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General College Information: Core Atrium
· Matt Brink, Foundations Family Counseling
· Megan Cave, College Invest

· Matt Reisenauer, BELAY,  LEP at University of Denver
· Thomas Archer, University of Denver

· Judi Stein Stutman, College Living Experience

· Gully Stanford, College in Colorado

· Dr. Linda Lister, Educational Psychologist
· Karen Perry, Denver Academy Registrar
College Counselors:

Brenda Newton (Progressive); Carey Jones, Gary McMillin (College Prep) 

Community Resources
Dr. Matt Brink
Foundations Family Counseling

138 West 5th Ave Denver CO, 80204

 303-393-0085

matt@foundationsfamilycounseling.com
Dr. Brink is a Licensed Clinical Psychologist who has been practicing Psychology for 10 years in Colorado and is the cofounder of Foundations Family Counseling in Denver.  He specializes in working with adolescents, adults, families, and men.  Dr. Brink lectures and writes about men’s issues and conducts seminars for men and adolescent boys who are trying to become vibrant and authentic members of their families and communities.  With a background in behavioral and existential psychology, Dr. Brink brings a unique sense of spirituality and genuine care that flows through all of the work he does.  As part of his practice in the community he offers psychological testing and assessment.
Meghan Cave
303-376-8821 office

303-557-8096 cell

303-296-4811 fax

mcave@collegeinvest.org
Meghan Cave, CCPS: Community Relations Manager
Meghan has been employed with CollegeInvest for one year and worked in financial aid at the Colorado School of Mines prior to that.  She completed her Master’s in Education at CSU in 2007 and just recently became certified through the National Institute of Certified College Planners as a Certified College Planning Specialist.  As a Community Relations Manager, Meghan travels to schools and organizations across the state to educate students and families about financial aid and how to prepare for college.  CollegeInvest is a non-profit state agency that offers scholarships, loans and savings plans and is committed to addressing the challenges Coloradans face in higher education.

Matt Reisenauer
University of Denver

2050East Evans Avenue Suite 30

Denver, CO 80208

303-871-2312
Matthew.Reisenauer@du.edu
BELAY is a student organization at the University of Denver which consists of students with learning disabilities and/or ADHD.  The students are passionate about sharing their stories with younger students who may experience similar struggles in their academics in order to provide encouragement and affirmation.  

Judi Stein Stutman
Admissions Coordinator, College Living Experience
1391 Speer Blvd. Suite 400  

Denver, CO 80204

303-825-2533  
jstutman@esa-education.com www.cleinc.net    
We’re a program specifically designed to complement a post-secondary education and independent living experience.  We assist students in completing college and transitioning to independent living. Our students range from low average to gifted IQs with diagnoses such as ADD, LD, NLD, and autistic spectrum disorders such as Asperger’s Syndrome and high-functioning autism. College Living Experience is a part of the ESA family of schools.  The goal of College Living Experience is to develop students into fully functional, independent adults. To achieve this, we focus on three areas: academics, independent-living skills, and social skills. We make sure students are keeping up in their studies, taking care of their living spaces, and joining other students for social events.
Shanna Hamblin   
Associate Director, Office of Admissions 
University of Denver

2197 S. University Blvd.
 Denver, CO 80208

303-871-2036 xtn: 7645  
Shanna.Hamblin@du.edu
Shanna became an Associate Director for the office of admission at the University of Denver after graduating from DU in 1999 with a Bachelor’s degree in communication. She received her Masters of Arts degree in Higher Education in June 2008.  Hamblin joined the DU admission office in 2001 and currently works with prospective DU students in Denver metropolitan private schools, Kansas and Louisiana. She also supervises the University’s day long prospective student visit programs such as Open House and Pioneer Days.

Amy Weiner
University of Colorado at Boulder

Admission Counselor

Regent Administrative Center 125

552 UCB

Boulder, CO 80303-0052

Phone: 303-492-7097 Fax: 303-735-2501

amy.weiner@Colorado.EDU
Amy Weiner-Macy is an Admission Counselor at CU-Boulder, a CU-Boulder alumnus, and a former high school teacher at Denver Academy. She is working on a Master's from CU-Denver in Counseling  and Psychology. Amy's academic and teaching experience allow her to provide a wide breadth of information to high school students interested in CU-Boulder.  Feel free to come ask questions about admissions as well as the services provided to students with academic differences.   
Gully Stanford
Director of Pre-Collegiate Partnerships 

1801 Broadway Suite 360 Denver, CO 80202

720-264-8563
Gully.Stanford@cic.state.co.us
Gully joined College In Colorado as the director of pre-collegiate partnerships in January 2006. In his position, Gully is responsible for recruiting and maintaining a statewide network of nearly 2,000 post-secondary stakeholders and facilitating their efforts to better serve the career and college aspirations of all Colorado students.

