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Mr. Keyes (rkeyes@ccps.org)





 North East Middle School

Class Expectations
1.  Listen carefully and follow directions.

2.  Work quietly and diligently! (Never give up!)

3.  Respect yourself, the classroom, classmates, and the school officials.

4.  Always be prepared and exercise safe science practices.
Materials
Every day students are required to bring their planner, science binder with loose leaf paper, Brain Starter notebook and at least 2 pencils.  Other materials, such as colored pencils, rulers, and markers will sometimes be needed.
Grading Policy
Your marking period grade will be composed of grades accumulated through classwork, homework, labs, announced and unannounced quizzes, notebook evaluations, notebook check-ups, class participation, unit tests, and long-term projects. All grades will be recorded as percentages.   Formative assignments will count as 30% of the interim and marking period grade, while summative assignments will be 70%.  The following scale will be used to calculate the marking period grade: 

	100-93%
	92-90%
	89-87%
	86-83%
	82-80%
	79-77%
	76-73%
	72-70%
	69-67%
	66-65%
	64-50%

	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C+
	C
	C-
	D+
	D
	F


Formative Assignments – 30% of the final grade
Classwork, Class Participation, and Miscellaneous Assignments

All of these assignments will be worth one letter grade, unless previously announced.  

Homework
All homework will be checked for completion.  A completed homework assignment will receive 2 checks, while a partially completed assignment will receive one check.  Every 5 homework assignments graded for completion will be averaged for one grade.  Homework will be assigned most nights. 

Lab Reports

      Labs will be weighted according to the complexity of the lab. 

Short-Term Projects


Short-Term projects will be assigned periodically throughout the semester.  They will range from a class period to several class periods.  The weight of these projects will depend on the size of the project and will be announced when the project is assigned.  Grading rubrics will be included.

Notebook Evaluations

       Notebooks will be checked on a periodic basis, with a grade being taken at the end of most units.

Summative Assignments – 70% of the final grade.
Quizzes

Unannounced and announced quizzes will be worth one or two grades, and will be given throughout the year.  Quizzes will consist of multiple choice, matching, fill-in-the-blank, puzzles, extended constructed responses, and brief constructed responses.  Most quizzes will be during class time; however, there may be some take home quizzes.   

Unit Tests

All unit tests are county tests and follow the HSA format.  These will always be announced and worth 3 grades.

Long-Term Projects    

Long-term projects will be assigned periodically throughout the semester.  They will range from one week to an entire marking period.  The weight of these projects will depend on the size of the project and will be announced when the project is assigned.  Grading rubrics will be included.

Correcting Assignments
            If an assignment was turned in on time and it receives a grade of 69% or lower, it can be corrected on a blank sheet of paper and resubmitted for up to 70%.  The corrections must be stapled to the original assignment and turned in within 5 days of receiving the graded assignment.  Notebook Evaluations, unannounced quizzes, Short-Term Projects, and Long-Term Projects may not be corrected. 

Retake Policy


Any student may retake each quiz and unit test only one time after showing that they have made an attempt to be better prepared for that quiz or test.  This could include, but is not limited to, completing additional study sheets, tutoring, documented studying time, etc.  In order to be eligible for a retake students must maintain an average of 80% for their formative assignments.

Late Work and Unacceptable Assignments
            There is no excuse for not turning in assignments on time!  Work will not be accepted for full credit after the day it is due.  Students will have 5 school days to turn in any late or unacceptable assignments.  Assignments turned in late will not earn higher than a 70%.

Assignments that are not complete, legible, written in pencil and with a full heading will not receive a grade!  This includes papers that are ripped, wrinkled, or scribbled on.  If an assignment is deemed unacceptable, it can be redone for a late grade.

Proper Heading ------------------>




First & Last Name

(top right hand corner)





Science  Section___









Date
OR  Heading as requested on an assignment sheet (worksheet)
Assignments Missed Due to Absences              


It is the student's responsibility to complete assignments missed due to absences from school.  When you return to school, ask the teacher for your make up work immediately.  You will need to copy notes that were missed from a classmate. If you missed a quiz, lab, long-term project, or test, see your teacher immediately upon your return to school to arrange a time to make up the assignment.  If your absence has been given a lawful excuse you will have one day for every day you were absent to complete missed work, unless other arrangements have been made.  If students fall to make up missed work in a timely manner, assignments will be considered late.  Unlawful absences will be treated according to the Cecil County Public Schools Grading Policy.   

           If the student's absence is caused by band, chorus, or any other school club or optional activity, the student will need to come to Science first, turn in any assignments that are due that day, and make sure they know and have what is due the next day.  They will not have any additional time to complete assignments missed due to band, chorus, etc.

If you miss class, you are responsible for everything that happens that day in class. 

Academic Dishonesty

            Cecil County’s Academic Dishonesty policy will be followed. It is expected that all assignments are the original work of the student submitting the work.  Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated and will result in a zero. 

Extra Credit 
             Extra Credit will not be given for any reason as stated in the Cecil County Public Schools Grading Policy.  

Textbooks              

Although text books are not assigned to each student, they can be signed out to go home over night.  Textbooks must be returned during homeroom as they may be needed for class that day.       

Extra Help             
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Students may arrange to stay before school, after school or during lunch for extra help.  Students must ask at least one day ahead of time.  They also must have a signed parent note explaining who will pick them up and at what time.  Students must be picked up promptly or they will not be able to stay after school in the future.  Remember this is a privilege! 






