Sixth Grade

Laboratory Safety Rules

________________________________________________________________
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The science lab is a wonderful place to work and learn.  The science lab should also be one of the safest places in the school.  Oftentimes we concentrate on the lab activity itself or on our friends in the class and we forget about safety.  We should condition ourselves to be not only conscious of safety, but to make it the major concern while we are doing an experiment.  To condition ourselves we need to practice our lab safety rules over and over again. We should study them, keep them with us when we are doing a lab, and constantly remind ourselves, and others of our laboratory safety rules.
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1.  Prepare Properly

· Tie back long hair and confine loose clothing

· Wear safety glasses when told to do so

· Keep all unnecessary items off the lab table

· Know where all the safety and first-aid items are located in the laboratory.  These items include a fire extinguisher, fire blanket, first-aid kit, safety shower, eye wash bottle, etc.

· Listen carefully and follow the teacher’s directions

· Begin only when told to do so

2.  Be Careful

· Never reach across an open flame
· Never put anything in or near your mouth or eyes in the science lab
· Never engage in horseplay in the lab because you bump into other students and their equipment in the lab
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Never breathe in fumes directly
· Never look directly into bright lights
· Never leave chemical bottles open. Always replace the tops.
3.  Be Considerate of Others

· Remember the lab is a place to work and learn
· Talk quietly in the lab and only to other members of your group
· Follow all the directions in the lab and/or given by your teacher
· Always stay on task and work at a steady, constant pace
4.   Report Unusual Occurrences to Your Teacher

· Report any equipment that is broken or not working properly

· Report any chemical spills or accidents immediately

5.  Clean up

· Dispose of all used chemicals and matches as your teacher instructs
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Leave your area neat and clean

· Return all equipment to the proper place

· Wash your hands


Better Safe Than Sorry!

    If you have questions, or if you are not sure how to handle a particular chemical, procedure, or part of an experiment, ask your teacher for help.

For the safety of everyone in the lab, any student who cannot behave properly according to the criteria above will be removed from the lab and receive a zero for that lab grade.



I, ________________________________ have read and agree to abide by the safety regulations and policies listed above.  I further agree to follow all other written or verbal instructions given in class.

Date:  _____________

Student Signature: __________________________






Parent Signature:   __________________________
This lab safety rules reference sheet is a combination of two hand outs copyrighted by Wild Goose Co. 1994 (Rev. 1997) Good Apple 1998.
