-high 226
game for .the Cougars with
Madrid rollmg a 200 in the

opener and teammates Ashley- - -

Olriksen and Kelly White fin-

ishing with 181 and 161 games, ‘

N réspectively. -

In the second and decisive - ‘

game of the match, Madrid

sealed the deal against the .

Bulldogs with  her 277 game,

with White (192), Pellegrino .

(190) and Olriksen (125) also
. following up with strong ef-
. forts. Coronado won the game

by 106 pins to clinch the title.

Centennial, led by. Nicole*
Barnes, who bowled back- .

to-back 183 games, won the

third game of the match, in - |
which mestly alternates from = -
Sooth teams competed after the ;

ultimate outcome was already
determined. -

- Coronado also notched the
team high series (2,025) ‘of all

girls teams in the state tourna- .

ment, as well as the team high

game of the state finals (784)

in Game 2 versus Centennial.
Junior Pellegrino, who like

the highest state final vseries
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least three times a week or
more. It was really hard, but
we're so happy to get here. We

finished second in its Sunrise  just have a great group of girls
Region Southeast Division be-  and we’re so dedicated..It’s a .
hind Green Valley (92-6): ) great feeling.”

" Led by the hot game of left- Teammate White agreed
hander Madrid, the Cougars “It feels great. It was my .
breezed through the bracket  first year, so it was awesome,” .
to the finals, . White 531!3(
beating Desert u . : “1 .thi
Pines (72-26) by We worked so hard accom-
a score of .7-0 to get here and we pns?;gm

in the regional - eve: ing
semifinals. o practlced at least that we sad
Jan. 30, North- threetimesaweek  we wouldin
east. Division or more. It was really the begin-
top-seed. Chap- h d b r y ning of the .

_arral (91-7) by naraG, ut were so . season.”
ascore of 7-0in happy to get here. One tea(r)ri-
the semifinals - mate, -
ipn Jan. 31, and We JUSt have a great riksen, was
division  rival group of girls and 50 map;;leld
Silverado (64- up in e
34) by that same” we're 50 dedicated. emotion- of.
7-0 score in the it sa great feelmg. the morment.
Sunrise Region: MADDIE PELLEGRINO ~ that  she
chompionship CORONADO HIGH SCHOOL JUNIOR had trouble -
on Feb.1. : ' putting into

In the cham- words how

* it felt to be a state champion.
“It feels really good, really -

good,” Olriksen said with tears
welling up in her eyes. “We
worked so hard to get where
we are.”

. Besides helping her team-

make _some history, Madrid

several of her Cougars team- . '~

‘mates was sporting one navy
blue. and one red sock — the
Coronado school colors — said
she was ecstatic wit‘l the big

% -was a lot of hard work .
and commitment,”. Pellegrmo:_"
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Olriksen, Maddie Pellegrmo, Alyssa Madrid, Chandra Sibilia and

Nikki Butts.

state bowling title.

rolied the seconc-highest
score in NIAA girls history
behind Brandy Morar: (Green
Valley, 2003) and Carily Wick-
man (Durango, 2001) who each
rolled a 279 and reccrded the
third-highest individual series
ever (699) earlier in the tour-
nament before tying the mark
for the fifth-highest individual
series.score (672) in a champi-
onship match. - .
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MARLENE KARASNIEV
Coronado High School gi:ls bowiing team members Alyssa Madrfd,
left, and Maddie Pellegrino embrace after winning the Nevada

*

She actually flirted with :
700-series and went all the way
to the final frame in pursuit o:
it before falling short on he
first ball in the 10th frame:

Helping Madrid, Pel

.légrino, White, Olriksen anc

McKee make the season
niemorable one were team
mates Chandra Sibilia anc
Nikki Butts and assistan

" coach Walter Olriksen.