Prior to his current position, Gully served the Department of Higher Education as director of Colorado GEAR UP, after spending 35 years in the regional theatre movement, most recently as associate vice-president and public affairs director at the Denver Center for the Performing Arts. 

Career highlights include assisting on campaigns to create the Scientific and Cultural Facilities District in Metro-Denver and Amendment 23, helping to pass Colorado’s first adult literacy bill, one term on the Colorado State Board of Education and one year on the Colorado Commission on Higher Education.

Born and raised in Ireland, Gully holds an M.A. from Trinity College, Dublin. Bilingual in French and English, he is married to DCPA Executive Vice-President Dorothy Denny, and they have two children in college.

Linda Lister
Independent Testing Service

777 South Wadsworth Blvd. 

Building One, Ste. 208 Lakewood, CO 80226
303-914-8002

frndshpldy@msn.com 

Dr. Linda Lister is the former school psychologist for Denver Academy and Colorado Academy.  She is currently in private practice in Lakewood where she serves as a diagnostician, and child/adolescent/ and family therapist.  Dr. Lister is a special friend to Denver Academy and has tested and secured college accommodations for students with learning differences. The colleges love her reports!!!  She has evaluated hundreds of students for school placement and college support services!!  Her publications include:  "Among School Girls" for the National Association of Independent Schools, "Multiple Thoughts about Intelligences" for the Learning Disabilities Association of Colorado; and "The Importance of Peer Relationships for the LD Student" for Denver Academy.
Karen Perry

Registrar, Denver Academy

4400 East Iliff Avenue


Denver, CO 80222

303-777-5870 ext: 202

kperry@denveracademy.org
Karen Perry’s office is located in the main administration building.  She is happy to answer questions regarding graduation requirements and credits, and the transcript process. 
College Planning Information
What to consider 1-2 years before application:
· Graduation requirements: Foreign language; English and Literature; History; Science. Schools aren’t as interested in your overall GPA as they are your individual grades.

· Career choice: Search Internet, attend College Day programs, “shadow” someone in that profession so you have realistic expectations.

· Community service/Service learning: important on applications and for general life experience. Your experience can be the basis for your college essay. Try to organize your own experience during the school year or summer, beyond the opportunities provided at DA.

· Finances: Consult a tax advisor/financial planner about financial aid. Look into loans and scholarships. 

· PLAN (ACT) or PSAT (SAT): Take these to practice test taking. 

· Current documentation of LD (within the last three years): necessary to apply for time extensions for these tests. Your homeroom teacher can advise you about this. Talk to your college counselor for resources to study for the ACT or SAT. An ACT Prep class is taught at DA for all high school students.

What to consider the year of application:

· Get information: Obtain books and go on-line to look at many colleges. Write/Call for information and take virtual tours.

· Majors of study: Many colleges have a wide variety of programs. This diversity may be a factor if you are undecided. If you have a specific choice, how is that college ranked for that major?

· Location: East, West, urban, rural, weather.

· College Size:  Can you get the diversity of culture and experience you desire? Can you get the support you need?

· LD Program: Does the school that interests you offer tutoring, accommodations? How accessible are the services? Is there a support group on campus? How well-trained are the people who run the program? Is the rest of the faculty aware of the student needs and are agreeable to the accommodations?

· Campus Visits: Get a “real” feel of the campus: Do students seem happy? Are the admissions personnel helpful? Can you visit the LD center? What is the average class size? Do professors or TAs teach the classes? Do the professors have office hours and are they accessible? Are you given a helpful advisor? Are classes available, or is it difficult to enroll in the required classes?

· College Day Visits:  Attend.
· Research:  Visit many colleges so you have a basis of comparison: campus, food, dorms, classrooms, safety, etc.

· Application Deadlines: Make sure applications are neat and keep a copy and document everything sent to the college.

· Early Decision: Understand the pros and cons

· College Essay: Should provide a dimension of you not provided in transcripts or ACT scores. Honesty is imperative. Ask different people to read and edit your essay. You may need different essays as colleges may ask different questions.

