Language and Composition AP

Quarter 1

Writing:


Intro to Essay:



Style Analysis



Argument



Comparison/Contrast



Synthesis – analyzing how graphics & visual images relate to written texts 

& serve as alternative forms of text

Informal writing:



Openers (first 5 minutes of class)

Readings: (order may vary throughout the year)

Beowulf


Canterbury Tales (prologue)


1984


Gulliver’s Travels


Macbeth


Non-fiction:



Hurston



Douglas



Mairs

Conceptual:


Satirical Selections


Universal Themes

Vocabulary:


Literary Terms



Presentation – literary terms review powerpoint


Greek & Latin Roots

Grammar


Sentence variety


Parallelism


Transitions


Sentence Diagramming

Activities:


Timed writings


Graded Discussions – Presentation of oral argument (requiring various sources)

Socratic Method 


Rewriting process – teacher/peer feedback provided & requiring various drafts 

leading to an edited version
Skills:


Citations (MLA)

Presentations


Discussions


SOAPS

Quarter 2


Writing:


Intro to Essay:



Narrative



Expository/Definition


Development of Essay:



Style Analysis



Argument



Comparison/Contrast



Synthesis

Readings:


Fountainhead


Wuthering Heights


Non-Fiction:



Price



Momaday/Brown



ML King

Conceptual:


Satirical Selections


Universal Themes

Vocabulary:


Literary Terms


Greek & Latin Roots

Grammar


Sentence variety


Parallelism


Sentence Diagramming


Individual Grammar Problems addressed as seen in essays

Activities:


Timed writings


Rewriting process


Graded Discussions


Socratic Method 

Research – Annotated Bibliography – evaluation of primary & secondary sources
Skills:


Citations (MLA)

Presentations


Discussions


SOAPS

Quarter 3


Writing:


Intro to Essay:



Technical writing/Process


Development of Essay:



Narrative



Expository/Definition


Refinement of Essay:



Style Analysis



Argument – requiring student research of topic


Comparison/Contrast



Synthesis

Readings:


Pride & Prejudice


Song of Solomon


Non-Fiction:



A Green



A Lincoln

Conceptual:


Satirical Selections


Universal Themes

Vocabulary:


Literary Terms


Greek & Latin Roots


Exercises for Vocabulary 



Enhancement

Grammar


Sentence variety


Parallelism


Sentence Diagramming


Individual Grammar Problems



Addressed as seen



In essays

Activities:


Timed writings


Rewriting process


Graded Discussions


Socratic Method 

Group Multiple Choice Question practice

Skills:


Annotations


Presentations


Discussions


SOAPS

Quarter 4


Writing:


Review all  categories of 

essays

Readings:


Short Stories



Lawrence



Poe


Non-Fiction:



Kincaid



Didion



Soto



Angelou


Poetry:



Major English Poets

Conceptual:


Satirical Selections


Universal Themes

Vocabulary:


Literary Terms


Greek & Latin Roots


Exercises for Vocabulary 



Enhancement

Grammar


Individual Grammar Problems



Addressed as seen



In essays

Activities:


Graded Discussions


Socratic Method 

Group Multiple Choice 


Question practice

Sonnet project

Skills:


Presentations


Discussions

**Weekly, throughout the year, selections are presented from Past AP tests, and excerpts are presented from canonized & non-canonized works in order to provide a myriad of writing experiences for student practice
All writing assignments will:
1. Be scored according to a rubric (based on the 9-point scale used by ETS scorers) which is presented at the beginning of the year, and is available on myteacherpages.com.  This scale is adjusted for the individual requirements of each writing assignment.  Individual conferences are held throughout the year to discuss student progress.  

2. Proceed through several drafts, with revisions aided by teacher and peers.  Instruction in the use of Premier software (word processing, grammar check) will aid with surface grammar editing.
3. Emphasize the importance of idea development (providing a balance between specific detail and generalization), organization, voice, and writing conventions.  The student will be encouraged to manipulate writing style for effect (through repetition, transitions, and emphasis).
4. Encourage students to change tone and voice as assignments change.

Research will:

1. Be based on primary and secondary sources.  This will include evaluating, using, and citing these sources.

2. Use Modern Language Association (MLA) documentation style.

3. Be required when students present an argument during graded discussions.  They will need to analyze and synthesize ideas from various sources.

4. Require the inclusion of graphics and visual images.

Texts & Supplemental Materials:

Aaron, Jane,ed. The Compact Reader: Short Essays by Method and Theme.  New York, NY:  

     Bedford/St. Martin’s.
Arp, Thomas R, and Greg Johnson, eds.  Perrine’s Literature: Structure, Sound, and Sense (Eighth 

      Edition).  New York:  Thomson.
Clauss, Patrick.  I*claim (software). New York, NY:  Bedford/St. Martin’s.

Dunn, Kathleen, Mary Anne Kovacs and John Manear.  Advanced Placement Writing 1:  
     Strategies for Honors, Gifted and AP Students.  Villa Maria, PA:  The Center for Learning

Fowler, H. Ramsey, and Jane E Aaron.  The Little, Brown Handbook.  New York: Longman.
Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.  New York:  The Modern

     Language Association of America.

Harris, Muriel.  Prentice Hall Reference Guide to Grammar and Usage.   Upper Saddle River, 
     NJ:  Prentice Hall.
Kirzner, Laurie G., and Stephen R. Mandell, eds. Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader 

      and Guide.  New York, NY:  Bedford/St. Martin’s.
Kovacs, Mary Anne, Jo Reed, and Shirley H. Strobel.  Advanced Placement English:  Practical 

     Approaches to Literary Analysis.  Villa Maria, PA:  The Center for Learning
LiterActive (software)  New York, NY:  Bedford/St. Martin’s

Manear, John.  Advanced Placement English:  In-depth Analysis of Literary Forms.  Villa 

     Maria, PA:  The Center for Learning
Roskelly, Hephzibah, and David Jolliff.  Everyday Use: Rhetoric at Work in Reading and   

     Writing.  New York: Longman.
Trimmer, James F., and Maxine C. Hairston, eds.  The Riverside Reader.  Boston:    

     Houghton Mifflin.
Additional Expectations:

Points will be assigned for all work & grades will be assigned as follows:

100%-90%   A

89.9%-80%  B

79.9%-70%  C

69.9%-60%  D 

59.9%-0%    F

A bonus will be given for a student having no missing assignments (including daily openers).  This means that it will be difficult to receive the bonus if you are absent.

[Sem grade= Qtrs 1 & 2 are 45% each, Sem test = 10%]

Grades will not be rounded!!
I do not print out grades for students.  Grades are uploaded weekly to Parentlink (and I usually upload daily).  You have one week to resolve any discrepancies with your grades.  After a week, grades are final.

It is expected that all school rules will be followed in this class.  Behavior which violates school rules or disrupts the learning of others will result in a phone call to parents and/or referral to the dean.

Any work which is not turned in on the assigned date, will receive 50% of the original grade.  Only excused absences will enable the student to turn in late work for full credit.  This work must be turned in during the acceptable time limit (according to school regulations), and must be clearly labeled with the date it was due, and the reason for it being turned in late.  Late work will not be accepted for full credit if a single period absence occurs, student has the opportunity to turn the work in if (s)he is at school.
Academic Integrity:

All students are expected to adhere to a high standard of academic integrity.  All work that is turned in must be completed by the student, him/herself.  Any work which is plagiarized will result in a grade of 0, and a U in citizenship – whether the assignment is worth 5 points, or 250 points.
Student signature

Parent signature




Parent email address
