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Narrator                                                                                      
Chuck had already downed two bottles of MD 20/20 fortified wine when he decided to drive four friends to a house party in the Abingtons, police say.
    
 A combination of drinking and driving at speeds up to 80 mph led to a crash Dec. 6 that left the senior hospitalized, his arm nearly severed, a 14-year-old girl with multiple injuries, and three others injured, according to an affidavit filed Monday in Lackawanna County Court.

Chuck, 18, and a 21-year-old Scranton man were arrested Monday for their alleged roles in the crash.

Chuck, from Scranton, was arraigned on a felony count of aggravated assault by vehicle while driving under the influence, and several misdemeanor charges including recklessly endangering another person, driving under the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance, reckless driving, careless driving and speeding.

Joe P. Henry of Scranton was charged with two counts of selling and furnishing liquor or malt or brewed beverages to minors.
     
Testing done after the crash revealed Chuck had a blood-alcohol content of 0.148 percent, police said. The legal limit is 0.08.

The accident occurred about 10:15 p.m. when Chuck’s Toyota Scion overturned on Newton Road, Newton Twp., police said.

A 14-year-old girl was thrown from the car, landing in a ditch and suffering injuries to her legs, back and head.

Also in the vehicle were: Rob J. Palm., 19, Scranton.; Joe J. Kulick Jr., 19, of Scranton.; and a 17-year-old boy. Police have not released the identities of the juveniles.

At the crash scene, police recovered a bottle of orange MD 20/20, a paper bag with a plastic bag around it with the words Wine & Spirits and a 12-ounce can of Miller Lite beer.

The alcohol was allegedly purchased by Mr. Henry for Chuck and a 17-year-old from the Wine & Spirits Store at 1762 Keyser Ave.

During his freshman year, Chuck met Mr. Henry, then a senior, and had called on him once before to purchase alcohol, police said.

Prior to the crash, several witnesses told police they saw Chuck drinking at a party in Scranton where 15 to 20 people were in attendance. After the party, Chuck was also seen drinking MD 20/20 outside a West Scranton convenience store, police said.

Prior to the crash, Chuck’s car reached 80 mph as the passengers were yelling for him to slow down, police said.

Magisterial District Judge Joe Mercury released Chuck on $20,000 unsecured bail and Mr. Henry on $5,000 unsecured bail. Mr. Henry waived his right to a preliminary hearing.

Chuck declined to comment after the hearing Monday.

“He’s going to take full responsibility for what he’s done,” his attorney Jeffery Frattioli said. “These were his friends. 
“This was just a stupid, stupid, decision that led to this. He’s learned his lesson and is trying to move on.”

If convicted on all charges, could face 18� years in prison. 

[bookmark: comment][bookmark: 837e93c4c3d002820cdc344b9fb46af5][bookmark: blogcomments]“The saddest thing is that it’s not until somebody almost loses their life — two people in this case — that you finally see (people) stand up and take responsibility,” said Deputy District Attorney Margret Gripi. “This is too many times we’re seeing this happen and it’s too little too late.”


Script

Scranton 1
They need to start giving out serious jail time to these kids. This seems to happen every year, and they're obviously not learning from the slaps on the wrist they usually get. Give them all some hard time, including the supposed "adult" who bought the booze for them. And they should also be required to never drink alcohol again; they obviously can't handle it and drink responsibly without drinking themselves into a drunken stupor. 

[bookmark: 80fa4d6e16fa937c6607ac11c49c4d6f]Parent 1
 I put some of the blame on the parents. 
Scions are relatively new to the market. How does an eighteen-year-old drive around in a new car? His parents probably bought it for him. 
Does this kid have a job? Maybe if he did, he wouldn't have time to get into trouble.
Parents should make their kids work to keep them out of trouble. It will also instill some work ethic into them at a young age and teach them the value of money.
I hope he gets the full 18 years. "

[bookmark: 2a6678bfc0fe226300cfb8665644a452]
[bookmark: d5e1a837c7030e1461f1c001c5ef99a2]Parent 2 
Chuck is a son, a brother, an uncle, a nephew, and grandson. He is a genuinely good kid. He just made a bad decision and a mistake. He is loved very much by alot of people. When he was in the papers for being a star football player everyone thought he was best... everyones human, people make stupid mistakes all the time. People tend to forget his is not some maniac he is a young kid who made a mistake-and to the comment about the new car and the job. He had a job and it all boils down to people being jealous of what Chuck had. If you had the money, you would get your child a new car also! 

