Ceramics Beginning Handbuilding
Course Syllabus
Overview of Program
Our visual arts program is a four year intensive program with Design, Drawing and Studio classes which include painting, printmaking, jewelry, sculpture and ceramics.  Our students take foundation classes their freshman and sophomore year and specialize in 2D or 3D studios their junior and senior year as well as their AP art classes.  Our classes meet for 80 minutes, every other day, and students are expected to work before and after school as needed to complete their work in a timely manner.  
Course Description
This is a multi level ceramics class.  You will be working with advanced ceramic students as well as throwing students.  You will be provided a locker space to keep your clay, projects, and folder to keep your notes and sketches in.  In addition to the ceramic projects we will be working on, we will be learning and reviewing technical aspects to the art of ceramics and you will be tested on this material.  You will learn to glaze your work and help load and unload the kilns.  
Skill Development
This is a yearlong ceramics class in which you will be working with your hands. You will learn the basics of coiling, stiff slab, soft slab, texturing techniques, sgraffito, incising with slip, and basic glazing techniques.  You will also help load and unload the kiln.  Some projects we will work on include containers, mugs, money bank, luminary, teaset, and possibly a 5 piece plate setting.
Written Work
We will be writing critique sheets every six weeks.  In most instances we will be using a form sheet and using the ceramics magazines.  There may be instances in which you will need to do your writing in a gallery situation.  
At the end of each semester, you will be asked to write a report as part of your final exam.  The report will be on either a ceramic technique or a well-known ceramic artist.  
Please note: It is not advised to switch back and fourth between handbuilding and throwing.  If mid semester, you decide you want to start throwing, this is not advised.  You will need the full attention of your instructor to fully master the art of throwing. You will need to master each individually before you can experiment with combining the two in more advanced classes. 
Grading Policy
Classwork


40%
Test (projects)


25%
Project



20%
Six weeks test (written work)
15%

Resources
Magazines: Ceramics Monthly, Studio Potter, Clay Times, Pottery Making Illustrated
