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A Long-term Economic Perspective on Recent Human Progress
Discussion Questions
1. How has the world population changed in the last 5,000 years?  Why has it changed so drastically in the last 250 years?  Where has the population increase taken place?

2. What are the most important economic inventions of the last 250 years?  The last 8,000?

3. How do the heights of American males compare to that of the British or French males from the 1750’s?  Weight?  Explain why?

4. What was the infant mortality rate (percentage) in the U.S. in 1915?  What was it in 1996?

5. Which areas have traveled the road out of poverty in the last 3 century?  

6. What are the 2 most populated countries on earth?  What percentage of the world’s population do those 2 countries make up?

7. Which determinants are useful when analyzing the rates and sources of productivity for economic growth in a nation?


8. Define “technological changes”?  How do they come about?

9. How does the “rule of law” lead to “high risk ventures”?  Is that a good thing for an economy?

10. How do “properly constructed institutions” lead to “technological advances”?  Why is that important to an economy?
11. What are the 4 “institutional determinants” that allow modern economies to flourish?

12. What types of cultural practices can delay “institutional changes” that could otherwise benefit a nation economically according to Douglas North?


13. According to figure 2 on page 15, how does the life of a poor household in 2001 compare to that of the average household in 1950?


14. What has happened to the percentage of the total world population in poverty from the years 1820 to 2000?  What about the last 20 years?

15. What is China doing better than India in the new millennium?  What is still wrong in Africa?


16. What are the 2 political answers that Africa may need to catch up to the rest of the world? 