[bookmark: 34d3d6a9b19f0bbd3963ef309071520b][bookmark: bd3768d8466e0e6a216f96ed1984f934][bookmark: b4ea72fc19f57db6b4a3323e5c4f9d27]Scranton 2: 
SOME murderers and rapists don’t even get 18 years in prison!!! This is crazy. I don't think just because Chuck is well known he should be made an example of. How many DUI accident cases make the first page on the newspaper 3 times! They are singling Chuck out and it's not fair for him. He should face the consequences which he is; but don't push this to the extreme! He is -not- an example. He should be treated the same as the other 5,000 DUI cases in Lackawanna County!! He's already suffered enough! "

[bookmark: b10a83c9e5cd81dcfdea83413c67be52][bookmark: b2d3ec1458adf48a588099fa3eba3d54]MM 
“To "Parent 1,"
If you want this kid to get 18 years in jail there is seriously something wrong with you. I am sure you live a completely blameless life and have never done anything wrong. I know your type; someone who struck out in life and feeds off of the misery of those around them. 


[bookmark: 6cc8b02a9001134c766d174b47eff000][bookmark: f6d963a315cdfda828632a59c3c569ea][bookmark: 0694ec03ec6f2999723069cefaba269f]Scranton 1
 To the people here who think we should have pity on this kid and go easy on him: you are not doing him, or any other teenagers tempted to drink, any favors. So you think we should just give him a slap on the wrist and send him on his way? This mindset is why this is an ongoing problem in our area...these kids keep doing this because they know even if something bad happens; they won't get in much trouble. Its time to start issuing some harsh penalties to discourage this kind of behavior before more of these kids get killed....or an innocent person gets killed after one of these drunken kids slams into them. How would you all feel is he happened to slam his car into a family with young children driving down the road and killed them? Its about time we start cracking down on underage drinking, it’s a serious problem. And it doesn't help that the culture of the Scranton area glamorizes drunkenness. Get your heads out of your hindquarters already! "

[bookmark: a49d4950cf8afea7f328af244c3b5354]Parent 1
I am absolutely shocked at the feedback this topic has gotten. Of course there is a price to pay for drinking and driving, and of course Chuck should pay that price - within reason. He will quite literally bear the scars of this bad decision the rest of his life. I am not saying that this is punishment enough for breaking the law, and I do think that he should have to face those charges. But for those of you who believe he deserves 18 YEARS in prison - you are crazy!!! No, not every kid chooses to drink and certainly not every kid chooses to drink and drive. But many - TOO MANY - do. The difference in this case is that this young man survived to pay the piper. There are far too many that do not!!! Do not think for even a second that Chuck does not know this or that his family doesn’t  know this! The media needs to glorify anything and will do anything to inflate this already tragic story. Please don't lose focus on this issue based on what he "could" potentially serve. The real issue here is that there are adults out there providing minors with alcohol - adults allowing these kids to drink in their homes. Perhaps they do so because they feel it is the safest way to allow them to engage in behavior that they are likely to do anyway. All it does is pass the message that underage drinking is okay! It is NEVER okay - it is illegal and immoral. I do not stand on a pedestal because I too have teenagers and they are not perfect. Parents, adults, teachers, co-workers, and friends - we all need to decide that we will pass the message along that this is a dangerous activity that should never be condoned. As for the person who wrote about the Mid-Valley 8, I went to high school with those kids and I can tell you that the night of the funerals, some of their classmates held a "party" in their honor at the very spot they had been drinking the night of the accident. Kids don't learn if they are not taught!!! Let's stop criticizing this young man and hope that what comes out of this tragedy is enlightenment for the adults who allow this to happen. 




Parent 2 
 To Sranton1
It is not a matter of just "taking pity" or "going easy" on this kid. Do you honestly think that the threat of jail time will impress these kids more so than the threat of an untimely death? Or the threat of losing an arm for that matter? ALL kids think they are invincible? ALL kids think it won't happen to them! But, they can only get the alcohol one way - from complying adults. Let's crack down on them!!! Chuck is out on $20,000 bail - the person that supplied the alcohol on $5,000. That is a problem!! I do agree with you, however, that this area glamorizes drunkenness. You need look no further than St. Patrick's Day to verify that!!! I was at a University of Scranton graduation where the Dean of the University's speech was highlighted by the quote "There's no party like a Scranton party". How ridiculous is that!!! "

