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EFFECTS

Noise Reduction. The first thing you should do is re-
cord a few seconds of background noise. Then record the
rest of your track (music or vocals) as usual. When you’re
finished, you can perform noise reduction:

+ Select the background noise you recorded

« Select Effect > Noise Removal...

«  Click on Get Noise Profile

« Select the entire track

« Select Effect > Noise Removal... again

«  Use the slider and the Preview button to get the qual-
ity you want while removing as much background
noise as possible

« Click on Remove Noise

Amplifying and Normalizing. You can use Audacity’s
Amplify effect to bring up the volume level on a selection
or an entire track:

« Select the section of audio you need to amplify

« Select Effect > Amplify.

»  Make sure Allow Clipping is checked

« Use the slider and the Preview button to set the level

+ Click on OK to perform the amplification

« You may also select the Normalize effect to even out
the audio level of your entire track
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In the Audio I/O tab, elect your mic from the recording de-
vice dropdown menu.

Select either one channel for mono; two for stereo.

You have to tell Audacity where it should find the LAME
Encoder, a plug-in that allows the program to export
to MP3. You will only have to do this once. Click on the
Find Library button in the File Formats tab. Click on
Yes when the window pops up. Find the LAME Encoder
file (lame_enc.dll on Windows; LameLib or libm-
p3lame.dylib on the Mac) and click on Open.

Select a Bit Rate for your recording. If you are only record-
ing vocals (for a podcast) you can set the bit rate lower.
This will result in a smaller file. For music MP3s the bit
rate should be set to 128 or higher for best quality.

Click OK to close the Audacity Preferences window.

Click the Record button to start recording.
(Audacity creates a new track @ )
each time you press this button.)

Click the Pause button to pause or n )
resume recording.

Click the Stop button to end recording. )

@ INTRODUCTION & RECORDING
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EFFECTS

Noise Reduction. The first thing you should do is re-
cord a few seconds of background noise. Then record the
rest of your track (music or vocals) as usual. When you’re
finished, you can perform noise reduction:

+ Select the background noise you recorded

« Select Effect > Noise Removal...

«  Click on Get Noise Profile

« Select the entire track

« Select Effect > Noise Removal... again

«  Use the slider and the Preview button to get the qual-
ity you want while removing as much background
noise as possible

« Click on Remove Noise

Amplifying and Normalizing. You can use Audacity’s
Amplify effect to bring up the volume level on a selection
or an entire track:

« Select the section of audio you need to amplify

« Select Effect > Amplify.

»  Make sure Allow Clipping is checked

« Use the slider and the Preview button to set the level

+ Click on OK to perform the amplification

« You may also select the Normalize effect to even out
the audio level of your entire track
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In the Audio I/O tab, elect your mic from the recording de-
vice dropdown menu.

Select either one channel for mono; two for stereo.

You have to tell Audacity where it should find the LAME
Encoder, a plug-in that allows the program to export
to MP3. You will only have to do this once. Click on the
Find Library button in the File Formats tab. Click on
Yes when the window pops up. Find the LAME Encoder
file (lame_enc.dll on Windows; LameLib or libm-
p3lame.dylib on the Mac) and click on Open.

Select a Bit Rate for your recording. If you are only record-
ing vocals (for a podcast) you can set the bit rate lower.
This will result in a smaller file. For music MP3s the bit
rate should be set to 128 or higher for best quality.

Click OK to close the Audacity Preferences window.

Click the Record button to start recording.
(Audacity creates a new track @ )
each time you press this button.)

Click the Pause button to pause or n )
resume recording.

Click the Stop button to end recording. )
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