Chapter 3 American Government

Popular Sovereignty –  Basic principle of the American system of government, that the people are the only source of any and all government power, that government must be conducted with the consent of the governed.

Limited Government – Basic principle of the American system of government, that government is limited to what it may do, and each individual has certain rights that the government cannot take away.

Constitutionalism – Basic principle that the government and those who govern are bound by the fundamental law.

Rule of Law – Basic principle that the government and those who govern are bound by the fundamental law. (see constitutionalism.)

Separation of Powers – Basic principle of the American system of government that the executive, legislative, and judicial powers are divided among three independent and coequal branches of government.

Checks and Balances – System of overlapping the the powers of the legislative, judicial, and executive branches, to permit each branch to check the action of the others.

Judicial Review –  power of the courts to determine the constitutionality of the actions of the legislative and executive branches of government.

Unconstitutional – contrary to constitutional provisions and so invalid.

Federalism –form of government with governmental powers divided between and central government and several regional governments; this geographically based division of powers is made by an authority superior to both the central and the regional governments.
Amendment – a change in, or addition to, a constitution or a law.
Formal Amendment – a modification the constitution brought about through one of four methods set forth in the constitution.
Bill of Rights – first 10 amendments to the constitution.
Informal Amendment – a change made I nthe constitution not by an actual written amendment, but by the experience of a government under the constitution.
Executive Agreement – pact made by the president with the head of a foreign state; a binding international agreement with the force of law nut which does not require Senate consent.