Justin 
 Parent 2 has it right – we want to beat up this kid while we look the other way for adults who supply the booze. No doubt, Chuck needs to pay a price - in many ways he already has - but if we don't slam the suppliers, we won't make a dent. I meet far too many parents who think they are being progressive and 'cool' by allowing parties in their homes - frequently it is a status symbol of wealthier neighborhoods. I don't know if Chuck came from a home where drinking was silently accepted but that is the attitude that must be changed
[bookmark: 1f08d7aba67befb7a2a649644fd692ea][bookmark: 37e5c079f6027dcbe790a3676a2ec36f]
MaryAnn 
“To "Parent 1"
You have some serious issues if you wish the full sentence upon this child. You are a DISGRACE and should never wish something upon someone that you wouldn't want wished on you. Get a life and stop being so negative. Wake up and realize you are insensitive and inappropriate! You are plain rude. You should be ashamed of yourself. EVERYONE makes mistakes! I feel sorry for this boy. "

Scranton 1
Another question...what was a 14 year old girl doing out driving around and drinking with 18 year olds??? Where are her parents???? It would be a cold day in hell before I would let a 14 year old daughter of mine be off cruising around with 18 year olds! 

[bookmark: 4e5847afbab5f8b875dcabe202421ca4][bookmark: f44d8be72b729d9a9383b98d79e58620]Dave 
[bookmark: b3edcfe2a08db6dfc6e57ecf598cbd09][bookmark: 730c4cca41011aa475669d97b3e35c49][bookmark: a29f8117b8d8f293f6ba05f7ac1815e3]What people are missing is that the aggravated assault charge is on a MINOR. There are mandatory sentences for assaults on minors. No matter what, even if he pleads guilty in some kind of plea agreement, he has to go to jail. The 18 year sentence is if served consecutively which most sentences aren't. What boggles me is why people are trying to blame the victims for the actions of the driver. Yes she shouldn't have been drinking or in the car, but that does not in any way remove the driver's responsibility or should lessen the punishment and neither should his injury. 



Mary 
" Helloooo! This "kid" is 18! An adult. The guy who bought the alcohol is preying on younger people. Supplying alcohol or drugs to a younger person for what purpose? A 14 year old with these adult boys! Scary! You cannot blame parents all the time... blame the adults involved here 18,19,21 they are adults! Preying on younger people. They are the adults setting the example. Why isn't the punishment for supplying alcohol and drugs more severe? "
[bookmark: 948f2e2158f766e2202497190da309b9][bookmark: a820402973d32f8d0fc2f0fa279a9193][bookmark: cea852fcb47d2de40e3f5fd1a5a16436]
[bookmark: 3527d1084b094b27fe80409071b39727]Lauren 
Ya know something for some of you people out there who seem to think they are perfect... obviously you don’t live in reality!!! Everyone at one point in there years of high school have done stupid things that when we look back now we think to ourselves what was I thinking... that was stupid, but we can’t go back and change it.. There is always something in a person’s lifetime they wish they could go back and change weather it is in high school or not... Chuck is a great kid... son... brother... uncle... friend... grandson... student... He was a great football player that now bc of one night could never catch a football and play again... That was a huge part of his life that was taken away in a blink of an eye... That is a huge punishment in its own... Not just on a sports level but now he may never have use of his arm again which will cost him alot in his future... Playing with his niece, his own kids can hold him back from getting a job, doing everyday things that we take for granted! And that not if he gets a sentence of 17 1/2 years... That crazy!! Make an example out of someone else... A RAPIST, A MURDERER!!!! Really!!!! One more thing everyone in the car was drinking, NOT just him... They should all face the same charges! He was just the one that drove them... But they all participated... Think about that! No one knows what really happened besides them keep your rumors and negativity to yourselves... It’s called SUPPORT!!! Learn how to do that!!! And for that lil miss innocent 14 year old she was just as responsible!!!! Really she was doing the same thing Chuck just didn’t drive... Her parents should be grateful she is okay! 

[bookmark: a666ad807b485374845c04719ce34c62]Antony 
To all you crazies who think this kid should go to jail on a felony charge for a DUI all I can say is you must not be parents. No parent would wish that on any young person who made one bad judgment. I know Chuck and his family. They are good people who work everyday to take care of their family. He is a great kid who is very loving, compassionate and caring. Yes he made a mistake and he is paying for it but he wasn't the only one who made a bad judgment that night. The other kids made their OWN decisions to get in that car. They ALL share the responsibility for what happened. There are no "innocent" victims here just willing participants! To those of you who want to crucify this kid I hope when you make a mistake you are shown more compassion that you are willing to show others! 



[bookmark: a18f4527cc99f9b9a5ced2bbb92e79ba][bookmark: 8eec7140894a6724b71f77c72e457611]Beth 
Some of these comments are out of this world. Jail time is better than what these kids almost had - funerals. I remember the "mid valley 8"... and I also remember October 1986 when we all got a call one Sunday morning where 5 of our friends were killed the night before in a car accident outside of Carbondale. The driver was a good kid also who made a poor choice in drinking and speeding... 5 parents had to bury a son that following week. The memories are as if they were not quite 20+ years ago, thank God none of these parents had to suffer the same fate. 