· Letters of Recommendation: Ask teachers/counselor early. Give them time to write a quality letter.  Provide them a stamped enveloped addressed to the college to which you are applying.

What to consider once accepted:

· Senior-itis: Don’t fall into this!

· Student Mentors: Find a mentor at your new school to help ease the transition process.

· Orientation Programs: Take advantage of these.

· Self-advocate: Talk with an advisor to take alternative math or science classes; make sure that your essay writing and reading skills are solid.

Questions to Ask When Inquiring About LD Programs in Colleges
 

Personally visit, preferably while classes are in session, so that you can get an impression of daily campus life, or talk by telephone with staff on the Disability Support Services Office or the learning disabilities program.  Campus staff may be able to give only general answers to questions of students who have not yet been admitted and for whom they have not reviewed any documentation.  Nevertheless, a student can get a good idea about the nature of the college by asking questions such as:

 

· Does this college require standardized college admissions test scores?  If so, what is the range of scores for those admitted? 

 

· For how many students with learning disabilities does the campus currently provide services? 

 

· What are their major fields of study? 

 

· What types of academic accommodations are typically provided to students with learning disabilities on your campus? 

 

· Will this college provide the specific accommodations I need? 

 

· What records or documentation of a learning disability are necessary to arrange academic-accommodations for admitted students? 

 

· How is the confidentiality of applicants’ record, as well as those of enrolled students protected?  Where does the college publish Family Education Rights and Privacy Act guidelines which I can review? 

 

· How is information related to the documentation of a learning disability used and by whom? 

 

· Does the college or university have someone available who is trained and understands the needs of adults with learning disabilities? 

 

· What academic and personal characteristics have been found important for students with learning disabilities to succeed at this college 

 

· How many students with learning disabilities have graduated in the past 5 years? 

 

· What is the tuition?  Are there additional fees for learning disability-related services?  If so what services beyond those required by Section 504 and the ADA do you get for those fees? 

 

· What type of support is available for students with learning disabilities? 
· Is the program monitored by a full time professional staff member? 

 

· Has the program been evaluated, and if so by whom? 

 

· Are there any concerns for the programs future? 

 

· Who counsels students with learning disabilities during registration, orientation and course selection? 

 

· How does the school propose to help with the specific disability? 

 

· Which courses provide tutoring? 

 

· What kind of tutoring is available, and how does it—peers or staff? 

 

· Is tutoring automatic, or must the student request assistance? 

 

· How well do faculty members accept students with learning disabilities? 

 

· May students with learning disabilities take a lighter load? 

 

· Are courses in study skills or writing skills offered? 

 

· Have counselors who work with students with learning disabilities received special training? 

 

· How do students on campus spend their free time? 

 

· May students with learning disabilities take more time to graduate? 

 

 

In addition to talking with college staff, try to arrange a meeting with several college students with learning disabilities and talk with them about the services available.

 

A Sampling of Colleges
Where Former Denver Academy Students Have Been Accepted:
Adams State College

Allegheny College

American University

Arapahoe Community College

Augsburg College

Barat College
Bates College
Beacon College

Case Western Reserve University

Chadron State College

College of Santa Fe

Colorado College

Colorado State University

Colorado Institute of Art

Colorado Mountain College

Colorado School of Mines

Community College of Denver

Concordia College

Cornell University

Curry College

Embry Riddle University

Evergreen State College

Fisher College of Boston
Flagler College

Florida Gulf Coast University
Fort Lewis College

Franklin and Marshall University
Grinnell College
Hartwick College

Hofstra University

Johnson and Wales University

Lake Forest College

Landmark College
Lawrence University
Lesley College

Lewis and Clark College

Linfield College

Loras College

Lynn University

Marist College

Mesa State College

Metropolitan State College

Mitchell College

Montana State University

Muskingum College

New Mexico Institute of Technology
New York University
Northeastern University

Northwoods College

Notre Dame de Namur
Quinnipiac University
Red Rock Community College

Regis University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rocky Mountain College of Art and     Design
San Diego State University

Southern Illinois University – Carbondale

Stanford University

University of Arizona (SALT Program)

University of Colorado at Boulder

University of Colorado at Colorado    Springs

University of Colorado at Denver

University of Denver (LEP Program)

University of Kansas

University of New England

University of Northern Colorado

University of North Dakota

University of the Pacific

University of Puget Sound

University of Redlands
University of Tampa
University of Vermont

Washington College

Western State College
Whittier College

Willamette University

Wm. Woods University
Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Wyotechnical College
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