[bookmark: 5da3a3e29b2324f6da8fb45e31ce991b]
[bookmark: b92cb5866e552a8ee8c5342952d442b7][bookmark: 7738b565206529f29629cdb68c217d2e][bookmark: 46e07b4dc3ce5fc9cf667285f88a2682][bookmark: 144847cddb457491b9aa5ce4db9573b1][bookmark: 60d7762abd4df81f1f55195ba65f2f69]Scranton Parent: 
“The point that needs to be remembered is this. Be involved with your children, even though they may push you away. Our youth needs parents to put limits on them whether they like it or not. Spend time and talk with your children. It is your job as a parent. Parents need to take off the blinders and pay close attention to their children. 

Example... I was downtown waiting for my child in front of the movie theater. I saw a car full of young people, pull up and two 15 ish, year old girls got out, and went into the theater. In 10 minutes a parent pulled up and the girls got in the parents car and left. The girls probably told their parents that they were going to the movies, but in reality, got in a car with boys and never stayed at the movie theater. 

Be aware of what your children are doing and who they are doing it with!!!!!! You should be in charge, not the teen. It is time to get back to basics. Stop handing them every little thing they want. Start talking with other parents. I have told my friends that if they hear or see my child engaging in something that is illegal or just shouldn't be doing, I would want them to tell me. "

[bookmark: 8766c4a9dbc99c2ab75ec6202e718a48][bookmark: 12075fca785653663def1d98add1b247]Scranton Dad: 
“I’m not sure what the attraction is to getting drunk? Is the acting like a moron? The puking? The hangovers? The tendency to do stupid things like drive like a maniac? If you teenagers think you look cool when you drink, the truth is, you don't. You look like an idiot. No matter how much this backwards area glamorizes drunkenness, it is downright stupid, and can ruin your life, as this incident proves. I'm not railing against alcohol, it can be enjoyed responsibly, but if you feel the need to drink yourself into a stupor, you have a problem. Also, things like this prove why there are laws that set a minimum drinking age. Teenagers are not mature enough to handle alcohol (some adults are not mature enough for alcohol either, and drunken adults are unfortunately the people responsible for passing this trait down to the younger generation.) It’s about time this area stops glamorizes drunkenness and starts worrying about something other than when is the next happy hour. As a side note: Mad Dog 20/20? Yuck, I'd rather drink sewage. "

[bookmark: 333652e074084e2a83ca6c36112d14b6][bookmark: af4fbfd89afffc0e59077971112eae40]
Scranton Parent 
“For the folks who are saying "we ALL drank when we were in high school", does not make what happened any less serious!!! Again, I stress with you ALL.
Don’t candy coat this issue of underage drinking? Take off your rose colored glasses and face the fact that underage drinking is ILLEGAL, driving under the influence is illegal. When you say "we have ALL done this" it sounds like you are trying to make this issue an acceptable thing. A situation that "oh well" just happened. We all have free will and choices to make in our lives. Unfortunately the individuals involved really made the wrong and illegal choices. And as we all know, with choices.....there are consequences that follow. "

[bookmark: 1ec261e5db002f9fb7c5d1aaf439fb68][bookmark: e45dc6e85213c28ee94c672b6b313046][bookmark: 293742adff88d937bbfea996d0e8a32d][bookmark: 3551afa8dd1dfc089ce684c2abce0984][bookmark: 8baecca6519c56dc99ff9f4bf2c50d46][bookmark: 9410f5bc8a78fa10191ddd16542e05da][bookmark: cd80874c4a2d64052223de94c6bc7305]
Mark: 
 Is Chuck really sorry? I don't think so, when you can go on a face book account and find pictures of him drinking at parties, after the accident, pictures of him with a cast on his arm and a beer in his hand, is that him really being sorry for what he did. I don't think so, If you heard about him trying to change, or trying to teach people to learn from his mistake I would maybe feel like he is sorry for what he has done, But he isn’t, when you get in an accident because your intoxicated and you have people in your car and they are hurt severely you should not be out on weekends partying it up with friends. Sorry you do something stupid like that and then you continue to drink, you should deal with the punishment. Plus he doesn't even look remotely sorry when his lawyer is talking to the press; he looks like an arrogant kid who didn't learn his lesson and should be punished for his stupid actions. " 

Fellow Scranton Guy
 LISTEN 
Chuck is a rotten scumbag, and should not be hanging around with little girl, she is not even close to the maturity level the other teens are at! This situation is wrong and Chuck is wrong! "



